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ers and sisters, our friendg, and our

WIivVes necad oul veneration, [t does
them good 1or us to vel erate them,
and we know that they exist We
can show them that we venerate
them. and it will make us stronger,
better and hapj ier men. while the
worship of the gods weakens the
intellect, makes men crus | and un-
happy

Then, again, we must not forget

that the function hasg devel ped the

organ, rather than the organ heing
made for a purpose, UJur organms

were not evolved for any purpose,
From the simplest beginning we
have grown without any purpose
whatever, The meervation of
forces the conditions—have pro-
duced ns as 1t has all other liii].:,i.-,
and we can see Do more purpose in
it than in the development of bac-
teria, or the union of oxygen and
hydrogen to form a molecule of
water.

[t is a fact that we exist, but we
are simply little “whirlpools of the
elements,” brought about by inher-
ent}forces within themselves. These
elements and their forces seem to be
indestructible and eternal, and a
god is superfluous.

But what 1is very commonly
thought to be veneration is noth-
ing but fear. Take away the fear
of a something we have been told
has power to make or break us
here and hereafter take away all
fear of eternal death or eternal
pun <hment, how long will there b
veneration for a god?

Again, we cannot have a genuine
love or reverence for anyone w hose
‘t'l‘t =ence we }hl\'n' never "lljll_\* d al i‘i
whose vel erable (lll:lzli'llr s we have
never exp rience d. To be sure we
might think well of one who had
heen represented by our friends as
worthy of our love, and we might
imagine them with us, but this 1m-
aginary love and reverence for an
imaginary being in an imaginary
list

]I.““i' Iin an ;.I:.‘i'__‘;.!.."-:\'_ {".Lr (listant

realm, is more imagination ai d fear

than it 18 veneration

Reverence, like other mental pow

¢re, may tbnorma :\ aevt ["‘u_
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atands on the de t".'i.lu’ foundation
of ll..\'-,}l 'll;ll miracle and _\"'T
Christians condemn to everlasting
punishment those who will not

stdand with them a d SIng:

“(Oelenus, one of Rome's greatest
historians and most profound reas-
oners, during the reign of Hadrian,
117 to 138 A. (,, llillr'ﬁf~l|i'(i two
books of eriticisms on Christianity,
in which he cleatly demonstrated
the absurdity of the Christian doct
trines. Following which, and as a
matter of history, he proved, from
Christian sources and churceh doce-
uments, that Mary ]!Il‘l‘lll‘*'li a di-
vorce from IJ' I ILIIHEHLI][L :lllll while
wandering about Judea, fell in love
with a Roman goldier by the aame
of l';lnl}n-l'.i, who was tae real fath-
er of Christ: that the im}‘, being 1n
destitute circumstances, went down
into Kgvpt to procure employment;
that while there he fell in with
Egyptian jugglers, from whom he
learned the art of working pretend-
ed miracles; that on his return to
Judea hLe set up aclaim to the Mes-

ship, whiecl

his Egyptian system of miracle-

jal  he supported by
workings, and that his alleged mir
acles were performed privately in
u'lll-uf—{llr'-\\'.i_\' il:.it'l"-. to -]al\'l-,
women and children of the most
ignorant class.”

It iscertainly absurd for civilized
luu-[ﬁv Lo '.~':._;»r' i';ir._; to the i1dea
that an ignorant Jewish miracle-
u\-'l'l\l 1 .\\}1" ‘li\" li .'llui ti.t-li t,][|' een
hundred years ago, is to be relied
upon to save our people from thi
ignorance of our own age.

We must drop the baby-play of
the ancient religion-makers and

unite in educating ourselves in tl
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ances from earlier and lower states

The beautiful p: radox is that By-

ron and Shelley could not believi
in evolution, but they made evolu-
tion !ll--‘i.;il'_ [Until the shackles
of a false ecclesiasticism had been
stricken from the mind, it could
neither discover nor grasp the ori-
ogin of species, Until dauntiess
workers like Byron and Shelley,
(z:ibbon., Goethe and \-!-\\Tlnl! had
prepared the soil, the true story of
nature eould find no =oil in which
to take root,

greatest fact in the intellectual uni-

Evolution is the

verse and  the most  pervasive

I}."T]'__'.f,[ "!|.‘|1 can Trii\'f' {H“-_--t—_-inn Uf
[Il*' IJl:.IHI. [T i‘- [in-]'l*fnl'r' jH.-T 1O
say, perhaps, that everything that

went before was preparatory to it.

Aund it 1s 2 momentous revelation

that laborers like Byron were
really working to an end for which
they had no loye and no adapta-
tion. KEvery man in English ecivil-
ization today owes a debt to Byron
for baving }'I"p:u‘»-tl the way for
scientific truth. He may be ven-
erated as a benefactor, therefore, ]1}‘
those who have confessed in sorrow
that they could neither abide his
morals nor admire his poetry,
What was Byron’s part in this
pioneer work for science? Perhaps
it was supreme, because he address-
ed so wide a public. The cultivat
ed few who worshiped Shelley, the
students of Newton, the scholarly
following of Goethe and Gibbon,
may have been aided by Byron, but
not "‘;i:_'l :1':‘\’. Their "i~t'--[-7'}~i‘|i"\'
to his appeal was less, their need,
even, was not so keen. But the

great masses, in whom Byron’s ma-

jestic imagery and protest against

tyranny of every form struck a re-
4!1|~I,-i\!' l'}t-llli LO thhose I was
the apostle of a brighter day and a
revelation that should revolutioniz
human th ughni creal
new heaven and a new earth,
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in whinich the author of “Childe
Harold” moulded his gospel of free-
dom.—[Sundav Oregonian.

Belated lL.ove.

[ have known a husband to neg-
lect his wife in his pursait of pleas-
ure or business, and when finally
she died he wrung his hands over
her dead body, called her his angel
wife, said his heart was broken and
home desolate, and climaxed the
whole by having built over the un-
COnECIOUS lu.l]_\' the finest marble
monument in the gravevard. She
asked for love and he gave her a
stone. And I thought as I ponder-
ed over the whole scene that if
some of the loving words he was
| ouring into the dead ear had heen
nttered in life, and if some of the
dollars he had spent on the coflin
had been invested In a way to
make life and body easier and less
toil worn. she would have been the
}m}.}..\' f;[i‘t‘ii wife and mother of [ht‘
home circle 1nstead of .-lr'l'pillg
alone under the cedars and among
the white monuments on the hill-
side.

What we want is kindness in life
and not in death. It is not flowers
ccattered on her coffin lid that will
make a woman happy, but a bunch
of them tied together in the form of
a bouquet and given her with the
words, “I love you.” That makes
her ].li]—r- ]i';ll-‘ the c¢rimson come
into her cheek, the light come into
her eve and the Wari, It.—ll.l..\' feel-
ing rush to her heart.

We want kindness shown us in
this life. That is what our ser-
vants look for; this is what the
children need—they crave to be
treated gently and kindly in life,

t Hearts

not wep over 1n death.

everywhere cry, “Treat me lovingly
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NOW. When dead we do not hear
the cries of affection around the
coffin, nor feel the tears dripping
from overflowing eyes on our faces,

Be kind now.—[Se]
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