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Everlasting ligcht sl & e
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We are builders of that city
All our jovs and a 1Ur groans
Help to rear its shin g ramparts
All our lives are building stones
But the work that we have bui {
OIt with bleeding hands and t I's
And in error and in anguish,
Will not perish with the vears,
[t will be, at last, inade perfect
In the universal plan;
[t will help to erown the labors
Of the toiling hosts of man
It will last and shine transftigureqd

In the final reign of right,
[t will merge into the splendors
Of the City of the hgbt.
—Songs of Love and Duty.

How do You Account for the Or-
igin of Life?

ANSWERED BY R. G. INGERSOLL.

First SN !Ii and other most
sty - L :
distinguished astronomers hold to

the theory that the earth was orig-
inally in a gaseous state, and then a
molten mass in which the germs,
even, of vegetable or animal life.
conld not v\i-f, how do you account
for the origin ot life on this planet
without a B OB
Taylor.

Y0

‘IIII.T'llI:FI"

HETHER or not “the
earth was originally in
a gaseous state and
afterwards a molten mass in which
the germs of vegetable and animal
life could not *‘\i-l,” I do not know.
My belief is that the earth as it is
and as it was, taken in connection
with the influence of the sun and
of other planets produced what
ever has existed or does exist on the

[ do not see why gas would

earth.
not heed a “creator’ as much as a
vegetable, Neither can | iIl};L}jil:v
that there is any more necessily for
some one to start life than to start
a molten mass, There may he
now portions of the world in whiel
there 18 not one particle of vegeta-
ble life, |t may be that on the wide
waste fields of the Aretic zone there
are places where no vegetable life
exists, and there may be many
thousand miles where no animal

can be found But if the poles of
the earth could be changed and if
t he Aretice Zone I‘Hl]]ui D I.!;|I'l'ri n
a different relative position to the
sun, the snows would melt, the hills
would Appedar and in a little while
even the rocks would be clothed

with vegetation. After a time veg-

etation would produce more soil,
.1I|!i il- a lew T}N-ll--l,',ui Vears f..r‘»..!..
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[ think it was Sir William

SILVERTON, OREGON. THU]

hompson who, in his effort to ac
count tor the --}'i;_‘i!l { .".-|-,r..; '~

earth, stated that It might have
come from SOme meteori <tone fall-
ing from some other planet hay Iing

What would

you think of a farmer who wonld

In it the germs of life.

prepare his land and wait to have
it planted by meteorie stones? So
what would you think of a Deity
who would make a world like this
and allow it to whir] thousands aad
II.‘:.'“HII- H;. _\‘v LIS, }Hi_"_"l nasagrave-
stone, waiting for some vagrant
comet to sow the seeds of ]ife?

[ believe that back of animal life
18 the vegetable, and back of the
vegetabie, it may be, 1s the min-
eral. It may be that crystalliza-
tion is the very first step toward
what we call life, and vet | believe
life is back of that. In mvy Judg-
ment, if the earth ever was in a
gaseous state, it was filled with life.
These are r-l]]ljt-c't_v-' about w hich we
know but little, How do von ae-
count for chemistry? How do vou
account for the fact that just so
many particles of one kind seek the
SOCI¢ ly of Ii'll-’. 8O many ]::1I‘li|‘1*‘.~' of
another, and that when they meet
they instantly form a ¢lad and last-
ing union? How do you know but

”n\\'

do you know thatthe vegetable does

atoms have love and hatred?

notenjoygrowing and that crystalli-

z.'lrinu i'*!'!lh i.-‘ not an .\(FIH’HJHU f'i'

delight?  How do vou know that a
vine bursting into flower does not
feel a thrill? We find sex in the
meanest weeds—how can you say
Ihr}' have no loves?

After all, of what use is it to
search for a creator? The I“”i(’l]!l‘\'
1S not thus solved. Yon ]i-n\v_\'.,ur
creator as much in need of a crea-
tor as anything your ereator is sup-
posed to have created., The bot-
tom of your stairs rests on nothing,
and the top of vour stairs leans up-
on nothing. You have reached no
solution.

The word God is simply born of
our ignorance. We go as far as
we can, and we ¢ay the rest of the
way is God. We look as far as we
can, and }n'.\'nhli the }HII’iZIITI, where
there is nought so far as we know
but blindness, we place our Deity.
We see an infinitesimal segoment
of a circle, and we say the rest is
(rod.

Man must give up searching for
the origin of ;|ll}'[f.iil;. No one
knows the origiu of life, nor of mat-
ter, nor of what we call mind. The
whither are

“}'j"llf"‘ }iiu(i T};l liT]l-—;-

!i--l:- ‘}.;ll DO AN ¢Ca1 ANnKwe - [n
the presence of these questions all
intellects are upon a level, The

barbarian knows exactly the same
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LI felentist, the | ;|.~'}.l‘ji;'|-
O80] :ll.r_ Uniy ,'_i;-|~i‘ '.\},": !Illl l\

r}.,.\- have had so ne ~-1;:--r'||tfi1!';|]
information pretend toanswer these
questions, and the unknowable. the
ir:-:'~'~-f":r". the unfathomable, 18
the realm occupied wholly by the
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The World Moves.
BY HORACE SEAVER

l\[["‘ of h l‘ir-l_\', :|'||} I--ul't||-
of government have ilwavs

been foreed upon men by
the common mareh of events: and
that stute of g0 ety or form of gov-
ernment which existed at one per-
1od of a nation’s i;i-T{nr‘_\" and was
sufficient for all its wants, will not
| be tol rated at a later ]r'!ilnf. W ho
at the present day would wish to
return to a state of society, with its
accompanying manners and form of
government, and religious institu-
tiong, such as existed in Great

Britain in the time of the Druids,
lor the Romans, or the Saxons, or
‘the Normans? How many Protest-
wnts Wonld wigh to revive the davs
when Catholicism was in its glory
and its power, and the i'l’.’l!lti of
;n-rwl-nrinu dried up the blood of
the martyrs?

These changes were but mani-
festations of the common progress
of things, and they all happened
naturally and unavoidably, inde-
pendent of the eontrol of govern-
Catholieism
Protest-

antism came after Catholieism, and

‘ments or individoal =,

succeed Paganism; then

both are now |n-l'l|;_r superceded ln}'
dissent; and all the evils which
these changes brought upon the
people of other days, as well as the
miseries that have befallen nations
in our own times, are solely attrib-
utable to the insane and blasphem-
ous endeavors of huaman rulerg to
st up their authority against Rea-
son and Progress, and to tell man
he should ge no farther,

And have all the treasures wast-
ed and the blood ,-al;iHm] — all the
persecutions and punishments and
revolting erimes which have taken
place to keep man and his institu-
tions stationary, effected the object
for  whieh they were intended?
Turn to history for an answer
look back

days of our forefathers, and ask if

from ocur (l:i‘.'.‘-‘, to the

any of the many powerful endeay-
Oré to prevent changes, ever yet
succeeded. [("rr:i-inr,.'ii 'I.}anl];_:hl.u_
What an immenge book lllii-f}'[ be
composzed on all things once be-
heved, of which it is necessary to
rlu;:;}>t_~—[\'u]?:l!r*‘.

ANO

-

_\Il ()
Devils.

BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH.

OR myself, the only devil 1
know is that black devil
Iignorancefostered by knav-

ery and tyranny; a devil personi-
fied by the eredulons n anv, and

kept up in the past by the learned
but treacherous few. who preferred
to rule the Hlgsses il_\‘ their f"iif'."-‘
rather than to onide them i}-r'ull;_-h
their love, The devil has, indeed,
not been a roaring lion, but a cow-
:II'IHA\‘ and treacherons | 0a constrie-
tor; it has enveloped in its massive
folds glorious truths, and in the
fierceness of its brute power has
crushed themn in its writhings. But
oh! a glorious day is coming: amid
the heretofore ;_:hnrlrr of Iil}_’lif the
bright rays of the rising sun are
prercing, the light of trath dispels
the mists of ignorance, Bright facts
drive out duark 1]:-;’|i~ainn_-; niiuhl‘\‘
truths trivmph over pious frauds,
and no longer need men be affright-
ed by the notion of an omnipotent
fiend wandering thr ugh the earth,
ever seeking their damnation.

Yes — to

phraseology of a writer in Macmil-

Jl;al'liu”_\' ai'upl the

lan’s Magazine—I do refuse to see
in God a being omnisecient as om-
nipotent, who puts us into this
world without our volition, leaves
us to struggle through it as we can,
unequally pitted against an almost
omnipotent and supersubtle devil,
and then, if we fail, finally drops
us out of this world into hell fire,
where a legion of inferior devils
find constant and never ending em-
ployment in inventicg fresh tor-
tures for us; our erime being that
we have not succeeded where sue-
cess was rendered impossible, No
high, no manly, no humane think-
ings are developed in the doetrine
of devils and damnation.
tent faith, it
teacher and the taught, by its ab-

[f a po-

degrades alike the

horrent mercilessness: and if a
form, instead of a faith, then is the
devil doctrine a misleading sham,
which frightens weak minds and
never develops strong men.—[A
Few Words Abont the Devil,

Man is by birth so poor a crea-
ture that he is good only when he

-

dreamse, He needs illusions to

make him do what he ought to do
for the love of good. This slave
has need of fear and of lieg to per-
form his duty. Yon get the mass
of men to make sacrifices only by
giving them assurances that they
will be paid back. The self-denial
of the Christian is only a shrewd
calculation, an investment for the
cake of the “kin;_rr]nm of God.”—
[I‘:rh---t Renan.
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