Torch of Reason

111
). E. Hosmer Editor
P W {jeel Yia LU el
L | B 2 Al -
l¢
Notice!
\ | |
to 1 P
I' I ¢
F10 W 1T i
Wi e V¢ t b Nes
01 ¢ Lrist \ ) g ’ e 21
geribers and n mple ¢ T

Cramped.

This week our school hasincrea
ed in numbers about thirty-five per
cent. This fills up our study room
almost to its limit and will neces-
sitate the oreanlzatlon Ol tner
classes, What to do  we j.lf'll:_‘.
know, but we can only do our best.
We ought to have more room. Our
regular school building should be
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finished at once.

to teach the natural sclences,
What can we do? We can hold
the fort—we can I\'tt-[l up the fire
against old grizzled Ignorance and
Superstition until we receive rein-
forcements. And ;l‘ilfwll_'_'h we
sometimes grow faint with over ex-
ertion and the scorching breath of
the enemy, yet like the explorers
of old, we have burned our bridges

behind ns and we will—we must

conguor.

‘I Do Not Know."”

¢ I"' mber Sth vou *““'"‘.1"‘ .Ifl" ques

tion of a “.‘"r.l}'t'rr:.+- Power”, and

from the various standpoints of your

reasoning reach the conelu ion*1l do

not know’: Pardon me for the sug-
gestion, but vour line of reasoning

l[l}.:;ml tOo any li]‘ the llil*'l.-‘lll"l.l l-II

lature \\w'_l..ll ‘.l';l~l LO TEJ" same con
onclusion. With equal fo you
m its axis or move in its orbit

wround the sun, No one ever saw 1

ht say the earth did notrevolve

our argument on what the human
mind recognizes as such facts and
truths.

First. there can be no such thing
as an absolute vacuum, or nothing
Therefore the universe 1=, \l‘.\\.;_\h

}].1= !N"'H_ .':l:'i .'!‘I‘~\:t\'~ \‘.1.:. ln'_ e

'ihli, the universe 18 limitless, and

therefore centerless, ']".'.!r*], there
was no beginning, and can be no
end. Fourth, there i1s nothing 1n
the universe but matter, and all so-
called natural law but the effect
of matter operating on matter.
This may not yel be termed a self-
evident .lll'.:'l. but 1s "."l'.'l}l:.l‘ of de-
monstration from the fact that
there ig no such thing asa vacuum.
Fifth that no part can be equal to
or greater than the whole.

As there can be no vacuum, and
the universe is, because it must be,
and as it had no beginning, and can
have no end, there 18 no cause for
its existence, and no supreme pow-
called it into existence. A supreme
power, in the sense used }r_\ the or-
t“[ml‘_\ man, must bLe a central
power, Its abiding place must be
as much here, upon this earth, as
in the remotest imaginable spot.
Such a supreme power must be here
and everywhere, [t must be co-

l‘\'.i‘I..'-:;'\'!'“i']l I|[|" lllii\"'I"*' i'**‘}ll.

So-called natural law 18 but the
eflect produced DYy matter operal
ng upon maltter. In the spring-

time all vegetable and animal mat-
ter seems to take on new life, The
orass shoots forth from i1ts seeming
hiding-place. The leaf bursts forth
from seemingly lif less trees, The
bird builds its nest, and most ani-
I||:1;~ male, We -.'t_\ 1.1 ?]lh 1S ti;;*‘
to natural law, but the fact 1s 1t 18
due to matter (the sun) operating
on matter (theearth). The process
we do not know, but we do know

reason of any natural law, but
their [uwi?in:l and course is due to
the action of one upon the other,
just as the organs of the human
3...13.\' act ]l\ reason Of the action of
one upon the other, and all upon
wch other. All is but the effect of
matter operating upon matter.
What is true of our planetary sys-
temm must be true of all others.
This is self evident.

We have then nothing 1In t hi

universe but matter and the chang-

roduced in matter operating on

€S ]
matter. What these effects may b
are as varied and numerous as the
quality and mass, and the varied
and countless positions which mat-
ter may be 1 with respect to itself
and other matter. These varied
and countless i"‘lfllllll.-, which we
call the phenomena of nature, are
due entirely to changing positions.
The universe is but one endless
chain of matte o 1'l>|:.-l:ll|1‘|_\' 'lllllll‘__'-
ing form and place, and doing it by
reason of its own inert power. That
power is the whole universe itself,
and is the supreme power,

\I.I.].\'i!;: this reasoning to the
earth, on the facts as we know
them., we can account for all the
phenomena of nature. By them
we ascertain the cause,

'he changed positions of the
earth to the sun make our geasons.
This constant changing position
brings forth the seed whieh !i!r'li“
into perfect grain. The pressure ol
matter upon the air gives us the
gentle breeze, as well as the cyeclone,
[t causes the waters to evaporats
and fall In gentie rains which

moistens and refreshens the verd-

ure of the earth, alded bv the ac-
t101 of the sui This action of
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CHARLES K. TENNEY.

”We Do Know."”

'Y 1 1 1 1 .
Our veloved friend and co-work-

er, Mr., Chas, K. i-t‘hll'_‘.. of Madi
son, Wis.. has, under the title, *|
Do Not Know.” given the readers
of !Ill' 'l‘. rch some very excejlen
thoughts. The discussion of such
(e stions in the spirit of fairness,
kindness and helypfulness is bound
to do us all much good and through
us lead many to the pinnacle of
the stable and :»I'I‘\' tower of Free-
thought.

We know that most of Friend
Tenney’s argumenis are based on
sound I'l'.-l.-uhill;_'. but we fail to see
thet he has proven oul <sta_.ement
in_ error. He says that we
know that matter, acting on mat-
er, and all f'-'llrl"ll-i-fl in one limit-

less expanse, known as the uni-
verse, is the supreme power”.

Now here 135 where our friend has
certainly made a mistake. He

1

should not have said “we’’, for 1t is
a fact that the editor of the Torel
of Reason does not know that ther

The idea of a

man-like god 18 too absurd to be

18 a4 supreme power,

1

admitted into our discussion, and
readers should not for a moment
think either of us entertains <uch
<illy, unscientitic notions; but wi
know there are certain powers 0Ol

yature. Now th

s¢ powers mani-
fest to us in the form of light, heat,
inertia, gravity, electricity, ete

combined, according to Mr. I

ney’s reosoning, in the suprem
power, but, alth o N he resujta
of al eS¢ Irces 1= ti 1111 VeS¢ &
we Lind 1t, y SO { thes POWers
are 1n direct opj <1t101n tO On¢




