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National Convention.

American Seenlar Union and Free
mght Federation will

Washi orton I[ 11, 70 E. Adams o]

1 . . "h . v ']
b et i e iz Y N Ovem el
18, 19 and 20 I'he obiject of this

1

(Congress is to transact the regular

husiness of this association 1o devise
nlans for better organization and
for the prosecution of ite work dur-
ing the coming vear, to advocate
the complete gecularization of our
(rovernment. to disseminate a know-
ledge of the

!}ra-ll;;};‘, and to G‘Ilai‘lrll' I,iln-'m]-‘ to
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become better .xl'npl;tilltt*nl with each
other and to unite them in a closer
fellowship. The purposes for which
this Association was organized were
never more pressing. Its work must
be both defensive and aggressive,
We must defend our institutions
against the attacks that will un-
made upon them by
the Theocratic National
Association and its allies. We must

.i..uhtmll_\' be
Reform

prosecute with increased energy our
ight against the exemption of
church property from taxation, the
employment of chaplains, religious
instruction and eceremonies i nour
public schoolgs, Sunday laws,relig-
igious tests and religious proclama-
tions, appropriations to sectarian
institutions,donations of goverment

land for Roman chapels and dona-

tions  of goverment money to
Methodist Book Concerns. As a

result of our war with Spain it is
probable;that Cuba, Porto Rico and
the Philippines will become a part
of, or under the protectorate of our
R('iulllllii'. [f g0
that in providing for their gover-
ment the widest religious lil-erty
be secured for their inhabitants,and

, we must demand

that no partiality be show to any
church. To accomplish these pur-
poses Liberals must unite and co-
operate for their own protection and
the extension of intelligence, free
thought and liberty. We therefore
urge Liberal thinkers everywhere
to attend and to contribute to this
Congress, We shall strive to make
its sessions interesting and profi-
table to them.
address them, inspiring mueic will

Able speakers will
be rendered, and fraternity and
‘._flll‘J(l I'}]l'f'l' “]“ :11}”1]!“‘_

Funds are needed to defray the
expenses of the Congress and carry
on the work of the society. Its use-
fulness has been impaired in the
funds. This

Christians

past by a lack of

should not he allowed.
contribute annually an average of
$10 each for the support of their
[s our cause less worthy
We have
indifferent to its

church.
of support than theirs?
no right to be
<uccess and withhold from it our
support.  We owe a debt to the
heroie men and women of the past

who labored and suffered that we

might have a greaier freedom than
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We owe a nil."__'.' to our living work-
ers — to sustain those who are op-
posing religious superstition and ec-

4P StICa e IaTOY, We™ ahionia
encourage them and aid them. If
all would do their part the vietory
The battle of

Santiago, it is well known, was won

\\t-llfli SO0n Iw Ours.

because very soldier did his llll[}'.
the midst of the
battle a portion of the army had

."“"ll}ri H.-‘;I|;_f that in

withdrawn, or stacked their arms
and left their comrades at the front
to face alone that hell of shells and
bullets, We owe a tilll_\' to poster-
ity.  We should strive to make the
future better than the past has
been.

We can leave our children no
richer legacy than an enlarged do-
main of intellectual liberty, the on-
ly sure foundation of our liberty,
We hope that every Liberal will
respond to this appeal at once,
Every dollar will be faithfully ex-
pended to advance the cause. Send
your contributions to the treasurer,

Otto Wettstein, Rochelle, Ill., or to

our secretary, or to the editor of

this paper.
J. E. REMsBURG, Pres.,
.\ll'lli.-tm, Kas.
E. C. REtchwALD, Sec.,
141 S, W ater St., Chicago, 111.

Stephen Girard.

Stephen Girard, the founder of
Girard University, was a lover of
children and gave his wealth to his
country.
have united so many apparently
He loved
children p:lssinrnulvl'\', and the sight

Very few men in history
contradictory qualities,

of a crippled or miserable-looking
urchin would bring tears to his
eyes. His devotion to the United
States never faltered, and at every
reverse during the war of 1812-15
he ground his teeth and, it is said,
French., At

length he offered to dedicate his en-

swore in his native

tire fortune to the war, lent the
government 3.3}{]!"],(}“(] and asked
no interest till the war closed. A
rich man who loves children and is
willing to give all his wealth to his
country must have a great deal of
glllll} ill hi'll.

His bravery was of the morally
When the yellow
fever scourged Philadelphia, and

sublime order.

had driven away most of the nurs-
es, he and Peter Helm worked two
months in the hospitals at the
most menial offices and shamed
the faint-hearted into bravery. An
(.’Ili[i“u-mj df'-

stroyed his right eye and distorted

affliction iv early
that side of his face, so the boys
nicknamed him by a french word
that might be translated “wall eye”.
He lost his mother when he was
quite young and his father was
a misera-

harsh. In -}1'11'[. he was
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Pupils are Given Every Opportunity to Learn
Without Being Hampered by Supersti-

tions and Dogmas.

[Location Healthful NY
Society (Good.

cxpenses Moderate
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