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Miracles.
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bility against the

witnesses, let us suppose that the

fact which they affirm, instead of

being only marvelous, is really mi-
raculous; and suppose, also, that
the testimony, considered apart and
in itself, amounts to entire proof;
in that case there is proof against
;urumf. of which the strongest must
ill with a diminution
of its force in proportion to that of
its antagonist,

A miracle is a violation of the
laws of nature; and as a firm and
unalterable experience has estab-
lished these laws, the pl‘nnf ;lg;lillﬁl
a miracle, from the very nature of
the fact, is as entire as any argu-
ment from experience can possibly
be imagined. Why is it more than
probable that all men must die;
that lead of itself cannot remain
suspended in air; that fire con-
sumes wood, and is extinguished by
water; unless it be that these
events are found agreeable to the
laws of nature, and there is requir-
ed a violation of these laws, or, in
other words, a miracle, to prevent
them? Nothing is esteemed a mir-
acle if it ever happen in the com-
mon ecourse of nature. It 18 no
miracle that a man seemingly in
good health should die suddenly;

kind of

than any

because such a death,
though more unusual
other, has yet been frequently ob-
served to happen. Bat it is a mir-
acle that a dead man should come
to life; because that has never been
observed in any age or country,
There must, therefore, be a uniform
experience against every miracu-

lous event, otherwise the event
would not merit that appellation,
And as a uniform experience
amounts to a proof, there is here a
direet and full proof, from the na-
ture of the fact, against the exist-
ence of any miracle; nor can such
a proof be destroyed or the miracle
rendered credible but by an oppo-
site proof which is superior.

The plain consequence is (and it
18 a general maxim worthy of our

attention), ‘“that no testimouy is

sufficient to establish a miracle un-
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Oonly gives us an assurance suitable
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mains after deducting the inferior.”
When any one tells me that he saw
a dead man restored to :if", | im-
mediately consider with myself
whether it be more probable that
this person should either deceive or
be deceived, or that the fact which
he relates should l:-;tf].\' have ||;l[.-
Ilt'I]!‘li. l \\t-iuh the one miracle
agalnst the other, and according to
the superiority which I discover 1
pronounce my Ii"i'l.‘j-'ll. and Hl“'il_\-"‘
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falsehood of his testimony would

reject the grealer miracle,
be more miraculous than the event
which he relates, then, and not till
then, can he pretend to command

my belief or opinion.—[Hume,

When ?

When have Infidels opposed in-
vestigation, education and scieuce?

When have Infidels founded in-
:illsili(}:‘.ﬂ to torture ]n-ulnlv into
their belief? :

When has Infidelity afllicted
mankind with 1200 years of woe
known as the “dark ages’?

When has Infidelity carried on
religious wars like the “Crusades”?

When has Infidelity slaughtered
50,000,000 pecple, as the mother
church has?

When nave Infidels murdered the
teachers of our race— as Bruno,
Servetus, and others?

When have Infidels vented their
spite udon the dead by digging up
and burning their bodies?

When have Infidels begun on St.
Bartholomew’s day and massacred
70,000 of their fellow men in one
week?

When have Infidels persecuted
the Jews, killed the Netherlanders,
and sold indulgences?

When have Infidels worshipped
bones, hair, rusty nails, ‘wood from

the cross,” and other relics?

’

When have Infidels driven peo-
ple from their homes, burned holes
in Quakers’ tongues, whipped wo-
men, and burned 400 at one time?

When have Infidels opposed com-
forts and refinements, such as the
introduction of carpets, stoves, vio-
lins and organs into churches?

When have Infidels put people
into prison for gsimply working on
Sunday, or for sending bible verses
through the mails?

When have Infidels been dishon-
est enough not to pay taxes on a
billior dollars’ worth of their prop-
erty, and little en»ugh to force

their doctrine into our public
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Woodworkers, don’t forget to send an
order for a set of the Forstner A 1LeT

Bite. Price, $2.60 by mail. See ad.
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