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discover that the amount wasg two
lf"”il'l" :"““.“

“Are you sure you counted it cor-
rectly ?”

“Yes:

times,

for 1
then

orandum on a piece of paper to

went over 1t three

and made a  mem-
he
doubly sure.”

“This seems a rather irah-l'u-~TiI1,‘_I

case, Mr. Hughes.

employed in your store’

\\']mll. Iu\'!‘ _\'l!ll
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“A young man and a boy., They

both have been with me for two

vears,”

“And you don’t suspect either of

them?”
“No,I feel sure they are innocent,
and yet I don’t know what to think.”

1
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“Is there any one ¢ suspect?’

“\n‘ no one.”

“Have you spoken to any one

e

about vour losses?
.,\'

“Has she mention

one except my wife.”
d it?”

“No: for she rn}u]:.:-fi me to f\'v'c‘p
silent about it,and come to the city
l'il:lt'll

on the I]I‘II] ] IHI_\' Hu\lll!'ufn;_\,' !l_fnl?t]-

and consult a detective. |
from, and they recommended me to
you.”

“When do you go home?”

“To-night.”

“Could you employ more help

without exeiting suspicion ?”’

“Y"‘. for I have been l]li:.l{ir.;
about putting on some one else, as

that |

my business is increasing so

actually require it.”

so arranged that unl <8 you touched

a spring, when opening 1t, it would
strike a gong.

“For three days nothing was
missed: but on the fouth, while Mr.,
”H\__f}n‘- and Ili_\-l"!f were the HII;_\'
persons in the store, a five-dollar
note dis l}-ln',ll'l-ll.

“The }rll‘\' had been sent out to
the

was

dt-]i\r-r some Iulil‘f'l|.1~l'r~. :llui

young man, Wwhose name

Samuel Silverton, was upstairs in

}ii— OwWn roon, |lIl'I'ill'ir|_{ l0 go out.

“Both Mr. Hughes and myself
had examined the drawer and

counted the money,; ;1||lI,.‘ll] hour
afterward, making another

the

'.illi‘li

examination, we discovered

money to be missing.
&t\ vy 2
this fact, I qui tly went upstairs to

As |

und 1t open, aud

we had ascertained

e iI' .‘4|:\'r']'l--li Was T]uI{,

PasSse d }11*~ door { f
saw him in the room.
“Surely he could not be the thief
'."\'I' { }1.'1'1

heard him ascend the

stairs to g0 to his room before we
counted the moneyv, and I now
found him there, But could he

the room and robbed
No, he could not:

and myself were the

have left
the drawer?

Mr.

only persons remaining, and no one

for
ilughes

but ourselves had been in the store
'illl'llf.zl_[_ [}1*' 1 hs¢ nce of the .-Ihr‘]‘_-_

l cane l{w‘.\.‘. ::.Ii I"'I"'f'"_t_'(l {ii L
Silverton was in hisg room.
1, what do v

W you think of it?’
asked Mr. Hughes.

II':il, among the boxes stowed under
the counter, was a barrel, with both
the head and bottom out, standing
near the drawer.

“The drawer was made so that it

would not come all the way out;
but when it was pulled out to the

end it would stop—being arrar ged

that way on purpose—so that 1 was
compelled to draw some nails in or-
der to examine every part of i
“The next thing I discovered was,
the

could be

drawer
let
the

that the back |r.‘iI'T of

was o

hinges, and
down from behind, even when
drawer was closed.

“I then examined the I!tnrr, and
discovered what appeared to be a
trap-door, but could find no way to
[ descended into the cel-
that |

trap-door,

Hill‘ll j?.

lar, and there found was

right, and that it was a

1

just large enough to allow a person

to squeeze through,and was opened

1
|‘_r:fli'!' or Cejl-

;i!!l] r..'l“'-Ti_'ilI T-rll[[| l:f|-
i.lr "il]".

showed him the means used

informed Mr.

Hughes, and

to ab-

stract the money.

“‘Well, you have found the mode.”
he said, “but who is the thief?’
."-r-i'II,‘ I re-

find

i

1O l"‘

“T’hat remains

plied; ‘but we will soon him,

:lii=i ‘1 {Ilill‘:\' i[ \\,11 be b S| |"[1
}]i]li 1n T}H‘ act.’
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gave a rap on the floor.

[I“"" :‘“*'Ill"'i Lo alarm siiverto
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lilr-('l'lili_
‘“‘Not so fast, my young fellow!

* PR A Wy 1 :
1 sald, as I KICKed away tue pal

and box.
“Mr. Hughes

and was just in time to see Silvert

came running down,

let himself drop to the ground.
“Before he could rise Mr. “l];_:!.- -
graspt d him },}- the arm and said
““You raseal! I'\‘r'l'.tHj_'}.'I you
last, have [?’
“Like

cowarda,

all sneak thieves, he was
and so showed himeself.

“Oh, Mr. Hughes,” he =aid, ‘I'y

done wnothing wrong—indeed,

deed, I haveu’t!’ |
“*Have done Ilulhji.ul'_'_ wrong, ¢

What were you doing up there?’
s '\\'h.\', I just saw the trap-di

and thought I would investigate

‘I’ll investigate you, you hy

crite, thief and

robber!” eried

angry owner. ‘I will put you
121l
jail.

“*Oh, dov’t! please don’t—]

never will do it again, Oh, g«

kind sir, please let me off this tir
il|i‘l T}lL' I"'a S }li [I:, [liul]‘l }li‘ l\':_. I
crying and sobbing like a child.

“‘How long has this been g

on? di mand d his master

‘Not

long, sir.’

“‘Don’t lie to me! How long
.1‘1.'\ ’
3 .-'l\: il '.\ [ :ltil"




