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\buse of the Mental Faculties.
BY EDGAR C. BEALL
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' we are struck by the faet that
{ different freulties are not ail of
» same rank or importance, and

t some of them are adapted to

he leaders and directors of the
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\bundant experience shows that
mankind are happiest when acting
nder the supreme control of the
moral sentiments and enlightened
intellect.  That is, allowing to each
of the Jower propeunsities a sphere
f activity which shall be pronounc-
d by the intellect to be legitimate,
ind which can give no offense to the

noral sentiments. The propensi-
ties are entirely blind, simply de-
siring gratification, without the
18t power to determine their
proper objects.  Thus, for example,
Alimentiveness simply desires food;
but the assistance of the intellect is
ssary to decide as to what 1s
lesome. Acquisitiveness, if in-
ged without any reference to the
sions of the intellect, would be

as much gratified by the accumu-
of stolen |:ru;u-r1_\' as h_\‘ the
eeds of a legitimate business,
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evolence is quite as blind as
\limentiveness. It simply prompts
leeds of kindness, and, unless
trolled by inteilect and Consci-
usness, would be delighted to
from the rich in order to help
poor. In fact, this manifesta-

IS h.\' no means ilifl't'rlilt-IJT.
nscientiousness, although itself
h a power for good, and s0 nec-
csRary for the control of the other
ulties, is also entirely dependent

n the intellect for _'__'Hili;l.}:' e. In-
d, vothing can be more obvious
n that in every age and clime
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Now, the faculty of Veneration,
like the appetite for food, cannot of
itself suggest a ect which shall
deserve its hon ige If 1t can be

superior to reason, why have the
religious nations of the world al-
wWays ““I'-]I”'ln d de 1ties which cor-
responded exactly in character to
the ]r!'ll'l".ﬂ' intellectnal status of
their votaries? That Veneration
must be directed through the intel-
lect to its objects, is too self-evident
to require any extended illustra-
lilnH,
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The faculty of Wonder, miscalled
"F]-i!‘illl:tiit_\'.“ has been regarded
by many as properly the faculty of
faith in the supernatural, and par-
lil’lll:!l']}' in the Christian bible
Sut if it has the power to select its
n}-_iw'!, “!I‘\‘ 18 1t stimulated ll‘\' cog-
nitions and beliefs which vary as
interminably as the intellectual
training and uiases of its possess-
ors? As, for Instance, among
hammedans we find it excited and
gratihed by the Koran, although
nnaffected l-_\' the traditious of

Juddhism. Among the Jews we

find it marveling at the fables of

the Pentateuch, although indiffer-
ent to the alleged miracles of
Christ; while among Roman Cath-
olies and Protestant Chliristians its
]-h:lw»nf manifestation present still
different

=0me

peculiarities;, whicl in

respects are diametrically
u].}m-ml to each other and to those
The cold intel-

lectual act of belief, combined with

of al! other creeds.

the influence of this faculty, consti-
tutes “faith”; but alone, Wonder
produces simply pleasurable emo-
tion when any remarkable eircum-
gtance I8 l"ll[LllI'I!;ji';ilt‘ll to the
mind. As its gratification depends
solely upon the novel or extrava-
gant character of certain objects
(‘ul.?i‘llllli:ll-ii h‘\' the intellect, it
said to stimulate

may be OF pro-

duce belied 1 those -Ii-_;-i"=, from
the fact that 1t ."l']r*-i«' every act of
the intellect which would divest
them of their marvelous qualities
Thus. when an individual has been
taught to believe the reputed Chris-
tian miracles, a large development
of Wonder, by filling the mind with
agreeable sensations awaks ned in
consequence of that belief, in 1ts
turn. biases the judgment in favor
of the reality and legitimacy of the
I!.:I':i'}""‘. “ i- T}HI~ i‘tl‘:i,}"}'\' il:]!.u--.-

:ible that this sentiment can pos

sess any superiority over the intel-
lact as .-:|.'¢]. to ‘H:T:'|, whe T'.' I
lect \ &

ts verv nature it must antagonize

,‘f!,.”I1._ to |T.-':'-r'-_",'_> I}ii‘.'.""ll‘

Mo- |
Il(’lillil:t' the I'l':lnt.\' of certain ob-
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upon which it feeds. Ind: pendent-

Iy fintellectual cognition, it 18 no
more able to solve the whence and
the whither, or to teach us the du-
ties of hife, than the avarice of a

?1.f="l‘ or the l';_""'.;.“!!! 'F a tvrant.
~ rt-;_[.'trni_-‘ the 1'vl1|.‘iii.ii.;_’ one of
led
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the =o-cal '.*]’il'it ual faculties”,

Hope, it is thought by many to be
the basis of the almost universal
belief in the immortality of the
and therefore an indireet

prcof that there is a future life.

There are, however, no facts to sup-

port the assumption that Hope, un- |

aided by external evidences pre-
sented to the intellect, would in-
-Iirn-ti\'vly suggest a belief in a
spirit world. The true office of this
faculty, regarded by itself] is =im-
ply to produce a feeling of confi-
dence in the future attainment of
whatever the other faculties may
desire, without any reference to
possibility, probability or reasona-
bleness. Heunce, to as=ert that these
three faculties possess within them-

: re] an 1n I icrnryrvas . 3/
selves an intelligence whit

jects, the existence of which is de-
lesod by the intellect to be impos-
sible or ineredible, because in direct
conflict with the first principles of
seientific and philosophical investi-
gation, 1= as irrational as to say
that the paintings of Rembrandt or
Titian can delight the blind, or
that the symphonies of Beethoven
can thrill the deaf.

That these faculties have for
many ages been exercised to a great
exlent in connection with a belief
in the a-lllu-r'n:itllr;i}, may be easily
explained. The function of Won-
der, as before stated, is to inspire in
the mind a sympathy for anything
new, remarkable; or apparently in-
explicable, under circumstances
where demonstration is for the time

diffieult
]

belng irn;n;u'Tiv;lhlu- or
This love for the uuusual, the ex-
travagant and the romantie, re-

lieves the mind of that staid, mat-

)
ter-of-fact tendency, which may of-
ten be observed among individuals
of all ranke, and manifestly serves
useful purpose in offsetting
what would otherwise be a too
skeptical and disagreeably incredu-

With-

out a certain degree of this ele-

lous action of the intellect,

ment, the mind is almost as prone
to eneer at new and extraordinary
scientifie truths as to reject the su-
pernatural. The faculty of Vener-
ation naturally reveres the ancient,
tie lur“-'*"fll} and the ;_Hlluf, thus
producing the digposition to recog-
nize and

submit willingly to

a "’-I"‘-"i'_\'- [ts influence, when

predomipant, is well illustrated in
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the sycophantic character of the
negro; while the American Indian,
who has a great deal of Combative-
eSS, Destructiveness and Self-
esteem. bows to no one but the
“‘great spirit”. Hope, In its nor-
mal aetion, looks to the future and
directs the mind to a contempla-
tton of the ]m.‘r-”l]t‘ tl]jt'.\'ll“‘lll.‘" be-
yond the present.

By comparing these facts of nor
mal mental funection with the his-
tory of religious creeds, it is very
evident that the whole strueture of
supernaturalism, with all its beaun-
ties and terrors, has been developed
from an abuse of the mental facul-
ties, rather than by an obedience to
the true bible of nature. — [The
Brain and the Bible.

Are We Civilized?

Well may thoughtful
doubt if this nineteenth ecentury,

persons

about which we blow 8o much, is,

'after all, really o enlightened and

progressive. [ can imagine a body
of New Guinea savages capering
about a stuffed snake and” making
night hideous with their sengeless
nhowls, I know thev are ignorant,
uneducated savages, and they do
not know better. 1 can smile at
their capers even while I pity their
ignorance. But they have my re-
gpect, for they do not blow about
their enlightenment, their pro-
gressiveness, their wealth, their
charity, and costly ehurches or bar-
racks. They array their bodies in
queer habiliments when performing
their “religious’” devotions, and in
that they resemble the Salvation
Army soldiers,who seem to imagine
that the striking character of their
dress is an outward and visible
symhol of internal righteousness.

Jut where the real difference oe-
curs is here—the men and women
who are accused of howling and yel-
ling in the middle of their weird
songs or hymns or whatever they
call the semi-Pagan and wholly
blasphemous parodies on music-hall
ditties, with which they garnish
their services, are supposed to be
educated and
~Sel.

intelligent people,

It 18 better to stand alone on the
truth than with a crowd upon mere
opinions.—American Sentinel,

[f any man is able to convince
me that I do not think or aet right,
[ will gladly change; for I seek
the truth, by which no man was
ever injured. But he is injured who
abides in his error and his ignor-
M. Antonius,
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