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similarits :nd absuraites.
1Al freedom of thought and
and privileges in all matters con-
g , and to this end the repeal of all
xempt charch property from taxation;
a observance of Sanday as the Bab-
\ppropriate | ubli funds for secta-
tions; that tolerate any religious exer-
gs. display or prayer in any public
or institution maintained wholly or
¢ . 1c expense, and generally, to ac-
t total separation of cburch and
ffect the secularization of government
\nd na MMial.
i er, orgunize e#nd assist auXilliary
itions and Secular *unday schools
ing of science and morality through-
te, and appoint and commI)lssion lec-
teachners,
I escribe, adopt, publish, sell and dis-

books, pamphlets and papers advocating
1d principles

itect, by every lawful means, any mem-

< equal religious or civi rghts are
1
lly, to do and encourage every act
and thing necessary or conducive to

nent of 1ts |r|';‘--| 15,

What a Gathering.

nposed by F. 8. Matteson, of Turner,
and sung at the unveiling of Katie Kehm
- s nd Mrs, Muggie Casner’s monuments

er, Ure., the first day of the T'enth aAn-
nvention of the Oregon Btate Secular
July3, E. M, 208,

Ny, SUNCAAY,

leasant July morning,
the l r':-n-Ti1r|1;'_:|':‘. }n-r-[||" cone,

| the radiance in their faces we shall

Bee .

v from their far-off places

fthe \\.' ioner I[n-n[|||"- |'|||]':||‘--._

1 cathering, what a gathering that
will be!
CHORUS,
What a gathering, what a gathering,

What a gathering of the champions

Of the Freethought cause we'll see,

What a gathering, what a gathering,

What a gathering of the Secularists
that will be !

ch holds our Katie’s form,
And tears of grief will mingle with our

We gather round the precious ground

r!_’li.‘-;

We recall her splendid talents,

And her [:il':l“-'illj\'. k]]ll“}' wayvs,

\nd the intellectual radiance in hereyes.

From the fruitage of her labors

~hall our j]l-]-il‘&ltilnh come,

o the Recularists over every land and
sea,

[0 aid them in redeeming

(renerations vet unborn,

And from s:|1].|-1':-tili'rr1'r- bondage set
them free.

Tenth Annual Convention.

Sunday morning dawned bright
ind beautiful, and the people of
The time
for the Tenth Annual Convention

Wagner were all astir,

f the Oregon State Secular Union
1l arrived. The Executive Board
d decided that the little settle-
ment in Kahler Basin, Grant coun-
known as

ty, Oregon, Wagner,

<hould be treated to a gathering of
Secularists such as was never be-
iore known.  For several days the
neighbors had gathered together to
prepare for the coming event. A
irge platform had been built in a
A roof of

green boughs protected it from the

grove near the store.
“un; a speaker’s stand was at one
nd and a music stand at the side.
music was to be dis-
f.-'h‘-i'tl fnr the

irom which

l'r-lrll‘f"

dancers.

om neighboring towns and settle-

ments had come prepared to camp,

ind officers and members of the

Union were present from hui dreds

[ miles away. From the flagpole

State Secular Union.

1 1
fu vV Ami | lag pul hased
for the occas
l' T y a I n SUndaay
.|'.'_\ od, pe ;-;- m horsebad k and in
buggies and wagons were seen tray-
eling toward the little cemetery in

Haystack valley where were laid to

rac t ‘ . ey ',
rest, -l-',.\w.l_’ other Iriends :I]ll{ !u\-

ed ones, Kati I\'"},III ~mith and
Mrs. Maggie Carsner. I'his, the
first ti;l_\' of the co vention, was to

be devoted to exercises at the graves
of these noble heroes and the un-
veiling of the monuments erected
to then memory. The graves had

been decorated with flowers and
vines and a shade erected for the
speakers and the audience. The
crowd =oon assembled and the exer-
cises were commenced by singing
“What a Gathe I'il:;ﬂf”1 (‘nn.lnnmf for
the occas;on }l}‘ K
Turner, Oregon. During the sing-
ing the veils that covered the mon-
uments were removed and disclosed
to view the inscriptions, Secular
Wett-

stein Freethcught badge engraved

mottoes ElIi{I fi:_'llI"'r-? l'f ”H‘

one on each monument. The one
erected to the mémorv of Katie

Kehm Smith bore the Inscription:

DEDICATED BY HER FRIENDS TO A

At the close of thesong Mr, Mack
Ramsby, a thorough Secularist and
the oldest man in the community,
made a few fitting remarks, wel-
coming the people to Wagner. The
president responded, with thanks
on behalf of the visitors, and, after

the singing of another song, intro-

g,
duced the speaker of the day, Miss
Kate DePeatt, who spoke at length
along lines impressing the assem-
bled audience with their duty to the
memory of the noble ones whe lay
beneath the sod and dedicating the
monument to Truth, Justice and
I:i;_:ht.

was sung, after which Mr, Geer, in

Another appropriate song

a few remarks, paid tributes of re-
spect to the m« mory of Mrs. Smith
and Mrs,
ended the exercises at the cemetery

(Carsner. Another song

and the first day of the conven-

Ii'li!. 'l'."H‘ [ri‘ll[u!f' ]'n-?llrlu'd to t}l*'fl‘

respective homes with a feeling of
satisfaction with the afternoon’s ex-
ercises,

The next day was July 4th, and
was to be devoted to the celebra-
tion of our nation’s independence
and the cause of Liberty. A crowd
of enthusiastic Secularists, with now
and then a Christian, gathered in
the little grove under the arbor
near the

beautiful

erected for the
creek. The

wnd the assembled crowd was light

purpose

day was

hearted and gay, but far from being
noisy. The little boys were shoote.
.5;gr‘k. Is, “:ii Imen .'{f.li Wi)-

king over old times

. S. Matteson, of

nd spe iting the prospects of
having a glorious four while the
.\ L 1 l W
| i
At tl \ppointed hout e crowd
was called together by singing
Land of Lilertv”, after which
Minnie P. Hosmer read selections

from the Declaration of [lnl* Pt nd-
ence. Miss Jane DePeatt followed

with a vocal solo, which was well
Miss Kate DePeatt

recited ‘“‘Ingersoll aud Jehovah”,

I*l‘li\'l-l. ;il.tl
which'brought rounds of applause.
T'he song “My Sweetheart Went
Maine”; by Mrs.
Hosmer, was appreciated by all.
J. K,

was l}u-u ‘lh[!‘--tillrui al t] Ith'-t‘l]ll'fl

Down with the

Hosmer, orator of the 11;1'\'.

his .-Ili-_iw‘!. “The New Declaration
In a manner be-
The subject

Ol I'l‘;ll\L'EHII was not ]’urf_;ulh*l-..;n.d

of Inde Pt ndence’
fitting the occasion,

nllhnilnx}' and [n}'irr&lt'r;lfl were

handled

which was well

with ungloved hands,
received by the
audience composed largely of Secu-
lasted

an hour, but not a word was Jost

l:l'i"l"". 'l‘}lt‘ Jit]liI'P,‘-.‘i aover

by the attentive audience. The

choir sang a song, and with an an-
nouncement of the afternoon pro-

gram the meeting was dismissed for

—

dinner. And such a dinner! It

could not be described: but it was

relished, and that is enough. It

O ui

takes Secularists to prepare g

things to eat, and the Wagner Sec-

ularists beat all the rest.

wr, that 1t was a foolish ehallenge,

as no woman would acknowledge

Carsner, of Wagner, then sug

a collection to assist in de-

fravine the expenzes of the conven-

tion. Twenty dollars and fifty

cents was raised in a few moments,

1

ailiu (u¢ Liecling was dismissed Dy

the singing of the chorus, “Help It
On”.
vas still high, but the

dancers were anxious to pegin their

The sun

part of the program, so the seats
were removed from the center of
the platform, the music was start-
ed and the fun was again com-
menced, only to cease a short time
for the supper hour, then to be
resumed again with extra vigor.
[Xxcellent order prevailed and not
a single person failed to enjoy the
dance, At lliitilii},_{hl oysters were
served, and again the dance was re-
newed, not to be interrupted until
day began to dawn and the stars to
vanish, when to home and to bed
went the dancers, light hearted and
gay, though with sleepy eyes and
All were satisfied with
the celebration of our nation’s inde-

weary feet,

pendence and the second day of
the convention,

The next day was to be devoted
to the husiness gessions of the Un-
ion, and the members and friends
assembled to exercise their rights
It is need-
less to say that advice came thick-

as voters and advisers,

There er than votes, but both were needed

was enough to feed an army after | in order to transact the business in

the assembled guests had been sat-
isfied, but it came in good play for
supper. A jul]}' crowd had been

brought together and there was
nothing to mar the occasion. Ev-
eryone was in the best of spir-
its and good will and good order
pre railed.  Stomachs were filled,
appetites were s=atisfied and more
than twelve baskets full of frag-
ments remained to be laid away.
An hour or so was spent in visit-
ing, when the seats were arranged
for another program.

A chorus, “Guard the Right”,
called the assembly together. The
orchestra then discoursed come mu-
sie, and Mr. and Mrs. Hosmer ren-
dered a character song, which met
with great applause and laughter,
Miss Kate DePeatt was then intro-
duced and addressed the meeting
on “Adulterated

.“';Ili' -!aukr* fllf('i];:.\', with jh[a-“:-w j“_

Govérnment”,

terest in her subject, and received
great applause from her hearers.
Many of the crimes of society she
laid at the door of ri']i‘uilrll. while
the erimes of politics were charged
Miss
DePeatt’s address was followed by
talk by “Uncle Mack”
Ramsby, who made some titting re-

to priesteraft ana kingeraft,
a short
marks for the occasion. Mr. Rams-
by, who is nearing his four score
years,ended his talk by challenging
any woman of his age to run a foot
race. He was promptly informed
by Dr. Griffin, a few years bis sen-

a manner right and just to all. The
meeting was called to order by
President Geer, who impressed the
members with the grave duty rest-
ing upon them and placed the bus-
iness in the hands of the conven-
The minutes of the ninth
‘annual convention were read and
approved, and the president ap-
'pointed the following committees:
'Order of Business, C. E. Glaze of
Dayville, G. C. Gillespie of Wag-
ner, and G, R. Wagner of Monu-
Credentials, C,

tion.

ment; N. Wagner
of Wagner, M. P. Hosmer of Silver-
ton, and D. C. Andrews of Lone
Rock; Constitution and By-Laws,
J. E. Hosmer of Silverton, W. H.
Gates of Wagner, and Kate De-
Peatt of Ashland; Ways and Means,
A. J. Shrum of Grade, Kate De-
Peatt and J. E. Hosmer; Resolu-
tions, D. C. Andrews, A. Officer of
Dayville; and M, P, Hosmer.
Vice-president Carsner caused
quite a heated discussion by a point
of order and an appeal. The best
of order and good will prevailed,
and after gome excitement Mr, Cars-
ner good-naturedly withdrew his
appeal and the convention adjourn-
ed for dinner.
sembled and adopted the reports of
the committees on order of business
and credentials

At 2 o’clock the convention reas-

without debate,
I'he report of the committee on con-
stitution and by-laws was then

r

' '1“1: -‘”J—’i—i"-‘-‘ing some amendments
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