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loral Courage Makes Heroes.

Y B. F. UNDERWOOD.
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ittribute can be acquired. 1
to let them know this
there are some Hlows
vho are brought into the world with
i timid nature that causes them
much suffering. While having an
«dmiration for brave men, tilr_\' feel
it they are cowards, and, accus-
g themselves to this belief]

ey never attempt to fight against
weakness, Do you know, I
1/lv believe that most of the not-
| brave men of the world have be-
me brave simply by
‘matically overcoming cowardice,
LLannes, Napoleon’s most
lashin l, sav, ‘T’he man
) says he never felt fear is a pol-
and a liar.” But while Lan-
nes thus acknow ]ml;_rvtl to the sen-
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feeling that it is better to
in to be regarded as a coward

suffer humiliation.

man doe= not make his own
e, and whether he shall be a
man cCr a coward does not

nd upon his own decision. En-
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nmere combativeness, 1 s- Moral conrage ecan be cultivated
ition to fight for the sake of fight- ! and strengthened by moral disei-
i"'-—" and this I ind nationsg out- ;']Hir' and action, such as the lives
grow in proportion as they become ! of many men and women demand.
enlighteried and the necessity for It is fortified and increased in

maintaining the fie

hting spirit and
iiT?:!'llll' Ceases 1| ) EX181
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courage, althoueh thev do not dis-

an old soldier's” words

mean to commend 18 moral

T!li“

tinguish from ordinary fear-
essness and readiness to fieht. Mor-
al courage 1s that quality which
makes even those who are physie-
ally weak and ordinarily timid,
ready to face danger and sacrifice
life itself for the I‘:_:_:'ht. Moral cour-
age makes heroes and martvrs I
nerves the delicate worman to ¢n-
dure hardships and perils and to
make sacrifices from which most
;:PI'HHIH \\“Illrl][ (ir'\'n[inll to s0ome

|ll‘il|t'i[1|t' and purpose deemed hi'._'in

and  noble; would instinctively
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Soldiers when they.go into battle,
are in proportion as reason and re-
st1ll hold amid the

flection SwWay

excitement, conscious of danger and

the chances of falling dead or
wounded. The counsciousness of
such danger is accompanied by
more or less fear. After awhile the
ear becomes accustomed to the

whistling of bullets, the roar of
, and
the eye in like manner becomes fa-
miliar with the sight of comrades

dead and dying, but the soldier

[ who remains cool and self-possess-

ed amid the noise and smoke of
battle does not cease to realize that
his life 18 in peril.

For

with moral conrage and self-respect

this very reason the man

makes a better soldier than does
the man who is destitute of these
qualities. Moral courage and pride
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mere physical courage would not
from going to the

restrain them

rear. Soldiers who have true pride
are thereby impelled to act In a
way to command their own respect
as well as the approval of their fel
lows. Though theyv shake with fear
they will stand firm in their places,
dving rather than turn their backs
) They prefer death
for

to the enemy.

to disgrace [t is easier them

to remain in the fight than to leave
it. The shame, the reproach, the

humiliation of failing their country

in the supreme monment of 1ts need,

is too great to ineur, even though
thev can !}n-n-}._\- esCape death
This is the way 1~r'lIh-r*'-[l'l'?1'lr;_"
man feels when the instinct of seli-
preservation would, but for hs
pride, make his legs take hin
possible, out of danger
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oreat ining characters of the race

Conte l||i|_;1!iuh of those
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and by the
deeds which make the
student of iuintr-r"\' tingle with ad-
miration as he reads of them.
Strenoth, ."1!';|]"I|. ]-h_\-f";il enduar-
with hardships
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and experience in battle are neces-

most effective sol-
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diers. Moral qualities cannot take

the i't'i"i' of these ;lt]\'.'llli.'l_u"-, but
they add to them and are necessary
to make the Lighest type of soldier,
*-"l]l'il A8 I8 III)‘-‘-HI!I' \\'}H'l'l' llll'l'l’ 18
intelligence, a principle or a senti-
ment to fight for and moral enthus-
iasm or religious fervor to unite
men l'Ii-.“"]"\.' for a commmon purpose,

The idea that toughs and roughs,
bullies and prizetighters make the
best soldiers was completely {-XI‘ilnl-
The vet-

that the

ed in our late civil war.

erans who suarvive know
noaes of sueh men helped to fill
the

to increase the pay

to maximum

the

strength and
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roll. but Ihl’_\' constituted an ele-
of
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ment weakness rather
They were in the guard
the sick Ii.-l,

military prison, oramong deserters,

Illlll-r', or on or in

or regarded as untrustworthy, or

for some other reason off duty most
of the time and generally absent
without leave when a battle was to
begin. The men who made our best
the

who had been good citizens, good

volunteer soldiers were men
members of society, business men,
mechanies, farmers, workingmen of
all left

with the patriotic desire to h--[p

classes, who their homes
preserve the union and to kli'p the
flag flying over all the states,

[ had nearly four years of active
military service as an enlisted man
and as an officer, with opportuni-
ties for seeing many kinds of men
hefore and during action, and what
! write 1s the result of personal ob-
servation,

The esteemn which so many peo-
sub-

1)

ple have for the ".‘]J:ril'l;il
stance’ . Appears to result from I}jl'

impossgibility they find in defining
it in an intelligible way. The con-

tempt which our metaphysicians
show for matter, comes from the
fact that “familiarity breeds con-

tempt”. When Ilu»_\" tell us that

the soul 18 more execelent and no-
ble than the body, they tell us
nothing, except that what they

Kknow nothing about must be more
beautiful than that of which they

have some faint ideas [ Meslier.

than of
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Anciciit and Modern Miracles.

BY JEAN MESLIER.

fl‘ Ot l":lIh'-\\ilf“}*;.['ll"l'- Assert

that their saints had the power to

raise the dead, . the Pagang had

sald before them that Esculap-
s, gon of Apollo, had raised the
dead,and,among others, he brought
to life Hyppolites, son of Theseus,

by Diana’s request,

[f the Christ-worshippers pre-
tend that several of their saints’
bodies  were miraculously =aved
from decompositior  after death,

and that they werefound by divine
revelation, after having been lost
for a long time, the Pagans say the
same of the }lilli.\' of Orestes. which

to

b

they  pretended have found
through an oraele,

[f our Christ-worshippers claim
that several of their saints contin-
ued to o eak after in-ih;_f the head.
or having the tongue cut out, the
that the

Gambeinus recited a long poem af-

Pagans claim head  of
ter separation from his body.

If our Christ-worshippers claim
that of
miraculously  preserved

several their sainis were

in the
flames without recelving any injury
to their bodics or their clothing,
the Pagans claim that the holy wo-
men of the Temple of Dhana walk-
ed upon burning coals barefooted
without burning or hurting their
feet, and that the priests of the
(Goddess Feronie and of Herpicus
walked in the same way upon burn-
ing coals in the fires which were
made in honor of Apollo.

If Moses

ter to flow from a rock by striking

forced a stream of wa-

it with his staff, the horse of Pega-

sus did the same: by striking a
rock with his foot a fountain
1ssued.

Finally, to avbreviate, because
if
ijl'i'tl'ntl

we could report many others,

our  Christ-worshippers
that the wallg of Jericho fell by the
sound of their trumpets, the Pagans
say that the walls of the city of
Thebes were built by the sound of
the of Am-

phion; the stones, as the poets say,

musical instruments

arranging themselves to the sweet-
This

be much more miraculous and more

ness of his harmony. would
admirable than to see the walls de-
molished.

There is certainly a great simi-
larity between the Pagan miracles
and our own. As it would be great
folly to give credence to these pre-
tended miracles of Paganism, it is
not any the less so to have faith in
those of Christianity, because they
all come from the same source of
error. -




