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the Christian Bible.
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['here are to be found in the old
pagan bibles the same grand and
beautiful truths mixed up with the

mind-enslaving errors aad
terionus '-ll}"'l'-liliull-' as those
inedd in the Christian bible.
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existing who never saw a bhible, and
others which flourished in the past,
before our bible was written, who

nevertheless attained to

a higher
state of morals, and to a higher
state of civilization 1n some re-
spects, than anv Christian pation

known to history. A whole volumi

of facts might be adduced, if we had
gpace for them, drawn from the
ablest and most reliable authori-
ties, to prove that India, Egypt,
Greece, and other countries had
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And other nations might be refer-
red to l‘.‘l;_'_\'lnl had her vast tem-
i’l"‘- Ol cience, Chaldea had her
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Greece her distinguished academies
of ]t-:ll'liill_;_', her i'rnfuri“a] illliillr-'tb-
phers; and her high-toned moral
writers and moral teachers, while

the Jews, “God’s holy pecple,”were

n a state of semi-barbari=m S0
allirms the Rev. Albert Barne=,
No advancement hasg often been

made in morale or civilization in
any country by the introduction of
the Christian bible or the Christian
religion, It is the arts and sciences
which accompary or follow the bi-
ble which do the work., A proof of

this statement is found in the fact
that no improvement takes place in
the morals of the people by the 1n-
troduction of the bible till the arts
and also introduneed

SClences are

amongst them. On the contrary,
the morals of many deteriorate by
Il';liiilr;_f the bible alone, because it
sanctione as well as condemns ev-
ery species of erime ther known (o
That India
corrupted and sunk in morals gince
the
bible, is admitted by the
().

""'i"f_\'. has become

the introduction of (hristian

tev. D.

Allen, for twenty-five years a
missionary in that country. But
science, especially moral ecience,
imparts a different influence, It
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teaches and demonstrates that a

e of honesty and virtue can alone

produce true and real happiness,
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caped by an act of divine forgive-

ness. But science,either directly or }.}

the rsz:h'l-h!'. o of the mind, teach-
es and convinces the wrong-doer
that there is no escape from the
effects of a wrong or wicked act,

and that sin is not a sweet morsel,
. .\hll

arrests the demoralizing ef-

but ultinat

--'ﬁ‘\' a bitter !li“.
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feets of this pernicious doetrine of
the Chiristian bible,

According to Noah Webster, the
cultivation of the arts and sciences
18 essential to the progress of civil-
But bible
religion knows nothing about the

1zation and ;_-.nnl morals.

arts and sciences. [t don’t even

Is=e Ii]t‘ “‘!ll"ii‘*. Paul uses ]h(a \\'”rtl

sclence lmf_\‘ once, :!ll({ ”n-u to con-

demn it.

to
law,

But Jesus omits any al-

lusion science, poilosophy, or

natural So thoroughly con-
vinced were the early disciples of
the Christian faith that the teach-
ings of their bible were inimical to
the arts and sciences, that they de-
stroyed works of art wherever they
could find them, and opposed with
a deadly aim every new discovery
in the sciences,

As bibles represent only the mor-
als and state of society in the age
in which they are written, and are
not allowed to be altered or trans-
cended, they thus hold their disci-
ples back in all coming time, and
‘compel them to teach and practice
'the morals of that semi-barbarous
age as found taught in their bibles.
And thus bibles prevent the moral
growth of the people as effectually
as the Chinese wooden shoes pre-
vent the growth of the feet.—[The
World’s Sixteen Crucified Saviors.

People Believe as they are Taught

Men believe in God only upon
the word of those who have no maore

idea of him than they themselves.
Our nurses are our first theologians;
they talk to children of God as they
talk to them of were-wolfs; they

teach them from

the most tender
age to join the hands mechanically.
Have the nurses clearer notions of
GGod than the children, whom they
compel to pray to him?

All religion is a prejudice which
has been handed from father to
children. Very few people would
have a god if care had not been tak-
en to give them one. Each one re-
ceives from his parents and his in-
structors the god which they them-
selves have received from theirs;
only, accordiog to his own temper-
ament, each one arranges, modifies,
and paints him agreeably to his
taste.—[Sel,



