
TH E TORCH OF REASON, SILVERTON, OREGON, THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 1898.

Im m ortality.— A Symposium.

The Christians are always teach« 
ins about the im m ortality  of the 
-oul, and try  to make us believe 
tht re is a heaven, where we will 
¡ive after we are dead. I, as a 
freethinker, much prefer to live as 

•̂,ve ll as I can here, for to my mind 
immortality is nothing but a m yth.

E th el  B a iley .
Portland, Ore.

pretended rapture over the crowns 
and harps ami the “ song of Moses 
and the Lamb”. Annihilation is 
nothing, and nothing is not prefer­
able to anything.

I). P riestley.
Newberg, Ore.

fr ee :— tuition— fr e e :
IN  T H E

The idea of a future existence as 
taught by the church is purely a 

'bubble of the im agination floating 
in the darkness of superstition, but 
vanishing instan tly  in the light of 
science. It is sim ply a dream , a 
form of orthodox “ soothing syrup”, 
which the student of nature refuses 
to swallow.

.John McArdle.
Council Bluffs, la .

I he definition of “ im m ortal” is 
eternal, everlasting and unchange­
able. If this is true, in a state of 
im m ortality we could not be made 
any better nor any worse, any h a p - i 
pier nor be punished. 1 do not be- ' 
lieve th a t hum an beings possess 
any such thing as an immortal 
soul.

A. I). Sanders.
Hebo, Ore.

LIBERA 
UNIVERSITY

Although death renders man in­
visible, that he still exists can be 
proved to m any persons by their 
mental experience. We prove the 
existence of the invisible electric 
current by its action on any in stru ­
ment suited to its mode of action. 
The existence of the spirit m ind is 
proved in a sim ilar m anner by its 
action on the brain, the organ es­
pecially suited to its mode of action.

J ohn Leitch.
Mazo Manie, Wis.

Question: Is there a conscious 
existence after death?

Answer: No one knows.
Another question: Is ann ih ila ­

tion preferable to eternal life?
Answer: T hat depends upon

circumstances. If we were sure of 
a happy hereafter for all m ankind, 
future life would be som ething 
grand to contem plate; but when we 
are aware th a t the m ajority  of be­
lievers in a future life believe also 
in happiness for a few and eternal 
torment for m any, we become dis­
gusted with such ideas and can 
honestly say, while we live let us 
trv  to do good and help our fellow 
man, and when we return to our 
common Mother we shall be satis­
fied with eternal rest.

H arry T. S m ith .
Saxton, N. Y.

“ How Souls Grow.”—Souls grow 
in and through the im agination, 
and decay and vanish as people ac­
quire courage and sense.

Soles grow by secretion, and de­
cay by oxidation.

“ No F uture Life.”—The dead are 
dead. The earth  is the burying 
ground of vanished races. None 
have ever come to life. There has 
never been any proof offered of life 
after death. I don’t like it and 
don’t pretend to. The talk about 
“ Mother N ature folding us to her 
loving bosom, cradling us in an ev- 
la-ting sleep,” is more tiresome to 
one who is alive than  the saints'

One of the twin giant delusions. 
It implies eternal existence in the 
future of what began a short period 
ago. It implies absolute indestruct­
ibility by dynam ite, starvation, 
poison, guillotine or cremation — 
absurdity. It implies invulnera­
bility against wear, tear, age, de­
cay, death and destruction — all 
conditions unknown in nature. I t 
does not mean optional, but eternal 
compulsory existence — the boon of 
death forever denied us. I t  would
make us undying raving maniacs!«

Otto W ettstein.
Rochelle, 111.

Genesis.

In the beginning man created 
the devils and the gods.

And his im aginations were w ith­
out form and void, and darkness i 
was on the face of his thoughts, and 

i the spirit of fanaticism moved on 
the face of society.

And the priest said, Let there be 
delusion, and there was delusion.

And the priest called the dark­
ness day, while the light he called 
night.

And the priest said, Let there be 
strife in the midst of the people,and 
let it divide them sect from sect. I
And it was so.

And the priest said, Let super­
stition and slavery bring forth vic­
es after their kind, yielding seed 
after bis kind.

And the priest saw that it was 
good for him.

And the priest set two great 
darks— the priestcraft dark to rule 
the mind, and the kingcraft dark 
to rule the body. He made their 
flunkies and parasites also.

And the priest made the persecu­
tor after his kind, and the hypo­
crite after his kind, and all the 
creeping things that crawl Ufxm 
the earth after their k ind.—[Ex.

Remember if you send iih the 
names and addresses of 25 of 
your Liberal friends and acquaint­
ances, we will make you a present 
of a copy of the Torch of Reason 
Song Book No. 1. This will only 
cost you a few m inutes’ work and a 
two-cent stamp.

This is a Rem arkable Offer!
Some One is Going to he Benefitted!

* L I S T E N !  * R E A D ! !  *
From February 1 to August 15, 1898, we have decided to 

make th is Rem arkable O ffe r. Hie party sending 
us the largest num ber of Yearly Subscribers to the Torch 
of Reason, at the regular subscription rate of One D olla ra
Year, will receive Free.Tu ition  and Board ilt tlle
Liberal 1 m versity, at Silverton, Oregon, for (hie School 
5 ear. The person sending the Second Largest num ber of 

iibscribers at one dollar a year, will receive fre e  
T u itio n  one year. The w inners of these prizes may 
choose any course of study given in the University.

Remember the Liberal U niversity is the Only School of 
the kind, and an offer like this is Indeed Remarkable.

S O M E O N E
will receive free tuition for a year and free board besides. •/

A N O T H E R
will receive free tu ition for a year.

*  R U LE S OF T H E  C O N T E S T  *
All subscriptions muBt be paid in advance.
Money mo«t be forwarded with theonW r.
All orders ii'Hst !>»• niaiit d t<> us an<l Lear t He postmark at the office of mailing 

not la te r  th a n  M onday . A ugust 15. 1808, •

Subscriptions may be sent, in at a n y tim e  prior to Monday, August 15, 1898, and 
we will keep a record of the num ber sent in by each contestan t.

State in vour letter th a t you wish to en te r the  contest.
Sam ple copies will be sent for two cents each.
Address all letters and m ake all orders payable to

SILVERTON.
TO R C H  OF R E A S O N ,

OREGO

A. W olf & Son
Resrxtctfully invite you to visit 
their establishm ent anti con­
vince vourself th a t they are 
showing the greatest line of 
General M erchandise in Marion 
county at popular prices.

Mail orders given prom pt attention .
Yours to Please

A. W OLF & SON
Silverton, Oregon.


