
T H E  T O R C H  O F  R E A S O N , S I L V E R T O N , O R E G O N , T H U R S D A Y , J A N U A R Y  20, 1898.
D

give o u r  id e a s , y e t i t  is v e ry  c le a r  
to us th a t  n o  o n e  s h o u ld  h a v e  th e  
libe rty  to  d o  w ro n g . I t  w o u ld  In* 
m uch d iffe re n t for a  te a c h e r  to  sa y  
to a s tu d e n t ,  “ Y o u  h a v e  th e  l ib e r ty  
to do  w ro n g ,’” t h a n  to  s a y , “ Y ou 
have  th e  l ib e r ty  to  d o  w h a t  y ou  
th in k  r ig h t ,  e v en  if so m e  p e o p le  
th in k  it w ro n g .” M r. C o o lr id g e  
m igh t sa y , “ S tu d e n ts ,  y o u  s h o u ld  
have th e  l ib e r ty  to  d o  w ro n g ;”  a n d  
then  if  he saw  a la rg e  boy  b e a t in g  
a little , w eak o n e , he  w o u ld  d e p r iv e  
th e  b u lly  of th e  v e ry  l ib e r ty  he 
had g iven  h im .
X

Before we c ry  w ro n g , f r ie n d  C o o l
ridge, let u s re m e m b e r  t h a t  m a n y  
th in g s w h ich  w ere  r ig h t  in  th e  had  
old tim es w h en  m en  w ith  p r o g n a th 
ous jaw s a n d  n a k e d , h a i r y  b o d ies  
lived in cav e s  a n d  in  th e  w oods, 
are  w rong  now , a n d  t h a t  no  o n e  
should  h a v e  th e  l ib e r ty  to  do  
w rong. L et us ta lk ,  w r ite , d e b a te , 
an d  find o u t w h a t  is r ig h t ,  a s  b e s t 
we can , a n d  th e n  see  to  it  t h a t  a l l  
live up to  th e  b e s t l ig h t  we h a v e . 
T hus we w ill e v o lu te  r a p id ly  to w 
ard  th e  t r u th .

Scientific Wisdom.

E liz a  M o w ry  B liv e n , o f  B ro o k - 
lin , C o n n ., h a s  in a u g u r a te d  o n e  o f  
th e  m o st im p o r ta n t  L ib e ra l  m o v e 
m e n ts  th a t  h a v e  e v e r  been s ta r te d  
in  th is  c o u n tr y .  I t  is to p u b lis h  a 
se r ie s  of L e a fle ts , s e t t in g  fo r th  th e  
v iew s of T ree  I h in k e r s ,  in a c le a r ,  
a b le , a n d  co n c ise  m a n n e r ,  a n d  
s c a t te r  th e m  b ro a d c a s t  o v e r  th e  
c o u n tr y .  These F r e e th o u g h t  
L e a f le ts  a re  to  be so c h e a p  th a t  
o n e  d o l la r  w ill p u rc h a s e  five h u n 
d r e d  of th e m , so t h a t  a n y  e n th u s i 
a s t ic  T ree  1 h in k e r ,  by s p e n d in g  
th e  s m a l l  su m  of $ 1 .0 0  c a n  in t r o 
d u c e  L ib e ra l is m  to  a la rg e  n u m b e r  
of p e o p le . T h e se  L e a fle ts  a re  to  be 
p u b l is h e d  m o n th ly  by  th e  “ L ib e ra l 
U n iv e rs i ty  C o m p a n y ,” a t S i lv e r to n , 
O re g o n .— [ F r e e th o u g h t  M a g az in e .

The t r a c ts  a b o v e  re fe r re d  to  h a v e  
m et w ith  su c h  a la rg e  s a le  t h a t  th e  
firs t e d it io n  o f  t r a c t  no. 1. h a s  been  
e x h a u s te d  a n d  we h a v e  p r in te d  a 
seco n d  e d itio n  w h ich  we h o p e  w ill 
m eet w ith  a la rg e  sa le . T r a c t  no . 
3. w ill soon  be re a d y .
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IS  R E L IG IO N  O R  S C IE N C E  M O R E  R E L IA B L E ?
T he M osaic  b ib le  w as d e s tro y e d  w ith  th e  first te m p le . E z ra  p ro v id e d  

th e  b ib le  fo r S o lo m o n ’s te m p le . W h e n  th e  R o m a n s  d e s tro y e d  J e r u s a b m ,  
th a t  w e n t to  R o m e  a n d  d is a p p e a r e d .  L a te r  J e w ish  c re e d s  h a d  u n l ik e  
versions. E a r lv  C h r i s t ia n s  q u a r r e le d  a b o u t  w hose  m a n u s c r ip ts  w ere 
valid .

A bou t 500  y e a r s  a f te r  C h r is t ,  so m e  c h in c h e s  v o ted  p a r t  to  be “ th e  
word o f  G o d ” . O f s e v e ra l v e rs io n s  w r i t te n  s in c e , th e  C a th o lic  b ib le , L a 
th e r’s a n d  K in g  J a m e s ’ b e c a m e  p o p u la r .  T h e  l a t t e r  is th e  P r o te s t a n t s ’ 
bible, c o m p ile d  b y  E n g lis h  c h u rc h m e n
these d iffe rences?  E v e ry  p a r t  s h o u ld  lx
o th er a n d  w ith  n a tu r e .  O n e  c o n tr a d ic t io n  p ro v e d , d e s tro y s  p e rfe c tio n  
and  in s p i r a t io n ,  a n d  s a n c t io n s  d o u b t  o f  a ll .  B ib le  c o n tr a d ic t io n s  c a u s 
ed C a th o lic ism , P r o te s ta n t i s m , p e rs e c u tio n s , to r tu r e s ,  re lig io u s  w a rs  a n d
creeds.

S tu d y  t h e  fo llo w in g , se le c te d  from  150 c o n tr a d ic t io n s .  I s  G od  c h a n g e -  F 
able?  G n . i. 3 1 ; vi. 7; N u m . x x i i i .  19; x iv . 30 -34 . W h o  m a d e  e v il?  t 
Is. x lv . 7 ; E p h .  ii. 10. W h o  te m p ts ?  G e n . x x ii. 1; M a tt. iv . 1; ' .  
Is ju s t if ic a tio n  by  f a i th  o r  w o rk s ?  G a l .  ii 16; R o m . ii. 6-13. W h o  ► 
can be sa v e d ?  I .  T im . ii. 4 -6 ; I I .  T h e s e ,  ii. 11 12. How d id  J u d a s  d ie ?  ► 
M att, x x v ii. 5 ; A c ts  i. 18. W as  C h r is t  th e  son  of G od o r  o f  J o s e p h ?  ’ 
M att. i. 16. ►

G enesis s a y s  th e  s u n  a n d  s t a r s  w ere  c re a te d  fo u r  d a y s  a f te r  th e  e a r th .  ► 
Science p r  ves th e y  e x is te d  ag es  befo re  th e  e a r th  w as th ro w n  fro m  th e  ► 
sun. G«»d c re a te d  g ra s s  a n d  f ru i ts  befo re  th e  su n  o r  r a in .  S c ien ce  p ro v e s  ► 
th a t seaw eeds, c o ra ls  a n d  fishes grew  b e fo re  th e re  w as d ry  la n d . J o s h u a  ► 
co m m an d ed  th e  su n  to  s t a n d s t i l l :  t he e a r th  re v o lv e s  a ro u n d  th e  su n . ’ 
The b ib le  s a y s  th e  e a r th  is 11 it: m a n  s a i ls  a ro u n d  it. G od  m a d e  m a n  ► 
perfect: sc ien ce  fin d s ru d e  fo ss ilized  m a n  in  d e e p  ro ck s , ab o v e  ru d e  a n i-  ► 
nials, th o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s  b e fo re  th e  b ib le  d a te  of c re a t io n . L a te r  s t r a ta  ’ 
and  h is to ry  sh o w  g r a d u a l  d e v e lo p m e n t,  a n d  no g re a t d e lu g e . C o u ld  ► 
N oah 's a rk  c o n ta in  a ll  th e  a n im a ls ,  n e c e ssa ry  food a m i su ffic ien t fresh  > 
nir for fo r ty  d a y s ?  D id  de  tli Come b y  A d a m , o r d id  a n im a ls  a n d  * 
p lan ts  g row  a n d  d ie  a g es  l-e fo re  m a n ?  ► .

1 be .Jews k e p t th e  s a b b a th  by  re s t , f e s tiv it ie s , fe a s tin g s . C h r is t ia n s  >] 
!)'  it to  m a k e  p e o p le  sa c rif ice  p le a su re s , m o n ey  a n d  p eace  of m in d  by 
ex c itin g  ft a r i , ,,f G o d , d e a th  a n d  h e ll . S c ien ce  w ill m a k e  it a b lessed  
day  of joy  a n d  b e n e fit. T h e  le a rn e d  a n d  ta le n te d  w ill in s t ru c t  th e  peo- ► ' 
pie, give  th e m  e n c o u ra g e m e n t ,  s e t t le  d iff ic u ltie s , rem o v e  te m p ta t io n s , ’ i 

h m u ses of d ise a se s  a m i m iseries ami how to  escape th e ir  evil effects, r!
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