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MYSTICISM IN SCIENCE.
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hemistry was thought to have
riginated in Egypt, and some writ-
that “chem?”

a4y meant dark,

rious. .\}t'}u-m_\‘ was ill'i'hii]l‘
troduced into Europe by the
followed

“‘Nuiversal

then that long

wunt for the solvent”’

which would resolve everything in-

0Oa common base.
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netaphorically speaking, many ypeo-
But

his searching and experiment-

are still looking for them.

4y :Hi Lo Ti:i- I“.‘-l'tl\'l I‘}' l'I‘ lll;th_\' of
Yet as late
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rroat
great
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—Luther, Spinoza and Liebnitz be-

ved ji’. ”ll' "ll}l”u-u};}n‘]'!.‘ ?-Ilr]li"”.
irom alchemy
Y et

i say that we really know of

we see h.:w

the seience of chemistry.

ntv-one elements? Perhaps
ttoms are but different forms
the
of “world stuff” called by

Not until

form of

rystalization of ultimate
tz the “monad’’.
the
m can we say that no truth

show us
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u the theory of the early al-
sts.  In philosophy the mys-
zan in metaphysies. The mys-
5 of the Greeks probably came
The older
that the
no idea of soul transmi-
time. Ib
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ek thought, manvy fanciful
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I'ne wh l¢ histooy of ancilent

philos phy, from Th

ales down. is

one mass of mixture mysticism,
of life conce pts 1nto a conglomera-
tion of ideas. This mental tritura-
tion has been going on ever since.
and such concoctions as have been
turned out for us—in fact, we have

\\.['i{f-

upon the doors of vour insane asy-

‘flr'i'!l i"ll!l'li .'1:,'1“-=' to 1;.1 ,11}-_1

lums, “Builded in honor of mvsti-
‘.}l"

stones of your nunneries and mon-

cism.” Carve upon corner-

t

-'l‘i*“*, “Builded n honor of

as
mysticism Upon the i...1[,1:~ of

those churches which have not yet
awakene d to the demand fi r aprac-
tical, humane religion, write these
same words, “Builded in honor of
mysticism.”’

But to particularize a moment as
to the influence of mysticism upon
SOl nee, let me, as a student of med-
that 1

S AL . .
1 e lll iniiLive II]I‘H

l.t‘.;lﬂ'} _[_’E'.'i' vyoul some 'jr_;lr'Tn.'

}j:L‘\‘-" obs rved.
of sickness was that some mysteri-
ous evil had entered the hm]y which
only the help of the heavenly plan-

The sick,
help of the

ets could drive away.
ﬂn-l‘t-fulr, riijl];_’]lt the

gods through the intercesgion of the
priests, The New

us many incidents which show how
human

long this idea

thought. P

clung to

ter, Paul and others
Paul was
especially strong in curative abil-
ity. It is written that at one time
1]:!‘}‘ had HI'.I_\' to borrow his jnlt'kl‘l
handkerchief or apron (Acts xix.).
Touching these to the suffering
oneg, the incurable trouble vanish-
ed, leaving the poor, afflicted bodies
as good as new,

When at last Hippoerates, in the
fifth century B. C,, did cast off the
influence of the primitive mysti-
cism, the slightest ray of truth be-
Yet his time

gan to shine, from

to the third century A. D. no one
thought of studying a human skel-
eton. We have records of the ad-

vice of scholars to -—Tliti--nl-, 1O VISs-
it Alexandria, where they could see
a real human skeleton.

The III}"TI'I‘iil1lr ideas of the res-
urrection prevented the science of
anatomy from developing for many
T}N' f'lllilll

permit so great a wrong against a

centuries. church not
f!i'lr:i.’""'ll ~I|Hit as that it should re-
turn when the trump should sound
and find its house of ¢lay cur to bits
by inquisitive medical students,
I’;';Ii.\' tells us that no I'}l‘\‘.‘ 1an
sIX or

counld be found in Rome for

seven centuries, and Julius Casal

was the first to recognize the

Pestilence was at this

of medicine,

Testament tells |
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[i“ll' I'¢ peat I:.‘._\ “".iif] and eve ntual-

:_‘.’ driven out 1|'\‘ lrii]?-lii:_,: a temj le
to Apollo or by the dictator driving
a nail in the temple already built.
No doubt the

use of medicine, for should it POs-

priests discouraged

Se=s \ir[ll" :i|l'_\ \\'1!!];\1 lll' IIF}r}r--il t!!‘
I}I' il' ,\'n

would be paid for by sick believers.

business, more prayers
”H\\t'\'r'f'. to the Christian t'!rll!t']l

must be ;ji\'* I li}l‘ l‘I‘Hii' for }I\i\'ifi;:

built and established the first hos
IHH!:-, and to the I']!'I!T'-h ?-'li.l_\' weoe
must ;_[i\'l‘ the credit of the first

ln];u'!- ill \\Hl'i{ iIiTi'l|t1+-t] 10 hn-]}- the
But to offset

this the same church has to its dis-

poor, sick and needy.

credit the retaining that mysticism
Witehes

were persous possessed of the devil,

regarding evil spirits.

and thousands of them were burn-
ed at the stake upon bible author-
ity. This horrible practice even
the shores of the United
have the shame of
Salem Witcheraft,

reached
States, and we
the If any one
possessed a devil it was the leaders
of this movement, the Rev. Cotton
Mather not excepted,

When the
took a start for true ;__rl‘u\\'!j],

science of n edicine
Qnog
even then mysticism would not et
it alone. Bleeding to the point of
exhavstion was a favorite remedy
No doubt if
the

lr]luul it \\'UIIM come away \\'illl |}1i'

for all physical ills.

disease was a s=omething in
blood, and thus the patient would
be rid of it. This was good reas-
oning, surely!  From another quar-
ter took birth the notion that drug
power was a mysterv, and the high
potency theory grew and flourished
like a green bay tree,  Happily to-

],

dav the schools of medicine are fast

ridding themselves of mysticism,
;uui as lhn»_\‘ do go lhv_\‘ find [Il:tt
the

universal sy=tem of Jaw,

science 18 but revelation of a
In the science of biology and its
the

The trailings of

kindred r?llr“tr‘, we observe
work of magic.

this ¢ nemy are still to be seen, We
find still

clonded by the mystic of dualism

men who }m\'f' llliln]-

and who limit their thought, thus
settling all doubts. This is a very
We
I can’t under-

popular way of surrender,
-:HIi‘ i /P

stand that and I don’t want to try.”

hear 1t

Or, “l can trace life to the single
The cell
hold= the hidden secret of hife.”

.-'n-”, and ”ii'!'f' | *f"]J,

Another mist-cloud which mysti-
held before the

-"i"lli'f‘ i.*- the [}H‘l:l'.\'l'f Pll‘:llf.‘lllt:'

cism bas eves of

ous generation of life, or spontan-
eity. The early investigators pro-
ceded along empirical lines, and it
is confess (l, with regret, that such
is more or less the case llul:l_\'. The

ﬂ
y

ANON,

NO),

s

early biologist saw behind the var-

ious manifestations of life a strange

and mysterious ‘“‘life principle”.
He decided that this something

"
called life would, when the notion
[mlm}-tril 1It, animate the most life-
less matter. Amusing are the many
experiments which the empirical
investigator used to prove the spon-
taneity theory.

']'ut],i“.‘ the lnil'l'nl.ﬂ‘n]ll' has shown
us the secrets of protoplasm and
the modern biologist

the

law, “no life but from i.rinr life.””

finds tl:iiiy

substantiation of well known
The barrier between organized and
unorganized, between living organ-
Isms  and inorganic matter, is
broken down and vitality is seen
as a universal property of matter,
in spite of Mr. Spencer’s conclusion
that life is too profound a matter
for solution, we sce Haeckel and
others of the (rermans, l'uin', whose
recent death we lament, and others
of the Americans, Binet and others
of the French, all showing us that
Herbert Spencer’s unknowable is
only partially unknown, and not
an unknowable. say,
“There is nounknowable; it is only

the unknown,”

These men

Jut the empirie, whose brain is
gtill under the spell of mysticism,
inquires, “What is life? How did
we gel even non-sentient life, to
say nothing of sentient organisms,
from dead matter?” Such ques-
tions may be in the minds of per-
sons present. The province of my
subject will not permit a discussion
of this topie, but as a suggestion,
allow me one word. The phenom-
enon of organized life appears if
conditions are right, and only as
specialized forms of the life which
belongs to all elementary matter,—
to the water in the streams and the
rocks in the fields.

That sentient life came from the

non-sentient, all men of science

agree. What the conditions were,
whether those conditions exist to-
day or ever will exist again in the
history of this planet, is a subject
Yet in
find our first mo-
ther,the Adam and Eve of science.

for further investigation.
the “moner” we

The moner will one day come un-
der the analysis of improved mi -
croscopes and we will know what
chemical affinity causes the won-
derful formation of the pseudopo-
dia, those exer-changing protrus-
ions from the body of the minute
We will then know what
is the rhn-lui.-’lr}' of ft:vlihg, and last

animal,

—the crowning work of science——
the (_'}N-llli.-ll'}' of l}lullg}lt.

It is true we can call the Ameba
our first mother, and if all life be-




