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Keep Out of the Past.
vHEELER WILCOX
Past, for its highways
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§ irned to duast
s¢ of wonderful treas
] and coated with rust

¢ Past It 18 haunted:
= | elriles ;:r'-.;.r-—-_
: re the ghost of a joy prized

eton throng of dead hopes,
s beautiful rivers,

that are stagnant with slime;
aves gleaming with a phos-
] ient,

that were glain 1n theln

[+ 18 lonely,
rren, to the
we erown cold, and its stories

t of the Past.

and bleak view ;

rn to the Present the New ;
s yvou up to the hilltops
» kisged by the radiant sun,

tomb,
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life’s hopes are
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MYSTICISM IN RELIGION.

[he wise King Solomoun recom-
ded, it is recorded, a special in-

cation that would quiet the most

iractory .-‘[ai['it. let it be god or

devil. This prayer ended with the

words which might be translated:
, “And I furthermore adjure thee by
| these awful and mysterious letters,
to wit: Aleph, Beth, Gimel,” ete,,
¢ through to the end of the
rew alphabet. Just as a minis-
day might say, when his city
stricken with yeilow flever, as
| .".1_\‘»'1] from his illl]pil: “I now
the spirit of fever, by the use
se awlinl, dreadful and mys-
letters, A, B, C, D,” ete.

it this time in ancient his-

arose the custom of making
from the letters beginning

to the per-
Tii’.l‘

wel, the angel, comes from the

\\nr‘t]- l‘v]utinj_'

or thing in question.

etters of the Hebrew words
mean, *“‘One who looks like
God.” If we could get some

how Michael looks we would
have a bettor ('ulu"'[r{iull of
physiognomy of the Almighty.
jueer intluence,of the mystic is
| In the fact that some claim

imerical value of the letiers

sing the name Yeveh is 5660.

e mi\'rw;nv-a count the time
creation to Christ as 5761,
leaves the vear 15399 as the

A. D. that will be made nota-

by the end of the

world, clean-

"Il\l“i'\',\.‘!.ilt‘;\\ :[]:
ing out of space this sin-stained ol
earth of ours!

];HT L0 -}. W 'I[,.l_' 13--|E.,-'|- ré-
I!_-__'iuh t1ll retains muceh of this
Samt lll_\-f;!'in’[.. and without dis-
cussing the morality of the practics
‘1:;"\’\ me to mention the custom of
C \ 2 111 '!‘.;I:‘;".!‘.' :-f,‘l_\'l r's to flll-
saints, Such a prayer fell into my
}J-lIll}“' ?'_'\' aCCluent recei T!\ {T wWas
.'uii!!'l-\-mi 1O =t .’l -e;nl..:u' |} 'r..g,-ir-,

‘.1:}1_:";1_ .l"""['il. \\}|ll"-i' !-[llfl‘f'ljllll

18 80 ]ITI-[].]'T and whose interces-

sions with God are o effectatious.”

At the bottom of the paper was ad-
ded, “Copy this praver three times
and ;J:.'\'i‘ it to three persons, and

vou can obtain any requesl from

~t. Jil.‘-t'l:li.”
\\.1' Imust lr|}.-t']‘\'t' liliit Ill\‘.‘-”t'i‘-lh

whirch became valuable an

=0 1N~
strument in the hands of the priests,
shaped the nodes of worship, the
the '

118 ;“'l ¢ lawsg of LvLe

C1etny A
wlagh LU [

vell
nations, Let us 1-.\;m:‘i1u- for a mo-
ment the rites of ‘-'\"Fr."‘i!ill and sac-
rifice,

Among the earliest nations of re-
corded history, the Homeric eon-
ception of the universe was gener-
the

earth was a plane, a flat expanse

HH}' accepted. This was that

surrounded by an ocean stream

which was a kind of enclosure to
keep mortals from approaching the
the earth?”, [Later this

ocean stream became [u-nph-l] \'\'iih

“onds Tof

monsters  which devoured any

l‘tt‘i\'lln- :1l|ti liif“l'l‘."Ilil'tflll adven-

turers who dared to navigate it

irl*'.‘n!.ti C I'[;lill Ilrrr-t riln:i iimil:-,

A safe distance above this plane
was the plane of heaven. Only
once were mortals unwise encugh

to undertake to seek this mysterious
country except l}lrull;_fh the }unl'T:i}.-
of death.
Babel,

to this promising undertaking by

'I.}u';’_:l'll."« SO0N Illll a .'-T-.II:
confusing the tongues, a very sim-
ple matter for the gods! Above the
plane of heaven was high heaven.
Beneath the I:]::llu' of earth was
hell, and lower hell. This was the
['Hlln"l'll[iiih uf H.l- 1lIai\‘|I'-#‘ ‘_’*'lli'!‘.‘iii_\‘

held all the
With this conception in mind it is

I.-\' ancient nations.

easy to understand how the smell
of burning sacrifice

upward to the nostrils of the gods.
No doubt

looking upward during prayer orig-

would ascend

the practice today of
inated with the idea of turning the

If

yvou will turn to your bibles, [ x0-

face ‘.}In\\}!rtl toward the ;_”"]~.

dus xxx., you will find the special
llirut'{iu:;- (rf .[“l’:ll\';iil f"'r II.'JL'ET-';_'

‘!,!' ilift'll-!'! ll'-'li itilirill T}I‘ altars,
of such delightful smell that

" . 4 ]
would *'.-I""'l.'t.l\' Dlease the Al-

mighty, and the penalty for using

-
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This was at the tower of

‘_I"“4l.¢."

|1“"]|II \\ \1 l A \\‘l “\l:\. 1 ) l""‘l"‘.
Tr I~ Fectp _r..li ‘!r'\.-i‘l' !ll.!’lnr-i'- Wis
that the offender was to be cut off

from his peoj
Of all the 200 bones of the hu-

iati by 'f_\' wh i’lr| }.:r 1-111 l},l' :_:nl]~.

:}I' bone at the }';I-u-n.lltiil"}li!.;li

column was the most pleasing.
Hence the name “sacred lmt.-'“,'ll'
sacrum. Thus began in this age of

bloodshed, killing and warfare, the

study of anatomy.  Thus began al
g0 the robbing of the ignorant by
the cratty, the lr!r;rl'!*-.-i!.;_{ of the
weak by the strong. When 1 see
the strongest monkey in the cage

snateh away from others more than
his share of I‘llil(i, when | see a l-i;_:
}-\._\ on the streect abuse and mis-
treat the Little Ones, [ think this 18
Their fatheps

done the like before them for many

quite natural have

ages How *'}lwi]} in these times
the lrlit'-l gsecured the best lulnl‘lh-n,-a
|;li;r1{' On

of food, ana without anvy

his part, Read él;_"riill your i'iiill'-,

Lev. x., and you will learn how this
food wag to be eaten by ham and
his family. Turn to L. Samuel ii,

and you have the story of how the
=ons of Eli took some of God’sshare
of the made him rage

-

meat, which

[1-;1‘ih-}'_ Pounder this matter for a
moment and yon will see how dread-
ful the of the

mystie the

has been infuence

upon race, and how
hard it is to throw off this influence
today, in this age of reason,  Often
the ll}|[.l‘l':~~l'l* and the « [alp;‘l-r-_-ul' are
ignorant of any fault,

This stronghold of mysticiem is
made stronger still by the love of

As a

modern spectre it haunts the realm

life and the fear of death.

of philosophy, and the renowned

Herbert Spencer named it the Un-

knowable, We no longer fear
ghosts, hobgobling, 1mps  or real

devils, but for all this =uperstition
gives us a vague, undefinable; in-
Ill}r-‘i'fi'lll‘
something as a of
We hear it spoken of as the
thing that animates the |uul}‘, the

definite, 1nscrutable,

11|||i;||; -'f|1]i Oor

.'-[JII'it

ego that is behind the mind and 1ts
This

mysterious unknowable is very like

will, and is the real entity.
the old sage of the
the
It is
the most intangible of monsters and
the of

things and spreads a blinding and

the fl iz W hii'h

.\!l:_'iu-HnXlrh- RAW l'i.“illl,[ n

-.!'”'I]p “f I}i" ;__"'i}l“t (;F"l"l"l-
hides from us real aspect
infections mysticism about all our
i'll};f't‘lltillh.“.
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mysticism
the

powerful had
that the
and lowly Jesus appeared upon the

come by time

stage of action anything that did
not show signs of the mystie, had

no weight. This demand produced

1]1" tnirm'l.-- or }i”l';_'“l‘l H'if'iil‘]"".

)
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NO.
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Writing his life, and .“il&lil“l}_{ the

system of religion which was after-

ward named in honor of this re-
former, the carpenter’s son, the
writers of his life, writing as they
did many years after his death,

used this magie power of mysticism

for all it was worth. All that imag-

imation could lend to fact was em-

['!i’_\lt!, ;l!:ll .lr"-'lls- In-t':ll]n- 1}“- gr at-

est of magicians, Why need this
be? Because only as such would

‘lii* I"i“'illl';_"'- ;|;r]n;[l tO !}lt' '[uulrlt'
of that time. Now, given the stamp

of time and the seal of authority,

this same old mysticism chains
some of the greatest of minds, to
tay wvocthing of the willions
of the N HSSEs, im a life of
mental dwarfage, every day of

'.\'Ini{'!i ”n'\ llll'l':i;_{l- ”lr'ir reason .'lll(]

their best conmmon rense.  When
we reflect that intelligent people,
intelligent in every other respect,
can harmonize the mysterious cha
o of 1deas which the orthonox

Christianity represenig, in this the
greatest day of intellectual suprem-
acy, he can readily understand the
influence of mysticism in the past,
For example, how a god can r-;lt'i&f'\'
an offense of a race against himself
hy allowing this race to kill a part
of himself temporarily inhabiting a
Hesh blood.

and how such an act of murder for-

commmon body of and

ever sels at naught, 1f we ean only
g, 8

lu'lii'\‘i‘ il, I}H' \'\‘hu]l' l-\'il career nf

man, is more than reason ean fath-
om, and when a person confesses
faith

that mysticising the same old blind-

such a we may rest assurced

ing fog, envelops that individual
and he 18 lost in a fate that is more
to he

lamented than imaginary

h! ”‘

We must now acknowledge that
the church, as goon as it attained
the power, set about the suppress-
ion of all forms of black art, magie,
and witcheratt, Constantine began
this work by threatening the sever-
est punishment, He made the ex-
ceptions that magic could be used
in curing disease and to prevent
rain and hail storms during the har-
This much
under the spell of mysticismn were
the lu'nj:h-, from the pope to the

vest, illustrates how

poorest lackey. Yet, in spite of this
the powers
Luther, who set fire

suppression, mystie
were abroad.
to all KEurope by driving a nail in
the church door to hold his noted
protestations,would have us believe
that he

the anties of the mysterious beings,

was a special subject for

He tellzs us of many personal en-
counters with the devil, one in par-
ticular when he drove his satanie

majesty from his study room by




