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been the innocent subjects of such
mysterious notions, In }“,_:_T‘\[r! at
one time, in certain locahties, it
was a capital erime to kill a cat.
History tells us of a battle in which
the enemies of Egyvpt won a great
victory, because each soldivr of the
front ranks carried a cat, and an
Egyptian would rathersuffer defeat

and death than ir!illl‘r- this sacred

animal—the keeper of the spirit of

some loved relative a mother-in-
law, perhaps!

At the beginning of this paper
the writer offered the opinion that
the influence of mvsticism has been,
on the whole, detrimental to the
race, but one good that has come
therefrom should not be overlooked
[f the sun, moon and stars were
gods, 1t was a good thing to wateh
them, The movements of the gods
should be studied. The Chaldeans

were noted star-wat |'|r-r‘~. I'T'“]'-'!]']\

because IIII’_\' I!;I-!l'_!}'.T t he mooi the

principal deity instead of the sun,
an historical fact our modern social
reformers can use to good advan-
tage in advocating woman’s rights.

I'his star-watching led to the
}lllillilllu of I"I!I}!I" lll:-!'l'\':ilﬂl'i*“,
some of which 1n Babylon were said
to be set with great accuracy, =0
the sun would shine to the western
end on the ti;l_\' of Lhe spring e-ullli-
Nnox. Those early star-watchers
originated the zodiae, and from
their work of trying to find out the
. which the bible

sSays are past :iilli::i_; out, the oreat

wWavs l'f T}I." ‘__"!li‘

sclence of astronomy was originat-

ed. We cannot dwell longer upon

preaching, for it is a peculiar fact
that no minister ever yet felt called
!'_\' HJ' ],Hh] {O }-l't'il"}l (‘}Jf'i“! ;uul
him crucified without suitable
financial remuneration. The claim
that there is no restlessness or dis-
content among Methodist women is
offset ’fa_\' the fact that for several
years past they have been con-
ducting a vigorous campaign for
admission to the General Confer-
ence—. campaign which in the end
will undoubtedly prove successful,
[ Ex.

Divine Revelation.

We have seen that a divine reve-
].‘l!llllt l- '-Ilt‘}l Hh!‘\' ir\' virtue u['
|'tll||I|.l]I|it';LTiI.§_' tO us .-'ul|]n[hi],g

which we cannot know without it

and whieh i- 1n fact !]:|L]j~:-.|\‘| f‘:llui'-
by human reasorn, and that mirac-
unlous evidence s 1b=olutely requi-
site to establish its reality, It is ad-
mitted that no other testimonv
could justify our believing the spe-
cific revelation which we are con-

| P -
sidering, the vers substance of

which 18 supernatural and bevond
the eriterion of reaso : and [}];” 1=
astounding announcoents, if not
demonstrated to  be miraculous
truths, must 1nevitably bes pro-
IO NCH -i the T|L <t dp[”.\;l.rl_,' (]”
examining the supposed miracu-
lous evidence, however, we find that
not only 18 it on general gronnds
antecedently ineredible, but that
the testimony by which its reality
18 -Il}']”'!‘“'lf.. so far from establish-
ing the inferences drawn from the

-l]i'i-l sl -11;-1-!“;{?!]1‘4] i.'['l. nomena,
]

18 totaily insuflicient even to certi-
I_'\ Lt z-{‘.it] occurrence ol the
#vents narrated. ;_\.f."ﬂ

day, and that in the near future,
shine over you all

[ once more, dear readers of the
TorcH oF ReEasoNn and itz work-
ers and managers, wish vyou
a long life and happiness, Keep
The Torcn burning until the light
penetrates and clears out all the
darkness where 1gnorance and su-
perstition exist,

Dr. L. 8. StoLr, Ex-Catholie.

Arouse, Ye Liberals.

Eprror TorcH or REAsON:
Enclosed you will find twenty-
five cents, for which send me ten
cents worth of Tract No. 2 of Scien-
tific Wisdom, and for the remain-
der Tract No. 3, that will be print-
ed in January. I think this plan
of Scientific Wisdom a grand un-
dert 1!-\'5:1; and with the ncourage-
ment and support due it from Lib-
erals it will be a deeided success, |
intend to contribute to its suppor!
as much as I possibly can and will
distribute all the tracts I can get I
earnestly hope thatall Liberals will
take an interest in this I-i.m and
try and make it a success. Very
little from each one would accom-
plish wonders, It don’t require a
big donation from all, but what it
li""“ ruill'il‘t-. .'{T|ti \\]Iril 11 i]rw-r\'t'r-',
18 the united support of the Free-
element “United Wi

thought

stand, divided we fall [.et us

unite and work in harmonvy, and

prove (0 the world that this planet

i e governed without anv su-

pernatural agenev. Liberals should

Ninety-Nine Men Wanted.

Eprror Torcn or Rreasos:

Finelosed fivd money order, f

which please continue the Tor
VEASON to-my address,

Permit me to make this pProposi-
Ti'lll. viz.: | \\'IH be one Ot
hundred who will give fifty dollars
toward the University fund. Th
would make five thousand dolla
a suflicient sum to erect a respect
ble building and show vour good
works in the wav of !'-;1f:|'ill: ald
lilt'liiii;_{ Oout u'u.n! scholars -
what influence this proposition
have. I will pay any time wl
the one hundred 18 assured.

Respectfully, P. C. Mosigr

Scientific and Materialistic.

Epitor TorcH o REAsON®
Enclosed please find one d
for another I\v-.u'- -|1}|_-'1‘I"l?”"'

the Tororm. 11 vl

| am very well p
with 1t. It i1 both =seientific
materiali=tic in its views, and

1= about the }I‘-:};' it testimol

could pay any Journal -
time ago | promised vyou
scientific and Freethought | s
for the University Library. Y
will certainly get them, but as
charges are very high, almost
third what the books cost, 1
about concluded to visit vour
sometime next summer in W
case I will bring them with m¢

I cannot make the H'fi. i W

them by freight Wishing
|‘1n'|,: H ¢Verv success, 1"i
Freethinkers of Silverton a H
New Year, I remain. Yours:
Mental Liberty Jous McA




