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tHosmer, Mr, Geer, and Mr. Green,

are devoting thier whole time to

the promction of Freethought and

Scientific Wisdon 1n 8o many \\':1_\’-?.‘1 free COpY of the

that we can’t
Mrs. Bell has consented
forward tl e work throughout Texas,
Joel M. Berry will take charge of

[ shall push it
Who

offer to help? If our cause is

the work in Ohio,

in Counnecticut, else will

worth anything, we should not be |

behind the Christians in  zeal, per-

severance, methods, or character,

Don’t he
There may be plenty of doubters

cowards. Be brave.

all around, who only need a fear-
}t'--, conscientious ]l‘:itll']‘1 to l;]'i“g
them gladly to vour side, to learn

more and help onthe work,

Now that the first tract is ready, |

the distripution and enrollment

ought to progress rapidly. Three
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word what you do, =0 I ecan make
out a live report, to encourage half-
hearted ones to take hold and he l[l.
The second tract will soon be com-

]'f!'ll-l!. | want some more iit'l[n-'

on the third '.\'.HI.;']I"* or reason
to prove that Science is more reli-
able than the Bible. But I shall
want the most )lr-li.- on the fourth
works

[ want

tract, for I have not the
for making that first-class.

that to conviuce the Christians that
thier bible is no better than others,
sets them all aside.
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Who will nelp a little?  Send your

helps in December. The revision
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ready for distribution till January;
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'you as a Tract Distributor. For
10 cents [ will cenid vou 50 Tracts;
for $1, 600 tracts; or best of all,

subscribe $1. for the vear’s
month, and

and receive fifty each
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{Selfishncss, Free Will
[- and Social Conditions,
|

A writer 1n the TorcH

that we mav be selfish in our rela-
tions with Hlill\_{“- outside of our
species . but that we must be un-

m#an with man.,

selfish
iI!I}I-— forth as a soecial solvent the
'way to Brotherhood.

Now

[n:ltll!"-. 18 a selfish being

man, in common

l & - > 108

l!ll‘st requisite of life,
| must ever be in all his relations, not
!""1}' with his neighbors, but even

n the closest possible rf-l:iliun-'hi};

|with another of his kind. This
seems like a harsh doetrine when

TR ;
'k about us and see the mis-

ery resulting from “man’s inhu-
manity to man”, which we are in
the habit of considering as due to
selfishness wholly, 1 say habit be-
cause people have habits of thought
as well as of action. There are even
fads in thought and theory, as well
as in dress and the breed of dogs.
But saying that man is and must be
selfish is not saying that the broth-

The
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erhood of man is impossible,

llli-l‘!'ii"‘ I't'i.t‘l'['f'li to, which

caused some .‘“\“Illilil'.rn tic persons to
jump to the conclusion that unself-

1Ishness 18 the

remedy and extoll

Lils I[||l\"“‘i}".' ':':1‘.".11: as a ‘-ir_

[to all a just share in the necessaries
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land comforts of life, and tind his
individual happiness in the happi-
ness of all., The difference here in-

dicated is onlvy that between wise
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' We may preach unselfishness for a

has said |

This he |
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;iliti'm- last the same

rlilli!- will ¢ Inue,

Ltition, We have not been created

and set up h=re with the power of

being this or that, good or bad, by
the simple exercise of will. We are
produets of conditions, and so long
continue

as 1‘ll!iiliIiH||"\ to nin‘]‘:|[(<

upon us the product is incomplete,
Each dayv, every change and varia-
tion of environment has  its
share in determining our conduct.
doetrine that Free-

thought is destined to bring to the

This 18 the new

people, and when fully compre-

hended, when the yoke of superstis |
tion is sufliciently broken that men
with all |
it is the |
And this he!

dare to accept a truth contrary to
the dogmas of the priesthood, it will
revolutionize social eonditions, We
habituated to

that man is a “free moral agent ”’

have been the idea
that by the mere exercise of will he
can determine what manner of man
he will be But

much a IIT'NI[]('[ of conditions as the

mind being as
body, he can no more change the
one than the other by force of will,
which 1s itself but the impulse aris-
ing from the play of environment
upon the nrg;illi:-illl. The free-will
dogma has habituated men to the
social conditions are of

illf a that

no i'l'IJ.‘-t‘lth'l.I'!' Th;lt if}""l}n]t‘ Wi.-ll
to be ,\_’,Hwtl [iil'}‘ can be ,\_:.NNI, and
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often we are that we “must

change nature before we
can have
15 a direct outgrowth of free-will

dogma

system |

a dogma as false as the god
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Bible House to Be Sold

Owing to »n decrease 1 11s 11
come, the American Bible Soelety
has been  forced into g position
where 1t must secure a large sum

OF THHoney or  Cce st j[~ .u}u ralions,

Rumor to this effeect has been in

cirenlation for sonie Iil:;r. but they
until  this

].‘l"il\l'll o Ii}'ll-:llil-ll

afternoon, when the truth was ad-

n tted }r} i‘ \\
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(+ilman, Secretary
\\'iii':m-.

An appeal

and by
Foulke, the Treasurer,
1||§n T
he p
York

funds to carrv

18 to he made to istors of all
churches in Mew

lvn next week for
on the labors of the Societv. The
Bible Fourth
and Astor place, has been put on
Foulke

reasoll-

House, at avenue,
[the market, and Treasurer
said this forenoon that no
I:illiv i.l'it'i- for 1t would be refused.
The property is said to be worth
more than -‘FT.":H,H('IH.

The cause of the present troubles
of ove of the most famous religious
‘organizations in either this country
or Kurope seems to have been a
The cir-
means of

Igr;ulnul loss of interest,
culation of Bibles as a
' spreading Christianity seems also
;tn have been !-«'llr-’}u'lulf'tl to a grt*ait
degree to other methods. The pres-
lent site of the Bible House is no
longer appropriate for the society,
because of the growth of the city
uptown and the income from it has
For
many years the Bible House offices
were 1in

decreased in consequence.

and the
sufficient in-

great demand,
rentals furniched a
come to pay the salaries of the ex-
ecutive officers.

The deficiency in thisincome has
had to be other

sources,

made up from
The legacies and dona-
tions on which the society has been
existing are about exhausted, and
financially embarassed
in the general acceptation of the
term, the

while not

organization is in a
serious condition, and it must cur-
tail its work greatly if it does not
go out of existence entirely.

At the last meeting of the Board
of Directors of the Society the sug-
gestion was made that the
facture of Bibles be stopped. No

manu-

definite action, however, was taken.




