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(God’s Mistakes
By R, (5. Ingers
“And it came to pass t Nool

that }‘:]i_i.i!: mocked them and said,

_‘(Ili: either

=

Cryv aloud, for he a
he 1s talking, or he 18 pursuing, o
he is in a journey, or peradventure
e sleepeth and must he awaken-
Do you eonsider that the proper
way to atta k the o d of another?
Did not Elijah know that the
ame of Baal “was encireled in the
heart of every believer with the
prefoundest reverence and Jove”?

Did he*violate the the laws of social

moraiity and decency™?

But Jehovah and Elijah did not
stop at this point., Thev were not
<atishied with mocking the prophets
of but them

down to the four

Baal, T]I'J#‘\' brought
|

hrook Kishon

hundred them—and

re thi

and fifty of
v murdered every one,.

that

]"‘-i!rilaj."1," Ty VOiul oOn

O II:J" }'1.'

1at occasion,

brook Kishon—**Mer y and judg-

ment met together, and that rig!lit-
usness and peace kissed each
"."r‘.'_’

The question arises: Has e ry
me who reads the Old Testament
Y‘i;_:ILT 1O ¢ Xpress h1s IiJ-I'i:}:T as
to the character of Jehovah?  You
vill admit that as he reads, his

mind will receive some impression,

i that when he finishes the “in-
spired volume” he will have some
piniotn as to the cuaracter of
Jehovah. Has he the right to ex-
press that r:II'.!Ji--I-'.J [s the bible a

evel ition from God to man? [ =
t a revelation to the man who
reads it, or to the man who does
not read | A4 [T to the man who
reads it, bas | he right to give
thers the revelation that .
given to him? If he comes to the
lusion at whicl you ha 1
! that Jehovah is God h s
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t ' a S A must he @ man use power? s h ) 1
[ Al Irom gy { 3 ) st C! Does | delend U weak,
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[ - ler 1 L i ) )] nf the Ia e’
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| LI 1y th o ¥4 | [ E Ter] 1 ) ¢ tel Y TIR \ 11
I WE Cla maora \ and Wil find how Jel al &  CoIn-
dec \ | hiey | \ i.!-:”ll;'.tl ! " '.-ta'.\\ii =€ naine 1s ?'!.-}ll'ili—
the extent of their power, and ed i 8O Imany hearts, threatened to
| .
their Jehovah  pronounced upon ; Use s power.

A t \'[-\ ( I's|{ '-Il'.l]'.l' ||I‘ -i.'u' i T|i sI1all s e T W1 }!
DeIng expressed 11 the Hebrew | €Ol sumption, and w h a fever, and
. 1 v 1 ' p 11 14 i
‘{“I,l'l’.r_ Al []-]-. moment, thou- With an Jllf!'\ll.ln‘ll.' .;..iIu'i .‘I\.-[J an

1 0 . . 1 extireme i»tlrlllr:;_" :H|li with L1ve
=alids ol missionaries are attacking . ]
B sword, and with tl,.‘ir-[]il:_' and mil
t | il g .'.,. ¢ ) . I' a . . .
ol e [ the heathen world, and dew, And thy heaven that is over
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of others earth that 18 under thee shall b
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y Ul | = Ot ldA Ve See nroner 1O . . -
- . ‘] : e rain of thy land powder and dust,
defend Jehovah, let us fora maoment ‘ 4 : “And thv car-

examine this deity of the ancient
There are several tests of

may be that all the

Jews.

character. [t

virtues can be nxlmuc-:i in the
word “kindness,” arrd that nearly

all the vices giathered Lo ther

are
In the word “cruelty.’

I,:i{i;_fh*('r 18 a test of character,
When we know what man laughs
at, we know what he really is.
Does he laugh at misfortune, at
poverty, at honesty in rags, at in-

dustry without food, at the angonies
of his fellow men?  Does he laugh
when he sees the conviet elothed in

the

I,i_ll'ﬁ i]t‘

the garments of shame—-at
-"I'i:FIJ:H.'[} on liu- -r';lﬂ}liii'_’
;_'}ll- Oover the

Think

of a man capable of laughing while

rub his nands with

embersofan enemv’s home?

looking at Marguerite in the prison

cell with her dead babe by her side.

\\‘|'.l: must be the real "}J:H‘:u‘li'l' of

1

(o who :-Iia s at the t'&l.:l“.iTir .

of his ch

their 1..r--ll'.;11i”ri.

dre n, mocks at their fears,

their distress and
Would an infinitely Jov

anguish?

E.‘-;_' God }1'»:11 his E.JT!"!.':T'-T r'}‘if'-!l'- !

in derision? Waould he pity, o1
mock? Save, or destroy? Edu
cate, or exterminate? Would he
lead them with gentle hands
toward the light, orlie in wait for
them like a wild beast? Think

?}Jr- (oY |'|r|1 ~ q.I.,fr-.!;ll\.'ji].‘ ,I.'l.'-'_'}ut" I

less caverns of the eterr

the ray
prison, Can a good man mock at
childre |
ride

.J"i.'l\' ||i |]l f' rrnne 'j
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‘1 Ol

ne ri- T},n'
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:ome of his ow

1

ld them

"}Ji:fil"‘rf' and then he uj
scorn and hatred. These diy
I'J.i'-'.liw- T}il-—. .'!'jH.'HL'I'-uf‘ the
finite—were not  allowed to

';." 1on I-:' 'l'lf'-"fi 1 }l"f-“-l f
who had dishonored them. D
kind father dnock his defor: i
child? What w yuld you th k

A mother who would derids

all fowls of
of the
e¢arth.” . . . sty 2 T
[Lord shall smite thee with madness
and blindness. And thou shalt eat
of the fruit of thine own body, the
!1-.-4}1 of

casg shall be meat unto
T}:t' all ;l!.ll unto 1},,. heasts

thy Sons

and thy daughters.

'I.}u' lt‘liilr-]‘ }lllli fir'!jq':ili- Wornan
among vyou, P ¥ her eve
shall be evil

oward her yvoung one and toward
ior children which she shall bear:
for che shall eat them.”

Should it be that these
the

God of hell, and that the translat-

found
curses were in fact uttered by
ors had made a mistake in attribut-
ing them to Jehovah, could you say
that the sentiments expressed are
inconsistent  with the supposed
character of the Infinite Fiend?

A nation is judged by its laws
I'he

ordinarv of-

by the punishment it inflicts,
nation that ;Hihfn}u-
I'I'JL:;l]"lii'II qas

that

finces with death
and

it kills 18 denounced

barbarous, the nation
tortures before
a8 Eavage

What can vou say of the govern-
death

lpf

ment of Jehovah, in which

was the penalty  for hundreds

offences? - death for the "XIII""*EHH

of an honest thought death f"r
touching with a good intention a

sacred ark—death for making hair

for eating shew bread—for im-
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And I

history of the

itating incense erfumery?
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more crue| code

world a
be found,

Crimes seem to have been invented

shed

cannot

to gratify a fiendiszh desire to
the }*l'mr] of men.

How does
his

his

There is another test:
the

faithful

a treat In
his

}mli"h! 00X

man animals
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“'-W did Jehovah treat the

animals 1n }‘;;\'5 t? Would a lov-
ing God, with fiere hail from

heavi n, ijrlliw;ls.ii kill the innocent

cattl for the erimes of thei

!
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NO)
W id | 'ille torture and d
stroy them for the sins of me

dorned '.\j[}l Ll

horns of a beast, He

established

A religlion 1n which every 1'“'i':"
was a slaughter house, and every
priest & butcher—a religion that
li'lil.i]lil'i the death of the first
born, and delighted in the destruc-
tion of life.

Free Inquiry,
By ¥

. Oswald

first condition of progress, and dog-

right of free inquiry is the

matists '.'.hu diq.uh- that riglal vir-
il!:i“_\‘ !!:rp":t:‘h the evidence or the
An

exception from that rule mavy, un-

H]r:l':il\'i[.\‘ ol [}u-il‘ Own ti{-}:“l;l_\'.

der certain i'fllJl]itim-r-, be admitted
ill favor of the :E-l{i.' 1[ tenets, ['[1-
to

expound the unknowable after thei:

obtrusive mystics have a rignt
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and the adepts of the Eleusinian
,\i_\'.‘ii ries had the [II'i\'i]l‘_}_’t' to veil
the of

The disereet Pythagoreans could

seCrets their gacred rites
not be t'.[;“_um] {0 rx;-]uiu l}il' lnl':il.-
law of their master or their reason
for believing in his ghost stories as
llir-

Even noc-

firmly as in the evidence of
geometrical theorems.
turnal Devil-worshippers may be
their
altars, if they do not dress them at

]lr-l'lni[l-ﬂl to mumble about

the expense of their neighbors,

jut it alters if such

The

right of secrecy does not pertain to

the case
creeds }II‘I’\'![[]I‘ ;1;_r|_:[‘¢-_uﬁiv'._
religions that have devastated our
of

wars, that have enforcad their anti-

earth by a series murderous
natural dogmas by destroying the
prosperity of whole nations, and
their ghost dogmas by the torture
and slaughter of millions; religions
which, after the loss of their politi-
cal power, have used all their mor-
al influence toobstruet the progress
of freedom and science, to arrogate
the education of our children, and
to interfere with the recreations of
our holidays,— all under the pre-
text of promoting the propaganda
of infallible The

vota r-io--' uf .'-ll(_'}l f'ri-t-;l-; cannot I’I"Il(i

an revelation.

the privileges of the ancient mys-
tics, for the right to investigate
has become a

their elaims social

[ Preface to

and religious duty.

“The Secret of the East

Thi
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Pagan gods were the deified
[ the
MArine ra, *lll'lllll']'ll.‘ ,'l]nl h[]-h;““i-

men,

nature, patrons of

The Christian gods were the

e of nature.
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