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and the right to life, liberty,
Freedom

this

tection,
and pursuit of happiness.
end.

must be the means to

Iid 1t ever occur Lo ;1!:\'.‘;1-(1.\' what
a ridiculous contradiction 1t 1s Lo
this right

]irflnlllllli‘l‘ niall,

upon
and yet deny bim the freedom by
which it is poseible to use it, and
which alone gives it any value?
[ndividual rights are the pivot
on which a man may turn himeself
harmoniously and equitably with
those around him; and, in the ex-
ercise of these l'i;_fhl.h, there is sOMme-
the

and

where an exact Iminl where

preatest possible happiness

vood of society harmonizes most
perfectly with the greatest possible
happiness and good of the individ-
ual. In the complications of life, it
is, perhaps, impossible to find this
happy contact, and hence impossi- |
from human

ble to evolve a law

gshall perfectly |
The

universally chosen ag approximat-

conditions, which

maintain this equipoize. law
ing the nearest to this end is the
one which concedes that individual
rights belong to everyone, to any
extent which do not violate or tres-
pass upon the rights of others,
These rights may be abused to one’s
self; but they still abide like the sun
of heaven, which shines upon the
unrighteous and the just. Were this
not so, nature would impeach and
confound herself; for human rights
are those eternal and impartial en-
dowments by which a man may
either save or destroy himself, and’
vet his rights remain unchanged.”

“] admit, doctor, that

may be safe for love, because, as

freedom

you have said, true love is virtuous
and constant, and needs no law;
but would not freedom of passion
be unsafe?

“Indeed, does not a strong passion
for the time being often mistake
itself for W hat,
implaeable law, is strong enough to
deal
most subtle and

love? then, but

this most mighty but
hu-

with
uncertain  of
man forces?”

“When I speak of love, I do not
mean mere appetite nor desire, but
the total expression of a man’s na-
ture, wherein his reason and econ-
science are exerted as well as pas-
sion and affection. Loveisall that
a man ig, which he would devote in
sacrifice and in truth to another.
Passion is only a part of this whole;
therefore, the whole should rule the
part, and not a part the whole”

“Very true; but suppose what vou
call love, or the total expression of a

make even this law of my mal hood

the j LW of another, '[.Ifl." § | --‘.'r|f"f-*lI:

[ would make is this; that, until a

man infringes upon the rights of

"T}J“r". }l" "'h"ll'llnll i"' }J"Iifl "‘“ili"f‘r [1’)
II"- OWIl reasol; }1,[|(1 ;”'l}l'll"il_\" :ili‘i
the reason or

not authority of

others. [ am willing a man should
be controlled by his own conscience,
but not Ii_\' the conscience of
another.”

“After all, do you not forget, doc-

tor, that you have just been talking

about natural laws, which show
that nature herself 18 bound? Can
there be absolute freedom e

“This is true, but we must not

mistake limitations which are fixed
and bounded by the natural for
which themselves

limitations are

unnatural. There 18 a difference

between a law which  works
from within toward the legitimate
fultilment of ite ends, and a law
which ll[‘l)l‘l‘l'llr& from without to 1n-
terfere with and prevent those ends,
Yes. there is that in freedom whieh
preserves  and expands. Freedom
can educate more than repression;
for law makes us responsible to
law, while frecdom makes us re-
sponsible to ourselves; and instead
of coldness or oppostion, is inspired
sympathy. The finest processes of
life, its noblest results, flow from

The

nations and ll"il}l]t'.‘i are freest.

and toward freedom. noblest
See
what woman is today. —the proud
(‘n!np:lllinll and ]1*']}:*'!' of tan, <he

grows more strong and royal in the

freedom she builds herself upon,
And, onlv a century ago, what a
,-il;l\'(- was woman, ~her !'iill(';lfi'ill

held in abhorrence, and even to

know how to read denied her as a

dangerous license!”

“Would you, then, dispense with
huaman legislation?”

“I see no necessity for any; that
1=, I belhieve 1t should be the fune-
tion of government to rigidly enact
whatever tinancial or business com-
Into.
With what eise should law concern

itself?

pacts p:lrlivr-'- have entered
It should certainly not at-
tempt to legislate in matters of love,
for love will brook no laws but its
own. Love enforces itself, 18 its
own law, and needs no other so long

When it
what is anyv other law to it but a

as 1t endures,

1""-i!-|'-!

tyranny and an impertinence?

The provinee of law should be that

of arbiter in respeet to values,

estates and property claims: but,

beyond this, it should not go. It

cannot arbitrate in human affec-

this eftfect. If love 18 1ts own ;.n\‘

does 1t nm»il sclence any mnmaore than
law? So far

as love 18 concerned,

1= flnlt ='1e1Ce Aas 1'||lli ;lTjtl i,r]fullillt“--

as law?”’

“Not at all. lLaw

presuimnes to
C »“H'l-‘ love, at least 168 ¢ X;l[‘*':-hinll.
and would make it amenable to
law. Science explains and instructs,
;iml _—«'ut-tinl‘dtt'- l}'l’lillg, LLaw ‘.\'lillili
rule love, while science would teach
love how to rule herself. [ am sur-
prised when [ see men and women
much

auffer human law to do so

where 1t r-hullli! do |lnl||i!1g. [f
love is worth anything, if it 18 not
a misnomer, it must be free; for
love cannot be love, unless it is free.
Then why should state or society
interpose their authority, when the
lov> which alone makes a marriage
sacred or tolerable has departed?

“If two human beings most deeply
interested and most tlunl'nii;_f;'il}' ac-
quainted with their own affairs
¢annot be hlli;lm_-'t-d to know or de-
cide what is best for themselves,
how can any other body or organi-
zation decide for them? Some mar-
riages are so discordant that they
are simply degrading. The high-
est and finest feelings are daily in-
sulted, and perhaps truth itself is
sacrificed. T'his must not be,

“I only ask that marriage, as
everything else, should be an open
question,—open to more light and
truth.

placed upoun it; but, with love and

No arbitrary fiat should be

science, it may be committed to the
ever living manhood and womaun-
hood of our race.”

“On these I;_rruulul:w'_, then, you, of

course, justify the conduet of George

Eliot?”
“Justify 1t thoroghly. She did
that which was right and prop-

er and really conducive to human

welfare. She did not revolt against
marriage, but only against an
unjust and ecruel interference

with marriage. It was a noble act,

heroic act;
full,

far-seeing genius,

a courageous act, an

and it was a wise act,-—the
free choice of A
It was not passion; it was wisdom
that dictated her

for that she acted, not

course. It was
Hl;l!'l‘i:lgt'
against it,—for a true and noble
exalted union between a man and
woman. Shestruck against a tyran-
nical institution based on supersti-
tion and bigotry with the calm per-
sistence of her strong intellect. It
was not a mistake. It was a battle

that she won for human rights;

and, with my deepest soul, I rever-

side of it has, thus far in the world’s
history, been supremely ignored;

but marriage will never be under-
}ii;:hl-.nt ad-
unfolded

H'ililiil}_: mar-

stood nor used to I1ts

vantage until seience has
what belongs to it.
riage as a sacrament, there has, of
course, heen no place for science.
[t would be a heresy whose teach-
Ings would be rli;i‘[:h'-tll'ltl-‘ Con
sequently, there has been no wav
of ]'H'l\'i“: at :lufurllm;tlvm;u‘l‘i.'tu--—«,
except in the inevitable light of
self-sacrifice, abnegation, and dis-
cipline. There is another aspect of

the ease, more sound and hopeful

because more true. At the same
time, boys, don’t lose sight of the
fact that there is a time and place

the altruistic

duty in marriage, as have hereto-

flrr (‘u'lt‘t-p[iuljh‘ uf
fore obtained. Science cannot harm
these CONviCctions, It will work 1in
harmony with and always to the

furtherance of duty. Conscience
may be helped by health, so will
scielice supply truth which is need-
I nlil}'
ingist that each one be free to adopt
fitted to

circum-

ful to gnnt]llt‘,‘-‘.‘i and power,

his own methods as best
his individual needs and
This will be the best in the
teach
women how to proteet and elevate

stances,

end, for it will men and

themselves through noble and

worthy loves; and, as character
and virtue are above law, so will
this be an achievment worthy of
the means. Goodnight.”

“The doctor is a host in himself,”

said Will,

and modest as a child.

“s0 learned, yet artless
[ am glad
he hil}!])t'llt'(i to talk on this subject
tonight, I
every other lnpic. and nave often

have heard him on

wished he would get started on
this one; for I knew, with his vast
experience of life, his erudition and
close observation, he would speak
He i1s

wise, charitable, honest, and true,

Lo S0me sense alld purpose.

and [ believe in what he says; but,
between Lorena and me, the prinei-
ple of sacrifice that he last spoke of
is the one for us to acecept.”

“Have you ever asked yourself
the uluvslinn if you had nota right to
sacrifice the happiness of her hus-
baund, if, by so doing, a greater hap-
piness for Lorena aud yourself could
be l:rn('llrt-cl'f”

“This is not a question of the mere
balaoce of right, but of simple hu
man nature, which is so constituted
that it does seek another’s happiness
Men are

1
1%

naturally generous as well as sell

This is a part of its life.
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