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For the Torch of Reasor

Heaven is Here.

f:_‘. »race E trruber

W here rushes are ;_'I'-I'x\il'.'_’_ inNnd green
CAVES are h.owing
~ . 1 1
Where willows are Waving to nreez
SO serene’
And the golden rod flowers bedeck the
"‘:I.-li. IHM\I'T“,
And bright English daisy is rightlsy
the queen:
With the bright sun beguiling, all na
i1y \ v AET
! i1x ™ I8 R Q! LA s
And my soul 18 entranced bv the

heautieg of morn;
Here nature’s bestowing, with sweet
zephvrs blowing,
All the splendor of nature, this scene
to adorn.

['hen npward while gazing, to expanse
amazing .,
['m held by a power which I cannot
coneeal
While intensely I ponder, I naturally
WOliller,
Spellbound by those beaunties which
nature reveal,
['o each of us mortals,
wondrous portals,
A bright lhght 18 beaming to dark-

thro’ Earth’s

eSS erase:
Yet, can 1t be better, when unbound
irom earth’s fetter,
[f we find not these beauties, which

] 1 ‘
111 i1le we !'TII.’I['.!:':'I’

We know earth has
streams, and bright flowers,
Yet we've all felt the thorns which
bel ng to tlh.e rose:
Yet who would not bear them, and
gi;tu”_v compare them
With the streamlets of
which nobody knows?
Remember the dear ones, the loved
Onies, the near ones,

myth, of

bowers. clear

Las distinguished

[hat in life we would clasp to our|

heart’s warm embrace ;
Should we enter a sphere and not find
our loves there,
O, who could, or who would, find JOo
in that place?

Just give me the earth, with its sor-
rows, its mirth,
The loved ones I cherish and fondly
woltlld hold.
Life’s day isastream, whether rough
Oor serene,
‘tlil“ll'i_' onward ! ‘\'l‘l kl‘t‘!dh;{ the se-
cret untold :
O, yet if we would, ah, how truly we
" eould ;
Shed a heavenly light on our own
1‘:ll'l||]_\‘ :-[Jn-n-;
Help the wayward, the blind—love
our brother mankind,
Then sigh not for heaven, for heaven
is here,

The Plan of Salvation.

by Fdgar (', Beall
First, if this “saving faith” is a

“gift of God/” and he purposely
witholds 1t from certain men, could
iny thing more unjust be coneceived
*léillih

'}i:t'fl that he should then

those men? If 1t is God’s plan
to inspire faith in the minds of all
who are to be saved, is he not then
r».-.-}.{.g.-.ii.]n for the r-l\'"[ntlt'j.-im and
consequent punishment of all dis-
Christians hold

believers?  Some

that faith mayv be obtained lr‘\'
praver., To ask a confirmed athe-
15t to

rational as to advise a drowning

pray for faith is about as

man to swim to the shore for a

i"';lf. There are thousands of noble
men and women who have not faith
enough even to begin to pray, and
if orthodoxy is true, they must suf-
fer lT'-lf'llfijl_;.. roelse it l- not ortho-

fwords to Nicodemus:

SILVERTON, OREGON, THU

dox doctrine that belief in Chris-
T=-i3.i'_\' I8 essential to sa vation.
There is no }""‘Hlil”“ here of
evading a dilema. If belief is an
absolute :*‘I.I‘I;“i"‘{'*h;t:\.lli-‘il‘filf'll
the millions of sincere dishe l1evers

must sutter the most  heinous ‘Te

justice conceivable. Or, if no such

condition is absolutely NECESSUATY,

then the .\ll'."_\' of atonement be-
Comes=a f.‘1fr1:". and the ]J,I;HJ of -:l|\:!-
tion a faree, What was the need
that Christ should die to save the
believing sinners if the disbelievers
can be entitled to the same salva-
ton?  And if honest Infidels can
not be saved the same as b lievers,

then God 1s measurelessly '.H.}H-*t
and eruel.

[t 18 sometimes admitted that if
[Il:i[

18, exhibit the sinlessness of a4 Chris-

a man should live a pure life,

tian, without faith, there might be

But if

some hope of his salvation,
it is conceded that simple morality,

or honest devotion to the

of Humanity, can entitle a man to!

salvation, is not this a positive con-

tradiction of every fundamenta
of the Christian religion
‘\[}iii‘ltf' or

If the

‘l':il-hin;_f
from
Humanitarian philosophy?
Leptic can fare as well as the be-
liever, of what value are Christ’s
“Except a
man be h.u['u J;-_{Hi!l. he can not see
God?” Why

converted, or

the kingdom of
should a man be
“hborn again.” if he ean be endowed
with the elements of holiness at his
natural birth? And that this is
}nhr-”n]v can no longer be denied,

It 18 vain to say that ]Ilfl}'—llpi::l]»-rl

[H“‘ll'l.‘; dare indebted tO careful
training in childhood, or Christian
moral excel-

parentage, lor their

lence. It is now coneeded by the
most eminent theologians, that all
the moral prineipals i-ff'}i:‘i~!i..1.;7}'
};!';u»lim-r] by

were taught and

heathen philosophers who never
|H-;ll'l] Of "l:l'l‘! or the "lsrihtiupu

Bible Hence,

reason why men today can not at-

there e¢an be no

Laln TEJ" =Alne 1!' '-lli'llllli-lif 1mnde-

uiln_f“,.'{-

pendently  of  Christian

]:Il[. '...'I"IIlTiHL_" for the =ake of argu-

ment, that the word belief as

used in the Bible, does not neces-
h:it‘l]]‘\' mean beliefl at él;], and that

to avold any reflection upon the

justice of God, it may be interpretdd

to mean “good works,” or purity of

r'h;[r«tifi'l", the I{lil-'TiU['. <1 re-

maing, would there be any justice

In consigning even a wicked ma

everlasting pain, when the very

cause of his depravity was an org

ization and an environment wi

emanated solely from God himsell?
tle wil

If a man 1 inherently vile, and
nosed only to evil, is he not ai

'seleetion of a creed ought we

Protestantism

I{r |i1_"ilill |
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jfl'I of I'H\. rather than revenge”

I'here are idiots in morality as well

as 1d1ots in inte [lect: and although

soclety is justified in forcible re-
straining such unfortunate persons,
in self-defence, why should an om

ll![bl'l“lll (iuli. whorm they can ot

harm, after ecreating them. inflies

upon them a kind of punishment,
which, in cutting off the possibility
of I'r'ili-ln..if.!wl , Ci uld se rve onlv to
_:_r!.M]['_\ the mahgnity of a demon?

Second, 1f faith is not an vepecial
gift of God, and if it is proper that
we should be guided by reason in the
then
to be cast into a ““iake of eternal
fire” for choosing a belief or dishe-
hef which is in strier accordance
with our reason? [ the Roman
Catholie Chureh should indeed be
the “Alleinseligmachende.” and our

reason tells usitis but a corruption

[of the true fold of Christ, and that

expresses the true
\‘.]i I'If l;llll_ III!I._I:!!! We 1o !_-!l !I!:::'I—.!:_
ed for b illg Protestant? But sup-
assures us that

11: Pt Oour reason

neither Romanism nor Protestant-

ism, nor any other form of super- |

naturalisnm 12 worthy of creedence,
ought we then to be held guilty be-
CANSe We remaln true Lo ourcon vie
tions? .""'l]l'l‘l.\‘ but one logical an-
swer can be given to this question,

Third, if we do not receive our
“saving faith” as an especial divine
gift, and dare not trust the voice of
reason, there can be but one other
way left; viz.,, by accident. That
:1:1_\-' soul could merit endless tor-
ment for not being aware of certian
conditions which ||I|i‘\’ accident or
chanee could make l\'?m\\'ll, 18 an
idea which of course needs no  dis-
cussion. We are thus compelled
to admit that no Deity conld justly
reqifire human beings to obhserve
any conditions whatsoever as nee-
ASsAry to -;l}\u!irln, since the pos-
‘-“:i“fy of our rnlp.-‘i-l'\'iil,l,: the condi-
tions would rest with hin;
and he would therefore himself he
responsible for every case of norn-

alone,

acceptance,

With regard to these obvious de-
feetg 1n the Scheme of Hrflrinpliun_
urt."uuif'x_\‘ has given and can give
];lll one l'l"!]‘\'; \'i)’.., “There 18 no
sincere  Infidelity,” And it is
worthy of note that in the New
Testament no special provision  is
ever mentioned for honest unbelief
on the part of any who have heard
”1" [;uhi:l'i. ’]"\\I'\'f‘!'! ?.'fl'!li“u
18 easier demonstrated than the
existence of millions who con-
scientiously reject the supernatur-
alism of the Bible in the face of
evervargument that ean he present-
ed in its defiuge, A d linked with
this fact the conviction must come
to every candid and reflective mind,
that lh‘t‘ Plan of Salvation 1s c¢on-
<1stent with neither the
tion of human nature, nor any log-

con<titu-

1cal coneeption of a just or merci-
f‘i]l ‘;rlll_

The Brain.

I‘_’\ K. G

Ingersoll.

'he dark continent of motive

and desire has never been explored.
In the brain, that wondrous world
with one inhabitant, there are re-
cesses dim  and dark, treacherous

sands and dangerous shores, where

£

ll*!ll[lt and fade:

Seeining sirens
streams that rise in unknown lands
from hidden springs, strange seas

with ebb and flow of tides, resist-

less billows lll';-,:l'ti
flame, profound and awful depths
hidden by mist of dreamus, obscure
and phantom realms where vague
and fearful things are half revealed,
Jungles  where passion’s tigers
t'l'nm'h, and skies of eloud and blue
where fancies fly with painted
wings that dazzle and mislead; and
the poor sovereign of this pictured
world is led by old dexires and an-
cient hates, and stained by crimes
of many vanished years, and push-
‘ed by hands that long ago were
dust, until he feels like some be-
wildered slave that Mockery has

throned and crowned.
Priests, Kings and People.

Then the different nations, in a
transport of fury, were going to tear
in pieces the men who had thus
deceived them; but the legislator,
arresting this movement of violence,
addressed the chiefs and doctors:

“What!” said he, “instructors of

have
And the terrified
“O legislator! we

nations, is it thus that you
deceived them ?”
priests replied:
are men. The people are so super-
stitious! they have themselves en-
And the

“O legisiator! the pro-

couraged these errors.”
kings said:
ple are 2o servile and so ignorant!
they prostrated themselves before
the voke, which we H(‘;l!‘t'l']_\' dared
to show them.” Then the legisla-
tor, turning to the people: “Peo-
ple!” said he, “remember what you
heard ;

have just they are two

indelible truths. Yes, you your-
selves cause the evils of which you
complain;  yourselves encourage
the tyrants, by a base adulation of
their power, by an imprudent ad-
miration of their false beneficence,
by =ervility in obedience, by licen-
tiousness in liberty, and by a cred-

ulous reception of every imposition.

On whom shall vou wreak ven-
geance for the faults committed by
your owi ignorance and l'!|_llilii"\' i
And the people, struck with con-
fusion, remained in mournful sil-
Volnev’s Ruins of

ence, Frum

Empires.
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