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The Creed of Hope.
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Ly v S1CK a heart and deem thelr
Popes denied ;

But soon and sure the wave returning will

[hander exultantly, “Truth’s tide is ris
Ing still,

'he darkness 18 herald of the light,

And gathers blackness just before it
flies

In swift retreat adown the radiant
skies;

And evil still but serves to prove the
might

And certain victo 3 of human good and
right.

'he starof hope leads onward to the fray;
Nor trails its standard ever in defeat ;
Nor evolution from 1ts goal retreat,

And they who march where Reason leads
the wayv,

in N \'-.|--'; strength shall wih hi _' !

lous day.

Perversion.

Oswald

By F. L

There is a tradition that a year
hefore the conversion of Constantine
the son of the Ill'“}r}]l'll',“.‘ “";Ur-pil!‘:l-
was ]-I’;l.\'i’fl_:_’ in the lt'mpll-
[lih. when the h[nil'i’ of his mother|
came over him and the veil of the|

u.\\"“_

future was withdrawn. to

our children!” he exclaimed, when
he
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awakened from his trance, ““I|
.- l oachi & e
a cloud approaching, a gre at
darkness is going to spread over the |

I'hat
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darkness
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eclipse of common sense and reason.
There is a doubt if the total destruc-
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struck a
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more
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ma of salvation by faith and absti-

world could LVe

cruel blow to

nence from the pursuit of free in-
juiry The ethics of the world-
renouncing fanatic condemned the
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love of secular knowledge as they
"-'Ilill'llli.l'f] 1}.' 10V of }1- th and

the pursuit of physical prosperity,

and the children of the next ;'_._'.}_
generations were sy stemati ;l]]l\,
trained to .'[.ﬁi,:w the hizhen! .t |
tribute of the human spirit.  Spir

itual poverty became a test of moral
worth: ].}1§1.._..}.}!..,, and free in-|
quirers we banished, while mental
castrates were fattened at the ex

pense of the toiling rustics and me-
chanics: science was dr 1'.-[ \8 Al |
wlly of skepticisn f not of thel
arch-fiend 1n perso the suspicio

of Sera-|,
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Impulse to Virtue and Honesty.

e atom or mall-

est conceilvabl ;.;111'.1:» of matter

can disappear or be destroved in

the life of nagure in ;_w-lu-l‘;li_ SO not

the siallest deed or most il!-i;;[llili-

cant It-.w'li:_'h[ l'f a man c¢an iw['i-}n

or i"' :"“f ill T}u' LT !.l:. !If‘i'nlfilll.’lll—
k”lli. For both propagate them-
hl‘l\-~ 11} unendinge 5!'.1:“-;,-»-‘ "..\'

i virtue of theimpulse given by them,
_ill_-l asthe oscillations of the surface

of a piece of water produced by

a

f Calmost any intellectual pur-
suit, and the Emperor Justinian
et vy passed a law for the “sup-
Dress] 0f matnhematicians.’

Wi V1 Ny i Tln‘i'll:'ill'll
e h of 1ts power,
iLura L { t came almost a

tradition o1 the past. The |'t':1:llllr¥
it ent schools divided their

Y tw the forgery of miracle
egendas and the elaboration of 1n-|
ine dogmas, The most extrava-

gant absurdities were ;-r'u[u;_'.'ih-ll
under the name of historical ree

ords; medleys of nursery tales and
}..[[1"“7 stories which the pooresl vil-
la » | ’ . £ ‘ >

lage school teacher of pagan Rome
disgust

l'(l]l"‘l
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would have rejected with

were gravely discussed by =o
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of Civilization,”
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abundant evidence of contemporary

writers did not prove them to have
been the current ‘-I:ri-|l' of mediev:
sclence,

dreadful

When the gloom of the

'night was broken by the first gleam

of modern  secience, torch-

eyery
bearer was persecuted as an incen-
(li-‘ll'_\'_ .\‘*‘.I"illlblll"l.\ were f'lT'(‘f-li 1O
recant their heresies on their bend-
ed knees,

Philosophers were caged

teligious skepties

' were burnt at the stake, as enemies

of God and the human race. It
| was, indeed, almost impossible to
+'_f1|1r':, it :tl:_\’ -"].*'Iitif.l" axionmn !}i"T
did not eonflict with the dogmas of

the revi
I".'i!i.",’;!'l

of

centuries -1z'1--'|tlit;;il'-ii the

of their own senses to the rant

epileptic monks and maniacs. And

when the sun of Reason rose visi
hliv above the horizon of the intel-
lectual world, its rays struggled dis-
torted through the dense mist of
superstitior which econtinued to|
brood over the face of the earth,
ind was only partially dispersed
even by the storms of the Protes-
tant revolt.

The light of modern science has
' brought its blesgings only to the
habitants of the social highlands
the valley dwellers still grope their

wav througl

| the gloom of inveterate

superstitions and prejudices, and
enturies may pass before the we rid
has entirely emerged from the
hadow of the life-blighting cloud
vhich the son of ,-&..‘I.:?:'.; recog-
ized in the rise of the Galilean
delusion.—The Bible of Nature.
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lation-mongers who had for |

' and force “him, sword in

falling stone vibrate onwards in

constantly larger and weaker cireles.

And although this movemant itself

must i'_\' t]l‘;_:l‘r‘v-i be lost or come to
'self a votary of natural religion, is

rest just like these oscillations, it
the

!i"'l‘f.'lill number of ot

| has 1n meanwhile set free a
|

ner

(physical

-ill'illll‘Hll’Hlnll movements, which

on their part renew and continue
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"iu- illt“\nili.‘l? 1S At the same time

'the life of humanity, and the life of |
.rhum:n.n}-th.;t of the individual!|
o  Whoever cannot or will not allow |
this great trath to suflice for hilll,,

it
and

find 1n

virtue

.} . . 1
whoever 18 unable to
.“'.]”i"i"l]l iil.lrli!r-l' 10
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being kept permanently in the right

honesty, will also incapable of

path by any external force

agency. Neither philosophical nor
religious creeds are capable of furn-
ishing even distantly an equivalent

O1
their mixed egotistical and imagin-

for it, or of replacing by means
ary motives that firm morel ;Nl‘-ii-
tion which the individual must at-

tain by the recognition of the im-

ji"T'l‘-Ilil}ril‘lll'h— 01 |Ii_-' Frri“;_’ }II ('IFI]—.

nection with humanity at large.

All Religions Are Ridiculed.

Jean Meslier,

. By
Nothing appears more ridiculous

in the eyes of a sensible man than
to

another whosge creed iamin:l}}} fool-

for one denomination criticise

1sh. A Christian thinks that the
Koran, the divine revelation an-
nounced by Mohammed, is but a
tissue of impertinent dreams and

impostures injurious to Divinity,
The :
treats the Christian
he

"1"'“_;_’i'rh: he if:.;agir:i'- he has

Mohammedan, his side,

0On

as an 1dolater

and a dog: sees but absurdities
in hi
country
hand, to
accept the faith of his Divine pro-
phet; he believes

nothing is more imlni us or more
I}I'-l[.

the right to conquer his
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worships a man, and
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'-\'}ui believes li['[l;.‘_\.' jTi [in' ilu'lil,-

celivable myvstery of the Trinity,

ridicules the Catholie Christian be-

|

substantiation.
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He treats him as a fool, as ungodly
and 1dolatrous, because he kneels

he

'I}‘-ii |||‘ the llHi‘

to worship the bread which

1 i
lla‘];l Vs [t -HHs [_h‘

verse, All the Christian denomin-
atlons agree in considering as folly
the incarnation of the God of the
Vishnu,

that the only true incarnation is

Indies, They contend

that of Jesus, Son of the God of the

universe and of the wife of a car-

penter. The theist, who calls him-

.-—.'lli-litt[ Ilr;{rlillfl\\'ln'ilgr' a 'lilnl of

he

h.t.‘-

whom no conception; in-
dulges  himself in jesting upon
other mysteries taught by all the

I‘t.ii;_’iilllﬁtli- the world. ::.“"lllrl'l'r-li-

tion in All Ages.”

if Death Ends All.

By R. ., Ingersoll,
Aud suppose, after all, that death
does end all. Next to eternal joy,

next to being forever with those we

love and those who have loved us,
—next to that, is to be wrapt in

the dreamless sleep of eternal peace.
Next to eternal life is eternal sleep.

l[f[mn the r-'iaauluwy shore of death

trouble casts no wave,
Eyes that have been curtained by
the dark will

know again the burning touch of

everlasting never

Lips

touched by eternal
s1lence will never :-«I;!‘;lk again the

broken words of grief. Hearts of
dust do not break. The dead do
not weep. Within the tomb no

veiled and weeping sorrow sits, and
in the rayless gloom i c¢rouched no
shuddering fear,

I had rather think of those I
have loved, and lost, as having re-
turned to earth, as having become
of

Uf

them as unconscious dust; I would

da [l;krl. of the elemental \\‘t':llth
l}n- Wullfli l \\nll'f] I';t”u-l‘ Lhillk

rather dream of them as gurgling
in the stream, floating in the clouds,
bursting in light upon the shores of
other worlds; I would rather think
of them as the lost visions of a for-
gotten night, than to have even the
faintest fear that their naked souls
may have been cluteched by an or-
thodox god. But as for me, I will
leave the dead where nature leaves
them. Whatever flower of hope
springs in my heart [ will cherish;
[ will give it breath of sighs and

rain of tears.




