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e however the truth, that a larege

number of these young men and
men have withdrawn from the
itholicehureh., Among this nume-
- are three yonng men; educated
the }HE']'.-' schools of this city,

ey were far better }'f"i'df"i to
take such a position than their par-
ts had been or could be.

[n the same ¢

1ty resides a man ol

learning, a physician by profession,
nt who gave up most of his time
to speculations in philosophy, scien-
tific research and economic -Tlltl.\'_
He is known about the l'il_\' as “Old
Doctor Brown,” vet his white hair

ind energetic manner inspires both

f'.H}..-.'i and Interest wherever he
goeg.  In some manner the young
men found him out. It may have

heen at a lecture before some lea rned

body, but it matters not how the

introduction occurred. Touched by
their kindly and respectful interest,
nd thinking that Thl‘“ll;_'}. them he
f.'.E\_{}l[ i]ll L'Hml to l}ii' l""'l‘l" I'['..]”
_ 1 invited tl
Callie, 1He LIl viLeu Lle

whom they

three boys to spend an evening
with him in his study. This meet
ing was followed 'I:}' others, and it
is my purpose to give the readers
of the Torcu orF REAsON a condensed
report of these meetings, which the
old doctor has ramed his “Bohe-
mian Evenings.”

It had been ;f;_']'m-:l that each of
the boys should bring with him,
written on paper, one .lue'»!inn re-
garding religion that most troubled
him, and whicl, geemed a stumbling
block for travellers along the road
of Freethought.

few words of explanation, give my

I will, with these

report in the form of a I]i.ll'r;_{l!!':
The Old “Well, boys, I

im very gl

i'l rl'Tlnr:

glad to see you tonight.
We will not stop for preliminaries,
Mr. Votipka have you your ques-
tion written out?”

Mr. Votipka: “Yes, Doctor, but
!.'['}r-‘\‘\'.|1.tl ]’ill]\u'im\' I|H-ir..‘-:i;‘-'!.
| hardly like to be first.”

Dr. Brown: “Never mind that;
let us have vours.”

Mr. Votipka.

‘Is suicide,

‘Very well, here

which seems to

1t 18:

ten-

be inecreasing, a result of the

deney towards  Freethinking, or
what Christians call Infdelity?
Ur, 10 1.111 H Animther wav. ']"""

Christianity sustain  people anpd

Ir{"f‘p them from act= ol e o eration

1nto W}Li:'h the evils of this [1fe

sometimes throw us’

Dr. l’.ru\\'u' -'[‘:'lrll-tit ,i_'ili- }1:|111i~

through his silvery hair and think-

lilul‘b‘

il.z_' hh-h?._\‘ a moment.) -3

appreciate the greatness of your
question and I hesita { LNSWel
1t 1In an off-hand and rief way
Only today a friend told me { a
poor fell w. a tailor by trade, whe

had been discharged from one place
(R | % d i
- y plig = 11 W e OTIe,
K to the 1wces of his loving
\ { ] I 1
\ ( { 11 sald 1 Wi {
] , T 1Al thia Ccruel
world,” went to the attic and there
ut a bullet through his brain.
1his ma Vas ..-l;.i v be A I[-\l"}\"
<lider from the church I under-
stand that some of the ministers
( ned of the ineident and used the
case ag an awe-inspiring 1illustra
L e fats of backsliders

Before we undertake to ascertain

what might be called the psycholo-

gical side of suieide, l¢t us remem-

'Tn !‘Z]’:*.'_ we are *.&!'i LO he ;.\:fl"
a Christian civilization., [t

matters not what the system, the

laws of nature are fully active,
Food. elothing and shelter must be
secured in some way. Some other
time I would like to discuss this
Christian civilization under which
we live, but now we cannot stop.

working of the
flllli*

[f in the
-‘\“-lrln the

present
and clothing 18
hard to f.ii:ll. and the “'I'“'..l;_:lt' he-

COmmes =0 tlt“-ii"l'IlTr' that l'[li'\' the

ftrong suceet d and the weak oo n
want, it is very natural for men,

{ %I-H'l}lii\ E}HIM' \\Ilul';lnlﬂ'i =see iiltu

1 . - v ’ HOMYT O 10
ill""'lil}'l"\ SULITRILA Ol ~\'-a.‘:||:-F'

to despair. I might say as a pass-
ing comment that preachers invent
all manner of schemes to make the
people submit and keep quict in
their hardships. Rev. Malthus pro-
l"""l a great theory, and 1t was
wide ]\ advocated i'_\' the aristoerat

classes of England and Europe,

that the world had too many peo-

ple anyway; that war and famine,
pestilence and disaster are bless-
ings, because they rid the

arnl !Iluil -'Il;l‘hh' -Ill|'ili.‘-' II [}Ii"‘ ll!'

true, what fault can the Church
find with the poor fellow who can-
not \\';1i[ {0 }u- _h-};nt mn WAars, :illl!

brains out? Let us
look at
What is good and what is evil? A
little fool

little clothing during his

lJIllW‘- hir—' OWwWn
take a broad this subject.

nan needs but a each
11;1_\‘, a
lifetime, and for a few short decades
a shelter to call a howme. The earth
is ever ready to support many 1ll-
lions more in human life than ever

existed upon its islands and

nents,

conti-
l"rm-‘.lmugin sAVS to men,

ohevy law.’ If vou are f'llirl. et
warm; build a fire, make yourself

clothing § you are sick, iry 1o

know the cause of your sickness
and remove it. If you are poor,
work hard, work intelligently, study
cienee and know these laws that

will enable you to escape the ills of

ife. Pain is our greatest blessing.
It 18 our :_rl]?.ln» and [II‘HTH'T"I- x-
[.r-l'illti'i' aided with reason, will

)
show you how to live on the best of

‘;*'I‘Hl““ifi; .l. h_\‘i-**':i}dl;;_{if l'-Ii‘*"
thought =avs, make the most of life,

Obeving law brings its own reward,
']i- }H- L‘["'V ‘IFH'\' :l!‘-\'_ j,""‘ 18

eternal immutable; no oflense

;1|I'i
15 1 I'_!.'." 1. .
“EKxcuse my inter-

rupting, but don’t the

world of

people try to make the most of life?

Do they teach tl SATN¢ leas
Dr. Brow )

true p poy ! :

lanity savs, ‘this world 1s bad., We

wre hear to be tried. We should

bear our ills, for over yonder ali

will be joy and peace. 1i we are

poor, in heaven we have treasures

laid up for us. It we are
may be to test us to see 1f we are

Wi r]f.'\ Ol the 111 I'Hlllt.t.. Such a

view of life founds nunneries and

other 1nstituitons whiceh retard th
progress of men. No cne woul

CoOmImt
ted the value of this life.

suicide wio fully apprecia
[t 18 usu-
ally the one who stitl clings to the
i"’i"' of eternal bliss, or the other
dogmas of the church, that gives up
[1fe, I do not
charge <uicide as the result of the

ind takes his own
modern church teaching, but I fear
that it is a result of the original
philosophy ot Christianity, There
are certainly many l»rt-m-lirnl.-
among the early Christians to fix
the suicide notion in the mind of
111e 1l "

Mr. Urbsky:
ing, Doctor?”

Dr. Brown:
for a t'rl'l;li[l!_\_

“|s suicide increas-

“We cannot know,
The sensational
press now hunt the world over for
Iin-.—o- |rilr- Hf Nnews, lf il.ll""ii i{ lln‘
true that more people take from
themselves the only thing of value
they have—ther later
years than tormerly, I would rather

lives in
eX pecl to find the cause in the evils
of our Christian system of competi-
tive production, which robs the
many to eunrich the few,
Jesus Chiist was in despair upon
this point, for he said, the bible
claims, ‘the poor ye have with ye
always.” Let all men haye a chance
to maintain themselves; let them
know their children wiill have the
same opportunities.  Let their labor
bring a reasonable degree of com-
fort, as to food, clothing and shelter,
and suicides will be rare. What
few that do occur will probably be
confined to those :io-.-]n-r.:t.v Chris-
tians who are in haste to get into
the bliss of the celestial Gil'\'.
Have you other questions? Yours,
Mr. Palivee.”

Mr. Palivee: “I fear my
tion will be quite removed from
that already in our minds. 1 have
written:  ‘What do we really know
about the bible, as to it origin and
history?’ :

Dr. Brown: “That will require a
separate evening, and I wixh to look
up a little data for )y ou hefore an-
[ prefer to wait until |

],\ el

fll]l‘.‘i'

swerlng 1t.

can give you correct dates and
exnet statements. What 18 your
question, Mr. Urbsky ?”

Mr. Urbsky: “l fear I have

equally as important a question.

It 152 ‘“What do people mean by
soul? When they say, 1 your soul
saved, what do they mean? Is

there any evidence of spirit life?” ”

Dr. Brown: “Well, you boys
have struck the hardest questions
of religious philosophy and history.
[.et me have the next evening for
the bible and the one following for
the soul. Bring any number of fel-
lows yvou wigh, and I will try to be
bv[tuﬁ- I,-r-p}.;irml for _\uu."

(The party breaks up with pleas-
ant conversation and leave-takings,
and the old doctor sits again alone
in his study. He muses over the
ill('iilo-h!, but cannot give up his
belief that mankind is now strong

Christian/ enough to be free. )

JERMAN & LYONS,
PAINTERS.

House, sign and carriage paint-
Ing. Paper-hanging and interior
locoTation a -;.a't;t'lT\‘ Charges

reasonable. Work gnaranteed.

SILVERTON...

Barber
Shop —"

...Artistic Work

When vou want a....

Good Smooth Shave

Or a First-C

Hair-Cut

CALL ON=———

E.E. TAYLOR.

* K O x

SILVERTON, - = = = = = = (REGON

Silverton . ..

LIVERY
FEED AND
SALE STABLE

Cor. Water and Lewis
Streets.

Double Rigs and Saddle Horses always
on hand at the lowest prices, A corral
connected with the barn for loose stock.

Information regarding any kind of
stock promptly attended to, by person
or letter. Horses Boarded and Fed on
reasonable terms,

N. J. HARDESTY.

‘GOOR BOOKS :

A Prices

| o) ,_:1 4 q
Ne Kedyeced

We can furnish the following books
well bound in cloth ; good print, standard
sizes, for the extremely low price of
60 cents each, postage 10 cents. Don’t
fail to take advantage of this offer.

Chas, Darwin

L] L]

Origin of Species
Degcent of Man
First Principles. ..
Data of Ethics "
Emerson’s Kssays
Sartor Resartus
History French Revolution ¢
Discourses of i';]li"{"‘”?“
Past and Present Thomas Carlyle
Hypatia ' 4 Chas. Kingly
Autobiography of Benj. Franklin
Fifteen Decisive Battles of the

World : .. E. C. Creasy
Tennyson’s Poems
Hln-l[:»_\".‘-ﬂ Poemes
Longfellow’s Poems
Pope’s Poems
Milton’s Poems
Htunr."‘ ]"n-lll.‘-i
jurns’ Poems
Robert Browning’s Poems
Byron’s Poems

small print
Shakespeare’s Poems
small print

Herbert Spencer
il

...Thomas Carlyle

(3]

Address,
JONES’

291 ALDER BST.

BOOK STORE,
PORTLAND,
(JREGON.

Wanted—An ldea e

Protect your ideas; they may bring you wealth.

Write JOHN WEDDERBURN & CO., Patent Attor.

neye, Washingron, D. C,, for their $1.800 prize offer
| and new list of one thousaud inventions wanted.
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