
TH H
2 TORCH OF REASON, SILVERTON, OREGON, THURSDAY , SEPTEM B ER  23, 1897.

C o u n te rfe its . th e  allegiance of conscience.” 
nvson asks:

Ten-
-r  i f  Dpq c n tl ’1 is better to educate p,‘*,ple out oflo rcn  OI Kvd^vll t |)ejr fo |hfc8 and superstitions, by Christianity is no more responsible

T he O nly P ap er of I ts  K ind.

Published Weekly by the Liberal Uni- w f |a t ¡g t() t h em  very sacred. Surely 
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G one, but N o t F o rg o tten .

Our editor has gone. God d idn’t 
take him, as he did Enoch, hut his 
father-in-law took him. The facts 
in the case are just these: Early 
Thursday m orning—not so early 
hut th a t the chickens had left their 
roosts and begun to “carol forth 
their lays”—the editor and his wife, 
with F ather Page, boarded what 
we “ Webfooters” call a hack, be­
hind a lively little team, and sped 
away down the street. Their desti­
nation was the Pacific ocean, and 
we hope they will not go farther 
west.

Kind reader, if there is anything 
in the Torch this week that you 
don’t admire, just consider the edi­
tor’s absence. If there is anything 
that you do admire, just consider 
that the days of miracles have re­
turned. We hope that the editor 
will soon return loaded with a few 
stories of fish, if not a few fish stor 
ies, and tha t he will content him ­
self with wielding the editorial pen 
while the writer wields the scissors.

A Good W ork.

Mrs. Eliza Mowry Bliven, who is 
doing so much for the “ Promotion 
of Scientific Wisdom,” is receiving 
help and encouragement from some 
and discouragement from others, 
but she goes steadily ahead in the 
work of carrying out her “plan,” 
and we will not be surprised to see 
her make a great success of the 
tracts she is to have prepared and ing had mistakes, for we realize 
distributed. It w ill he well for peo- j that “every man is as he must he,” 
pie to understand that Mrs. Bliven bu, we m ust mi|ke t(lis ftn o rgan il.
is in this work for the goon she can . .- - a tio n  th a t  will be a real pow er in

saving, not only our Christian

unnecessary to point out to a think-! 
er the grand results that will cer­
tainly follow.

P. W. G.

Scientific Wisdom.

do, and while she may he capable 
of writing some splendid tracts from 
her own knowledge, yet she needs In-others and sis ters from th e ir
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W h a t It  W as and W h a t I t  is 
B e co m in g .

A short time ago a friend of tin- 
Oregon State Secular Union wrote 
us a very nice letter and incident­
ally  wanted to know what had be­
come of certain members, mention­
ing three nr four, who were once 
active in the work. He expressed 
a desire to know why he did not 
see their names mentioned in the 
'Porch and other Freethought 
journals as in times of old; and 
thinking it might he of interest to 
many of our readers we venture a 
few words of explanation. The 
last time we saw one of the mem­
bers our friend mentioned, he was 
drunk, and drunk where drunken­
ness was very much out of place. 
This member and a few others arc 
much offended at our Ethical Basis 
and stand aloof from such “ P uri­
tan ical” people who are try ing to 
make the Oregon State Secular 
Union what it ought to be. Then 
another is something of a S p iritual­
ist and cannot work with an organ*

man will he a C hristian because he 
truly believes th a t way and there 
you will not find “ spurious Chris­
tians.” W ith the Sentinel’s line of 
argum ent, one can prove the gen- 

ization th a t is really Secular.’  A uineness of any religion If he will 
few others arc fieelovers or liber- take for e“ m Ple a « ” »’‘ '7  or lo
tines and are now busy working 
against our “ too orthodox” society. 
Those mentioned above and those
weak enough to he influenced by sponsible lot all th e c iim «  th.it has 
them, are doing noihlng for the been com m itted by Christians, but 
cause and probably never will; hut
our taking a firm stand against

it is responsible for the lack of , |uct which betters existence, which 
«1 ...... ,.s ....... moral education. Education has adds to its suui total of happiness,

all superstitions and impurities been based upon fear and for th a t or (h.crea*ies its sum total of pain, 
is resulting just as we expected.' rcason there *8 more crim e in the Action which makes life as a whole, 
While a few are joining with the world than  th ‘‘re woul(1 be H ^ ° P ,e more fully worth living is, as such, 
Christians in trying to stop our had been taught to do rigbt for right action; action which dimin- 
work, hundreds of real Secularists righ t’s sake, and not through fear ¡is value, is as such, wrong,
are flocking to our ranks ami it is of punishm ent or hope of reward. ..................  . . .

We have not the least feeling of Helps tow ard the  trac t “ Can Sins be tion of things, and not consequenc- 
h a tred  toward those who are mak- Wash'ingtonf L Tu e ,  e8 a r tifieially imposed by any ex-
• 1 1 _• < . 1. e linii-nr Wn i it tlllM

Th»* Inquisition, religious perse- 
„ „ curious and revenge are in keeping

itv has been a great success, ami it with  Leviticus xxxvi: 27-29. When 
is safe to say th a t a m ajority of the t pe m other restrains the child, or

a money making scheme, Christian-

members of the Chri.-tian churches 
are in the church for th a t purpose. 
Take away from C hristianity  or 
any other religion its popularity 
and it becomes a poor investm ent. 
Hypocrites will not flock to it then, 
and the ones who remain will do so 
for principle's sake only.

Certainly you do not find ‘‘coun­
terfeit Freethinkers.” The cans'* 
of Freethought is not popular, and 
for that reason it is not filled with 
hypocrites. When a man tells you 
he is a F reethinker, and is not 
afraid to announce it openly, you 
may he pretty sure tha t he is not 
afraid of the devil, nor s< eking pop­
u larity—he is a Freethinker.

In a country where M ohammed­
anism is the prevailing religion, 
you will find counterfeit Moham-
medans while in such a country a ,n an ity, when we have Men-worship

X lt- a- .. L , • -.1

calitv where that religion is pop­
ular.
• Of course C hristianity  is not re-

now and here.
The editor of Popular Science

even spats its hands, does she do it 
in th is spirit of revenge? The re­
sults of Scientific teaching will lead 
our courts to feel th a t they have no 
right to revenge, or inflet physical 
torture. We should feel toward 
the crim inals as we do toward those 
afflicted by smallpox, leprosy and 
other diseases; we do not let them 
go free to spread these loathsome 
diseases. Science has proved th a t 
very few crim inals are so from 
choice and in spit'* of all favorable 
surrounding». C rim inality  is the 
result of many lives h ading from 
the past. The crim inal is the vic­
tim of many causes. H um an love 
and law should come to his rescue, 
treat him as diseased, and not with 
revenge and to torture him. When 
hum an allegiance is turned to h u ­

instead of God-worship, we will 
have fewer crim inals. To get rid 
of the Bible as the word of God is a 
necessity for justice to m ankind.

As regards “ Forgiveness of Sins” 
1 semi the following as the best I 
k now  of on the subject: Passages
copied from “ The Moral S tandard” 
by W illiam H. Hudson, professor 
in the Stanford University:

“ M «ral conduct, I therefore con­
ceive to he, in a s'ngle phrase, con-

The results upon which m orality 
then bases its incentives and re­
stra in ts  are therefore the actual re­
sults involved in the very constitu-

T .. . . • * 11 ternal power. Me reach in thisIn tilting science against all re- . . .  . r u
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Mrs. Bliven takes the stand that pools of gro-s sensuality. is the sole and supreme object of ( character. Here, and here alone,


