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EVeryori who
believe in spooks nor
superstitions of any kind and who
believes in morality will do every
thinginhis power to firmly establish
the O. 8. 8. U. on the ethical basis.
Until we do this there can be but
very little constructive work done
'”v Tih-fl

1sts are Methodists and can build

by us as an organization.
Universities and so it is  with
Catholies and other societies but at
present the contending, opposite
factions in the O, 8, 8. U. make it
impossible to do the constructive
work that can be done as soon as
our organization is really secular
and the factions that do not helong
to the Secular ranks have content-
ed themselves with their own
societies, or until we firmly settle
upon our ethieal basis. This is our
great future work and must be our
thought by day and our dreams
at night.

In a communieation from our co-
worker Mr. W. J. Dean of Talent
the anuwiItg 18 quoted:  “You see
vears ago we materialists went in
with the .-R[Iil'iill:llhlw and built a
hall. It was soon discovered that
the two isms didn™® mix well and
the result was that our hall was
“to let” for several years. A few
months ago we bought out the
-'[unlk element and are now bend-
ing all our efforts to get out of debt
and improve the hall. We have
now a fine

prosperous Sunday

T"(_'}“N'I‘“

In the city of Portland the same
thing i. e., the mixing has been
tried and the result has been very
unsatisfactory. The result mn
Forest Grove is well known and
the American Secular Union is

another excellent example of the
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I.'i‘} \\»i";{ W were “'"'I'."\\I:J 1
pessimistic but this week we feel
i

\'I'I'-\' Ill)[?l‘lli"l“' and Lhier are li__'ill‘ll]

reasons ior 1t. [Last week our
enemies were doing all in  their

power to stop our work and they
have succeeded in delaying and
hindering us to quite an exient
but, whatever be our other faults, wi
are not at all “weak in the knees”
and we will use the enemies’ work
as stepping stones and ecross the
I'&}_’ill_‘_{ torrent ol Opposition. We
are very sorry for the delay in the
building, but it will be onlv for a
short time and when we do go ol
we will be in better shape than ever.
Friends of purity and common
sense, we must not let lll:r-l‘illl(';-lliun-
al work be crowded out by our
enemies, for it stands for the com-
plete overthirow of superstition and
1ts kindred evils. Come to our aid
mn Hlin‘ _Lfl:illll \\n:'l\' ;Il.ll the q‘hiitil‘t'll
of coming generations will “rige up
and call us blessed.”

We must remember that this is
not a loeal affair, neither is it for a
few years only; but the University
18 to be a I-HI'I' erected oy the united
efforts of the i‘I"'l'Hll]il\'l'I"‘ of the
\\'nll']t]. and 18 to be a base of sup-
plies for freemens’ sons and
daughters as long as this war
against ignorance, superstition and

l'I'f}lrr' ir-' \\‘;I;_;l-ti,

The Work Goes On.
At the meeting last Tuesday
evening the Executive Board, in
order to save our work from further
interruption and final capture by
the enemy [n.u.-uwl the following
resolution:

Resolved, that we, the Executive

-
":. the ene Il.if'~ of el i-—'].‘ I‘.-,'

us work with a wiil and our

(rgs

building ready as soon as possible.

Our Best Thoughts

In order to give to the world our

best thonghts we must be free.

If a teacher has enemies and is
afraid of being injured by their in-
TI'IL"IL-"'. this fear will detract from
her work, and the world will be
robbed of the .uru-ll that might come
irom her being free to think and act
her very best,

Now, just as soon as it is known
that a teacher is not orthodox that
instant she has enemies who will
not rest until her position is filled
with some good sister who is more
credulous; o we see that there is a
premium placed upon superstition,
indifference and h_\'}lur':‘ir&_\'. W hat
18 the effect?

The schools are filled with Chris-
Han fanaties, indifferent people who
grow mndifferent toother thinegs and
only work for pay, and the hypo-
crites, who perhaps do more harm
than either of the other classes,
O, how the poor children suffer on
account of the mental slavery of our
teachers! :

We hn[n'Tll:lf our I.H"‘l‘.'I Uni-
versity will be a great factor in free-
iH;_f T}Ill' world from this horrible oc-
topus of superstition.

A Tliracle of Modern Days.

Rev. P. S, Henson a prominent
(Chicago !'I‘!‘:li'llr'l‘, spends consider-
able time in trying to prove that
f}lv‘ bible agrees with ‘l'i"lll'l‘. Here
1# a sample of his profound reason-
ing: “The -In-;lki'r used the are
light—a break in the natural order
of things—as a parallel for miracles.
He cited the case of a man who
reeled into his church one day in-
toxicated, but, hearing the musie,

was sobered fo the }'”ih‘ where the

of the bible, to which theologians
have appealed as evidence of the
divine character of their religion
were events, like the n Iraculous
birth and resurrection of Jesus,
which involved, if they oceurred,
supernatural interposition in the
natural order. The birth of a
child who had no father, and his
t‘“lll“l_‘_{ to life after his death could
not have occurred, theologians have
said  without ‘.--Iu'l'i.'i: exertion  of
divine power in ways different from
the operations of nature,

This argument has led many
who believed that the events record-
ed in the New Testament true, to
accept Christianity as a supernatur-
al religion.  But if theologians
now, when miracles have bheen
chased out of the known world,
claim that a miracle is an event as
natural as any other, only unusual,
such as a drunken man going to
church listening to the music and
to the preaching and becoming
converted, with what consistency
or force can Iht"\' continue to ap-
peal to alleged miracles as evidences
of the ."‘“i't'l'ti.l:ill-i; '-:i;:iu and
character of their system?

In the past the clergy has too
often used their influence to im-
prison, torture and destroy those
who have had the temerity to
Now they
show readiness and facility in revis-

criticize their teachings,

ing and interpreting their doctrines
80 as to harmonize them with the
facts of science and to escape the
force of the eritics’ objections.
Anything in this age of doubt and
disbelief, to get a new lease of
life  for their theology and a
prolongation of their influence as
teachers of the true faith and
guardians of the peoples’ morals.
Meanwhile T}H'rit'l':l.\' of creeds goes
on, and the sunlight of science and
freethought 1= dispelling the dark-
ness of superstition and enlighten-
ing the priests as well as the people.

B. F. U.




