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Crucible of all! "Tis true that
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to earth,
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less worth.,
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The Protestant Principle and

Spirit.

Protestantism as a revolt agalnst
}Ir'ie*alf'r;iT'T, 48 a protest against
authority, as an assertion of the

ght of private judgment, in short
15 a rational movement. must be
regarded aes the most Important
factor in modern progress, [ts ef-
fects have been wide *-y!'l‘;ni and far-
reaching, aund these must extend
and lllil:TlIlj.\' I}N'HTI;_'j: the 1'l!]l|il|}_r
AgeR, -

Free thought and demoecratic
government are the logical con-
clusion and the legitimate outcome

[ Protestantism. In so far as they
eXisted before the Reformation and
pre-Christian periods they were
result of the Salrit great
principles which were announced
ind emphasized by Luther and his
~workers, Such private j'itlg—
nent and right of self government
B '$ has had been exercised in Pagan
reece and Rome, were forbidden
the Roman Catholic hierarchy,
nd thev could never have been re-
gained without a powerful and sue-
essful protest against this establish-
“authority.
| ne conqguests of Pr testantism
Furope, as Mac aulay states, did
extend beyond the territory
racing the countries which were
3 s

converted during tl period of the
Refor: 11 ! d portions of this
T'”"T"r,\. notably the French
districts ceded to the Protestants,
were "'1**"‘-‘:'.1"15'.\' :---.'_‘ and t he

{"'}-Il::tTf'rH :ii]li'l{ Lo T}w .Ili};l"'r'lﬁ‘-
of the church of Romq T'he people
of Latin Europe and the Levant.

were too 1gnorant and too dee ply

imbued with superstition  which

had formed their mental habitg, to
be susceptible to so great and radieal
a change as the Reformation im-
plied. Their superstition although

bearing the Christian name dated
back }n-.\'nrni the Catholic chureh,
beyond the time of the Nazarene,
[t was ]:!.I‘;_fv!_\ the corrupt paganism
of gneient Rome, modified and in-

scorporated into the creed and

ceremonial of the ececlesiastical

system which millions were them
and even now are stupid enongh to
believe was founded bv the Judean

reformer.

had

thousands of

iii‘!"'ll -..'l_-'lr“‘g!n-

People who
idolators for VEATS
could not resp md to the great 1N~
moraj

and movement.

The people of Northern and Western

tellectual

Europe, North Germany, England,

\\':lli'-l_, l":{'{lrf.'ihli, North Irelar.’
Holland and Scandinavian coun-

tries and the best [n.‘ll‘l of the peo

I:Ir- of Switzerland and FI'.‘IIH’('.

hecame i}l‘lle-'-'l:llll-', or as the

Freneh  Protestants calle d them-

selves, Huguenots. Into the major-
ity of the people of these countries
‘.,l.'?‘ =‘1'fi

i corrupt pagan civilization
of Rome had not entered, and their
minds were less warped and their
disposition less gervile than those
Latin Levantine

of the and

populations. They were more in-
I'-Hig"nt and self I‘!-li.'lri!, Inore ac-
customed to think, to use their
reasroning faculties and they had a
more sturdy morality.

The countries that remained
Catholic were in comparison mental-
(i‘l\'.l]'f\“I]. and

lyv and wmorally

whatever progress they have made

has been

ln proportion to the dif-

o them

fusion of liberal ideas among
and the decay of faith, as in [taly,
Some of the Catholic eountries are
in such a state of mental and moral
debasement, and everything, in the
absence of intellectual activity, has
become 80 llx--fl, h:iriit-m-fi and un-
modifiable that |,n[].i|1;_rhn? revolu-
tion perhaps can break up the estab-
].-'lr-fl'-l'ilcr andd make advancement

possible. A few vears ago a writer

in the Conte Jn;-'-l‘ur‘\' Leview =ald:
“The weightof an unsolved question
lies on these European States
which three centuries LZO i
themse ves up against =pi ‘d

ermanid til.tllui.

'hey had to break
off 1n their turn with the t}wuc:-m-_\-
!w'ii*"l';_';l;_'l' themselves from the

tramme|s of a lin-:uf tradition. I'he

livt
L
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nineteenth century will com

'

the work of the sixteen.

nations which are found unable to
accomplish that revolution will fall
in the rear of civilization.

The absurdities of Protestantism
as a secl or a nuraber of sects are
obvious enough, but the absurdities
a0 not lesson the value of the

III“ETH'."II."

in the attitude of these s« Ct=

asserted ]l_\', and 1|1,[-li--l|
}'!'HI .

estantisin as an :ulh-m}-t O he

rational while teaching absurd

superstitions, to repudiate the in-

fallibility of the pope while holding
to the i[ifil“i'!ili?_'\ of a lnmk, to dis-

own the authority of the church

while demanding submission to

the :lniin'rit_\' of writter, creeds, to

reject miracles of the early church

while insisting the impor-

| |

Ies older

Ei[uiii
tance of believing in mirae
and

"]’.Fift‘ as E!“l;fn!l;[ir];v jx..' of

cCourse, an illl'l)]l.‘*i:‘x[l‘[ll‘-\' and an
anachronism as

that

hittle “'III"}j‘\' of
support as crystallization of

dogmas and ceremonies agal nst
which Protestantism il!'i;_{ill;i]l‘\' re-
And all the

sects that teach the right of lll'i\.’}l'l'

volted, Protestant
judgment and, the right of ‘protest
against religions authority, and at
make salvation

the same time

li"]nl'lll! H;nall :il"f't"[l??lllt'l- uf \‘\'}]:1!

Hn-‘\' u!’r'f-r‘ and damnation the
inevitable conse juence of disbelief
or doubt, contain within themse]ves
‘iif‘ .l-]ll'

AN

nents of decay, and are bul
S0 many tranisitional forms in the
continuous development from Rome
to reason,

What liberal minds of every class
nave to do is to stand ]J_\' the Pro
testant };I‘ilu'ii.-]v, the ri;_rh! of
private judgment in regard to relig-
ious belief with all that is thereby
j!u[rilw]_ The assertion of this right
later, degtroy the

\\]”_ soOoner or

authority of all h.’!'l‘:l!‘l'flll-.-_ and

make men as fearless to question
doctrine and speculations of a theo-
logical character, as fiu'_\ are to
‘J|l""41j"lllllrlr-'jll:l.'!_\'liT}b""]!F'l\iIJf"‘

”f.'ll"llullr. B. I l.\lll RWOOD,

For the Torch of Reason.

The Inconsistency of Agnosticism.

“If they (the Oregon Secular
"}Jllrl“}lf"-i declare that this life eles
all, they will be a failure. I am

In_\"f‘“ .'1;_:ru--?jn in this rl';_f:il‘rl‘ be-
lieving that it can be neither proved
fll'lli-’n’.."i-\‘a-t’ that this life ends all”
James R. Allen in TorcH oF REAsON

If we

"hjf'l{r:: Can we not prove or 18 it

adevonr an ovster or a

NO. 32.

not an :Hr—‘rluir‘ .‘r-if—v\'icl«-nl [act

that, after we have eaten and

digested such oyster or chicken,
that then this individual oyster or
chicken exists no more? 8o if man
I8 cremated or inhumated it is
a reif-evident fact that he, as

Iii'ull'}tih'“‘-"-ill.'l]. vxi.-ta no more,
Disassociated from all mysticism

and from the superstitions of the

transmitted and

dark ages

to us
[u'l'}n-l’u.l!l':f !!_\ d I'.!ir:f:'izrl::
neirarchy, the origin, life and end
of man is as void of mystery as the

}lll.il

oyster or chicken,

end of a worm.

We have but to

beginning

reject  the vagaries of mystery-
mongers, open our eyes, observe for
ourselves the simplest every-day
facts, believe our senses, and we are
in possession of all the facts in the
case and the entire truth.
The that life

llt-:llh cannot he }}I’H\'I‘II il!i[l]i’.'.-‘ or

admission after

should imply, the antithetical

proposition that individual life does
end at death: in other words proof
that

being forthcoming the assertion, not

man does survive death not

hwiug .‘“ll"léiilu‘i} il\' v\'i*’l'ln‘r*, falls

to the ground. Thisaffirmation is <o

| bold, 8o visionary and soabsolutely

contrary to all self-evident facts
and our daily experience, that un-
less the hypothesix can be immaintain-
r-t'it'l.i'i', reason it

ed by logie and

must be
Until
which after thousands of years of

peremptorily  rejected,

evidence is fhl'[lu*u!ning,

:l.-.-t'r\':lfiurlr-', has as vet not bheen

produced, there is no logieal or
rational excuse for an agnostic at-
titude upon this subject, because all
ourknowledge plainiy demonstrates
man dies he is

the fact that when

dead.

I'he problem—if so it
called
school-boy question: What is man?

must be
resolves itself in the simple
[f man is an animal a living
physical organic structure and not
breath of

alr or less than a -n;lln-i:llirhlv, then

simply a bag of wind, a

it is self-evident and an absolute

fact that when such animal or liv-
ing organism dies and is again
decomposed into its segregate che-
mical constituents, that then this
animal or man, as such being and

I'fll'lll. has \:miu}:-'rl or t*r;[:_u-d to

exist. If such an animal must first
be created, evolved, produced or
born before a man has being or ex-
without

nwnm', then, of course,

such animal structure there can be
If man is an animal—as
t hen

Man ana man is

no man,
science plainly c¢lassifies him

the animal is the

the animal, Without the former
flie i;:!rt-r cannol exist, [[' then,
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