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For the lorch of Reason.

\postrophe to Torch of Reason.
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He now will dare to speak his mind.
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Struggle for Existence.

By Darwin’s admirable investi-

gations we have been taught to

recognize as the }-l%]]ri] al cause of

the transmutation and evolution of

the organic world in its natural
state that struggle for existence,

now }Ii't‘(lli]i‘ <0 l‘r-iq'ili al-
the
natural

which has

ed, 1In combination with in-

fluences of variability,

selection, inheritance, ete, All

these 10fluences, (perhaps with the
exception of inheritance), must act
with the more Intensitv, the greater
the or-

nature over
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the momentum of migration, upon
which much stress has lately been
the influence of

terations in the external conditions

laid, and to al-

of life, which Darwin, as is well-

known, did notsufficiently estimate.
the individual being

For the less

was able to resist these influences

by intelligence or independeney, or
by the extreme simplicity of its
conditions of existence, the more
made
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strongly must they have

their dominion over 1t felt,

all these causes, in themselves pure-

ly mechanieal; has produced not

merely a transmutation but at the

same time a general advance in the
||I;_';{[|it' \\n:]InL Si) A= Iill.'l“\' to ]i‘;lli

to the birth of a being destined to

put its own spontaneity in the

place of the mechanical forces of

nature, this is due neither to any
preconceived plan, nor to any per
but it is merely the

definite

~sonal merit,

necessary consequence of
natural conditions ecoineiding pre-
cisely in a particular manner and
no Man

one to Til.{llk fllr

other, has therefore no

his existence, and

muslt -l-l'k the f:'ll']n:n' of hi- exIst-
ence lr|||}' 11 hiln-w.-f and 1n
own welfare and that of his ras

This welfare, however, 18 synonvyi
s \"i!:'] fli“ {__f]'i-;lfo--f l' n-.-]ir!-- efina

cipation from the influenece of,
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dominion over those natural forces

\\!.".l'h

originally called him and
the whole organic world into exist-
ence, If the strugegle for existence
be Iln' \']!.1; }'}1".’IH'I]!'II'II! which
most closely unites man with aui-

mality, then this must be strongest

and fiercest in the primitive or

natural state, and at first so occeup)
the whole of life that no opportunity
18 left for intellectual development,
such as we

now regard as the task

of mankind. On the other hand,

however, the unfavorable position

of man in the natural state and
hi!‘- II:IIIII'.‘!I l‘ii'I‘!'Ill'l‘i'!'.'-i‘-'lll'.‘**- face to
face with the animal world, must

|

have forced him all the more to the

g]‘l‘}tfl‘h[ ]ul-;hi*lh' (*‘w['{ilin nf }:iF
mental and bodily powers in the
lill‘

hemmed him in and overpowered

struggle with nature which

him, thus becoming a main incite-

ment to human advance in the

matters of weapons, dwellings,
The ditheulty

him
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of the struggle
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also 1mpelled

to mutual assistance and social

union, and this union again be-
come a maiuspring of progress. It
was onuly when the struggle with
the animal world had been brought
to a successful issue, that the con-
tests of man with man commenced,
leading to those perpetual sangui-
nary wars which constitute the |
history of all tribes and nations in

the backward state of eivilization.

But what more than any thing|
else assisted man in his struggle for

existence, was the circumstance

that the knowledge or experience
gained by the individual did not
die with him as is the case of

animals, but ir_\' the ageucy of ed-

ucation and tradition each success-
was enabled to

Ive  generation

t]f-\'v]nlp a greater power of resist-

ance than its predecessor in its
struggle for existence. This in-
fluence may have been very im-

perfect in its action in those earliest
periods of humanity when man ap-
closely to the

proached most

animals, and thus tne advance
during those periods may have been
excessively difficalt and slow; but
beconye
the
his
animal uri;_:;."l and |nrll|]l.'.'}lt 11t0 uge

aids of advancing

the conditions must have

more ;Ulil maore f&iw'irr;thl"

further man developed from
the innumer. ble
civilization

In the present state of our knowl-
ml-,_{t- there ean be no doubt that
corporeal peculiarities or advant-
ages of organized beings (whether
congenital or acquired during life)
are inherited by their progeny, to
which, when tln-_\ are useful in the

strugg

gle for existence, they commu-
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nicate an impulse towards a more
perfect du\'.-ln,.rm-nL Experience
leaves no doubt that this is the case

also with intellectual

peculiarities,
advantages, ete., in an equal, if not
The

reason for this may lie in the extra-

In a higher degree material

ordinary delicacy and flexibility of
the organ of intellectual :I('[i\‘it_\',
the brain, the gradual illl};[‘“\".“h.::'
the

of which, both in animal and

the human species, admits of

no
serious doubt. By means of this
organ and by the aid of its activity
man has easily compensated for all
the disadvantages of his bodily or-
ganization in comparison with ani-
mals, and has gradually elevated

[N\h’itin” of I}H‘ un-

himself to the

disputed lord of ecreation. Even
the powers of nature he has con-
quered and forced into his service
to such an extent, that in his case
the original relations of nature to
the organized being are exactly re-
versed. The rgll'u}_r!_r]v for existence
itself, which was at first, as in the
animals, almest entirely a struggle
for the external conditions of exist-
ence, has become changed in its
whole nature by the progress of the
human intellect-—from the domain
of mere material life, it has passed
to the region of the mind-—to the
political, social, and scientific do-
main, At all events this is the case
in the civilized nations, but it is
true that among savage tribes and
on the more unfavorably situated
parts of the earch’s surface the
struggle for mere existence still
rages here and there in its rudest
form.—-Buchner.

Which Is True?

Divinity has revealed itself in
the different parts of our globe in a
manner of stch little uniformity,
that in matters of religion men look
each other with hatred and

'Illmn
digdain.  The partisans of the
different sects see each other very

ridiculous and foolish. The most

respected mysteries in one religion
are laughable for another. God,
having revealed him=elf to men,
ought at least to speak in the same
language to all, and relieve their
weak minds of the embarrassment
of seeking what can be the religion
which truly emanated from him, or
what is the most agreeable form of
worship in his eyes

A universal God ought to have
revealed a universal religion. By
what fatality are so many differeut
religiong found on earth? Which
true one amongst the great
nuinber of those of which each one
pro'tvmlr-' to be the right one, to the
exclusion of all others? We have
every reason to believe that no one

of them enjoys this advantage.
The divisions and the disputes
about opinions are indubitable

sigr.s of the uncertainty and of the
-f;lﬂ‘ilril.\' of tlli' pl'ill(‘ilr]t',ﬂ Whil'h
T}l“_\' llrllf‘!‘-\i_ Meslier.



