T
-

b

L T R T S ——  —

TR rameN oo
P Y e b

e
i1

L

-0

Fa

S &
ey

L e ]

o
*.F}
at. i
S|
"I

THURSDAY, MAY 6, 1897,

THE TORCH OF REASON, SILVERTON, OREGON,
Be a Moral Example. N er ha
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the heading “Are You With Ug.”
is the question you ask the Free-
thinkers of Oregon., I answer yes,
with all the little mite of ability
and influence I may possess. |
have been a worker in the cause of
mental freedom from the .-f.'l\‘--f“\' of
~uperstition for the past twenty-s1x
years, and I have had the pleasure
u.nf Seelng somme ;r_rlnnri fruits from it
in different parts of the west where
[ have been,

[t was with pleasure that I read
of the work done in the late con-
vention at Silverton. [ regret very
much that we were unable to send
a representative from our little
band of Freethinkers in this far
away outpost of Freethought in
Oregon, but times are very hard
here and we coull not raise the
needed money for expenses,

As to the question of morals, |
confess that it is a delicate ques-
tion to handle 1if we attempt to
draw the line. Even among the
orthodox Christian churches, what
was one or two hundred years ago
taught as morality and a Christian
duty, such as slavery, burning of
witches, persecution of Quakers,
ete., is now repudiated, A correct
and true knowledge of morality is
of slow growth, and my observa-
tions have been that even among
Freethinkers-—with many—it takes
years to fully understand it in its
natural and logical sense. It is an
easy thing for humanity to go to
some extreme, and often change
from one extreme to another.

Do not misunderstand me. I am

not finding fault with the doings of

our last convention; I am only con- |
templating what chances there may |
‘done for them,

be at some future time to miscon-
strue its intent and meaning. We
can see that some religious and po-
litical parties are always trying to
misinterpret the Constitution of the
United States to make it mean
something different from what it
was originally intended.

My own view is that Freethink-
ers should strive to be a moral ex-
ample to the world in all their ac-
tions, as well as teaching morality,
and at the same time we should be
willing to stoop down and with a
friendly and outstretched band as-
«ist the fallen ones of both sexes,
and raise them up, and place them
on a higher level, both in thinking
and living. Do not expect that
such work can be accomplished in
a day or a year. It takes time to
grow from the bad to the good, Of
course this can only be accom-
plished where the persons them-
selves are willing to do something
for their own betterment and to ac-
cept help to do it.
such and only seek those that are

If we pass by

according to our owun views of a
high moral standard, we may find
that our own morality is defective;

rious gospel of [‘:r-lth-»rl-,.:ht and
Truth should, and must be such as
practice what they preach— and we
should never advocate ;1“.\1’.};_:
but what we practice,

\'\"‘ }1.‘[\'!' }ll'i‘“ a

destructive and not constructive in

~cnsed of being

our teaching; that we take away, but
do not __'1\‘ .t:'._‘T.I.'I!.',_f in return. We
know thisis not true, For,although
we may have to clear away the
rubbish before we build, we must
always remember to build more
than we tear down. Give more
than we take away. No one has
more, nor as lll'f'l‘in!l‘i ;_{ii-I-' to bestow
as we have. We have truth,
reason and all the known beautiful
Natural
Nil one

has ever offered their time, life and

parts of Science and

Philosophy on our side,

euergy for a better purpose than we
do. Therefore allow me to say to
all  Freethinkers,
Oregon, let us be united.

especially in
[f there
should at times be something that
we cannot fully endorse, do not for
that reason become * discouraged
and break ranks. Anvthing may
be changed when it is found best to
do so. It is not in the nature of
things that we should all see and
think alike in all things. There-
fore let us not demand more of
others than we are willing to give.
Never at any time let a small
difference of private opinion be- |
come a barrier to seperate us; nor
use it as an excuse for inactivity, |
Come to the front! If we all do
this we can accomplish anything
we undertake, and our children
will some day look back with pride
and gratitude for what their
parents and grandparents have

Many of the noble
ones in the past considered the
same noble cause and work that
we are engaged in today, worthy tnl
suffer and die for. They have|
paved the way for us and thereby i
given us greater liberties and|
security than they had. Then why {
should not we take up the battle|
where they left off? We have an
easy task compared with theirs,
and we should honor them by
carrying on the work which they
undertook, that for which they
suffered, and that for which, in
many instances, they gave up their |
lives. MICHAEL JOHNSON.

Vale, ()re,.\pui 16.

The will of the present is the key
to the future, and moral character
is eternal destiny.—Horatio Steb-
bins.

We give the Torch of Reazon and
the Freethought Magazine for one
year for the small sum of $1.50.
Now is the time to subscribe.
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Protect your ideas: they may bring yvon we .m-.
Write JOHN WE UIiEI{Bl RN & CO., Patent Attor-
neys, Washington, D. ¢, for their §I ‘80 prize offer
and new list of one thousaud Inventions wanted.

FOR SALE ——maas

At the
‘Torch of Reason’
Office —— —
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE DEVIL
By Henry Frank, the independent preacher of New York City. The
most learned, accurate, scientitic and philogsophical analysis of his sa-
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tanic majesty ever before published ; 66 pages. LAt diss D
PRAYER

Its uselessness and unscientific assumption. Some one hundred au-

thorities quoted to show that praver cannot, in the nature of things,

be answered,
IN PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY

An answer to the constantly repeated questions which Christians ask:

“Whe it are you going to give us in place of the religion of Christi-

anitv? D T I ¢ « 56 5000 048 o0soodvbsgoennensssssssrni 10¢
THE EARTH NOT CREATED

Exposes the fallacy of popular cosmic theories; 39 pages............ 15¢
JOHN TYNDALL MEMORTAL

With frontispiece of Professor Tyndall and articles by Holyoake,

Mills, Watts, Underwood, Wakeman, Huxley and others............ 15¢
CHARLES DARWIN

His life and what the world owes to hitn.  With portrait and illustra-

tions. By B. O. Fowler and T. B. Wakeman TP PP S e e

LIBERALIZED CHRISTIANITY

A collection of evidence, mostly admissions of the clergy, that there

is a great change taking place in church doctrines. By Henry M. Taber. 10c¢

GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION

Ingersoll’s best ur';:mm-nl in behalf of thie entire separation of church

B R T & i v sievnsorbansiasdieestsnoninsvnds 10¢
CHURCH AND ST \lI
llu Jible in the puhliv schools and the new American party. By
v et e R A R N A AL LS R, 15¢
C UH\I()] (){:\ AG \l\‘sl‘ 'l Hl 0LOGY
I i e = o s i et ab At e e Bl e i o 10¢
THE Rl LIGION OF lll MANITY
PR T R TTTY L P ODOU AR IRy grog |
RELIGION AND SCIENCE
‘““Reconciliation” refuted. By “Corvinus”....................c..... 25¢
DWIGHT L. MOODY
An interview. By Susan H. Wixon .. ... YRR DR Pl R P S I A
‘JI CULAR SUNDAY SCHOOL QUARTE RI \
A neat little book on science and morality with lessons for 13 weeks,
for primary, intermediate and adult classes, By J. E. and M. P. Hos-
R S R S I, G R S e AR RS 3y SRR Sy g 10¢

WORLD’S I’&R! [AMENT OF RELIGION

A laughable burlesque report of the noted parliament. D, K. Tenney.. 10¢

WHAT WOULD FOLLOW ON THE EFFACEMENT OF
CHRISTIANITY

This is a splendid missionary book and an eye-opener for orthodox

people. By George Jacob Holyoake ............. ... Staians s R0 b bia 10¢

THE MYTH OF THE GREAT DELUGE

A complete and overwhelming refutation of the Bible stories. By

T R ST S S PRI U T A R e O P 15¢
'BIBLICAL MYTHS
Shows plainly the unreasonableness and absurdity of most of the
Bible stories. By Professor Daniel T. Ames. ... ......... A
'LIFE AND CAREER OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH
By George I e o e o o Sl o Sl S B s & S 15¢
PROGRESS OF EVOLUTIONARY THOU (:Hl
Address before the Congress of Evolutionists held in Chicago, Sep-
tember, 1893. By B. F. Underwood . Py i i 6
JEHOVAH INTERVIEWED
Or Orthodoxy from Headquarters. Good for dyspeptics who desire to
laugh and grow healthy T P i SRR
WHAT CONSTITUTES A FREE IIll\f\l‘R
R RS T - shissssbnsinvesssooessy s PR SRR, S
STANDING UP FOR JES I S
Or what the editor of the Freethought Magazine thinks of Jesus . be
BRUNO MONUMENT IN ROME
For framing. A beautiful ornament for a Freethinker’'s home in
place of superstitious ornaments .. . ... ...........ciiitiniirrrnncrons 12¢

BIBLE AND CHURCH DEGRADE “l)\[ \\

A most conclusive refutation of the claim that woman owes her ad-

vancement to the Bible or the church.
WHY AN EXPURGATED BIBLE

The writer, a minister of the gospel, here endeavors to prove that the

Bible teaches what is false, what is immoral, and what 18 obscene.

By Rev. E. H. Keens, . , "
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Any of the Above Books Sent Post-paid on Receipt of Price.

By Henry M. Taber. . s B LT R i 10¢

By Elizabeth Cady Stanton.. 10c



