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inquiry and belief, which has
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1 ther to kn os nor priests. the
genuine (inll‘l]'jll" HIII}Hr HT:}“' !;-H!

1= reviving.” In a letter to Colonel
Pickering he writes of “the in
.-n1|1|'.'"':':*‘H-H|}i- j;|l‘:i:l; of the
Trinitarian .1|§I!|Iril-‘ir', that three
are one, and one is three.,” He be-
came ecven more vehement than this
after his eightieth year He -}:"i{"
il:i;|~;rir- MOUS :l}rallr‘llﬂ‘\' of
the five points of Calvin;” of *“‘the

hocus-pocus phantasm of a God

created by Calvin, which, “like
another Cerberus,” had “one body
and three heads:;” and declared
that, in his opinion, “it would be
more pardonable to believe in no
God at all than to blaspheme him
Il.\‘ the

atrocious attributes of

Calvin.,/ In a letter to Dr. Cooper
he says: “In our Richmond there
fanaticism,

1s much but l’"lli*‘ﬂl\'

among the womnen, Th*'_\‘ have

their night meetings and praying

parties where, attended by their
priests, and sometimes by a hen-
pecked husband, they pour fourth
';‘:!' I-T‘I'!I.-inll_- llf Iln-ir ]H\'l' 1.0 .f!'-ll*-,
In terms as amatory and carnal as
their modesty would permit them
to use to a mere earthly lover.”
“The final and f-t:ln[ill'll‘ l"‘lll*‘*l}',
he II||-=i_'._"}1|‘ for the ‘fever of
fanaticism,” was the diffusion of
:'.lllr\\]l'|l:_'l‘_“

In his “Notes on
Jefferson declares that “ignorance

Virginia,”

< preferable to error; and he is less
remote from the truth who believes
nothing, than he who believes what
‘\-\'I'lili!_'.“ In the same “‘\"Ifl‘-""
while ‘lll':lkill;_‘: of “the different
religions received in that State”
he wrote as follows:

“The legitimate powers ofgovern-
ment extend to such :|f'T~it~!||}' as
ire  injurious to others, But it
does me no ilt_illr_\' for my neighbor
) say there are twenty gods, or no
(rod. It neither [lir'k- my Iun'i{"'

or breaks my leg. If it be said,
his testimony in a court of justice

innot be relied on, reject it then.
ind be the stigma on him.
Counstraint may make him worse

by making him a hypocrite, but it

ones encouraged. Was the govern-
ment to preseribe to us our medi-
cine ;lrni lizi'?. our ]nnii‘-- \I\'rllllii he
I such !\'r*-!rin-_f as our sonls are
NOW, Thus in France the emetic
was once forbidden as a medicine,
and the [H’f-‘l{" as an articleof food.
Government 1s just as infallible,
too, when it fixes systems of phys-
1cs.  Galileo was sent to the In-
affirmini Ti!;” :‘l.‘.

*{'li‘-il!'uh for

earth was a “i'}”'ll": '!n-:‘w\l-r‘fl!m'm

had declared it to be as flat as
trencher, anl Galileo was obliged
to adjure his error. This error,
however, at length prevailed, the
earth became a ¢ e, and Deseartes
declared that it was whirled round
its axis by a vortex. The govern-
ment in which he lived was wise
enough to see that this was no
question of civil jurisdiction, or we
should all have been involved hy
In fact, the

exploded,

:i!l'}l“]'if_\' In vortices.

\'*'I'Iil'!“-’ }I;L\l' }Ii'l‘ll
and the Newtonian principle of
gravitation is now more firmly es-
tablished, on the basis of reason,
than it would be were the govern-
ment to step in, and to make it an
articie of necessary faith. Reason
and experiment have been in-
dulged, and error has fled before
them. It is error alone which needs
Truth

,‘";I]l}jm'f \‘III]“‘

the support of government.
can stand ll_\' itself.
ion to coercion, whom will you
Fallible

men, men governed by bad pas-

make your inquisitors?

siong, by private as well as publi
reasons, And why subject it to
coercion? To produce uniformity.
But is uniformity of opinion desir-
able? Introduce the bed of Pro-
crustes, then, and as there is dan-
gt-r'Th:n the i;ll‘;_{r- men may beat
the small, make us all of a size, by
in[:pint_r the former and -'fl‘i-'f'hin;'
the latter,

“Difference of opinion is advan-
tageous In religion. The several
sects perform the office of a censor
morum over each other, Is uni
Millions of 1n

" . . ) i
nocent men, women ana childre:

formity attainable?

since the introduection of Chrigstia

ity, have been burnt, tortured,
fined, imprisoned; yet we have
advanced one inch toward uniforr

ity. What has been the effect

an llirgllir-]!lrl'. ll;l-« l."!.‘iil““}ll"l soLe
religion. No two, says I, have es-
tablished the same.
of the infallibility of establishments?
Our sisler states of Pennsylvania
and New Yill'k. }m\\('\'t'r. have Inllf_f
subsisted without aiiy establishment

1]

at all. The experiment was new

Jllil l]nlll:!fll! when l}u'_\' Ill:l-ll' iI.
Il il 1= .ili-'\'\l'l'l‘.i |u>_\nr.|'1 CONnCi i|lir|||_
'a‘.'."‘.' fiw‘:.’:i*!;t'ti ;Iijlilllf"ll_\'.

1l supported; of various kinds,

“e‘i]"_{iull
1S Wt
indeed, but all gOoil enoughn, ail
suflicient to preserve peace and or-
der; or if a sect arises, whose tenets
would subvert morals, good sense
has  fair play, and reasons and
laughs it out of doors without suf-
fering the state to be troubled with
it. They do not hang more male-

factors than we do, They are not
more disturbed with religious dis-
sensions than we are. On the con-
trary, their harmony is unparal-
leled, and ¢an be aseribed to noth-
ing bnt their unbounded tolerance,
because there is no other circum-
stance in which they differ from
every aation on earth. They have
made the happy discovery, that the
way to silence religious disputes, is
to take no notice of them. Let us
too give this experiment fair ]r]:i_\',
and get rid while we may of those
tvrannical laws. It is true we are
as yet secured against them by the
spirit of the times. I doubt whether
the }u-n]:]v of this country would
suffer an execution foi ;u-r‘v:-}', or a
three years’ impriconment for not
comprehending the mysteries of
the Trinity. But is the spirit of
the people our infallible, a perma-
nent reliance? Is it government?
[s this the kind of protection we re-
celve in return for the rights we give
llp'.) it'.-'itln'.-, the H]:il‘ii of the times
may alter, will alter, Our rulersg
will become corrupt, our people
careless, A single zealot may com-
mence persecution, and better men
be his vietims., It ean never be too
often repeated, that the time for
fixing every essential right on a
legal basis, is while our rulers are
honest, and ourselves united. From
the conclusion of this war we shall
be going down hill. It will not then
be necessary to resort every move-

ment to the people for support,

[s this a !rl'mlf

fri nds, fe es, and neatral.”

These sentences, among others,
he addressed to his ||;-I||||-u_', Peter
Carr, in college, in 1787:

“Religion.

In the first p]:u't- di-

vest yourself of all bias in favor of

novelty and singularity of opinion.
[ndulge them on any other subject
rather than on that of religion. On
the other hand, shake off all the
fears and servile prejudices under
which weak minds are servilely
crouched. Fix Reason firmly in
her seat, and call to her tribunal
every fact, every npi!liun. Question
with boldness even the existence of
God; Iu-t‘:u]r-l', iIf there be one, he
must more approve the homage of
Reason than of blind-folded fear.
You will naturally examine, first,
the religion of your own country.
Read the Bible, then, as you would
Livy or Tacitus. For example, in
the book of Joshua we are told the
sun stood still for several hours.
Were we to read that fact in Livy
or Tacitus, we should class it with
their showers of blood, speaking of
But it is
said that the writer of that book

their statues, beasts, ete.
was inspired. Examine, therefore,
candidly, what evidence there is of
his having been inspired. The pre-
tension is entitled to your inrlllily,
On the
other hand, you are astronomer

because millions believe it.

enough to know how contrary it is
to the law of nature. You will next
It is the
history of a personage called Jesus.

read the New Testament.

Keep in your eye the opposite pre-
tensions: First, of those who say he
was begotten of God, born of a vir-
gin, suspended and reversed the
laws of nature at will, and ascended
bodily into heaven; and second,
of those who say he was a man of
illegitimate birth, of a benevolent
heart, enthugiastic mind, who set
out with pretensions to divinity,
ended in believing them, and was
punished capitally for sedition, by
being gibbeted, according to the
Roman law, which punished the
first commission of that offense by
whipping, and the second by exile,
or death in fureca. Do not be
frightened from this inquiry by any
If it ends
in a belief that there is no God, you

fear of its consequences,

P —

SR

e i s i, W S— Ve




