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him of 1nf L ‘T'he 1hiad
of Homer writ 00 vi B. (
wrote Jobnson, “numbers 24000
verses: but the Mahabhawata of
thie ]Ii[.'l-"H 100 000, .!‘._1i. the
Puranus, comprising only a portion
of their religious books extend to
2,000,000 of verses.” Ancient librar
1e], the oldest of which an y record
ex1sts, was a collection of Babvlon
1sh n-"}\.*. about 650 l:‘( " \ pul

“V “irf'rl!",' Was fm:ruil d at
B. C.. The

by Hipparchus 526
note

1 +
second library of great Was

founded at Alexandria by Ptolemy
Philadelphus 204 B,

burnt 4/ b. (

(. which was

400,000 volumes be-

From the remains

ing destroyed.

another hbrary was formed con-

gi1sting of volumes which

TN ),000)

was “‘destroyved bv a mob of fan-

atic christians A. 1. 391.” '

il !]"“"‘

ple
l'_\'i':n}wl“:g vol. 1 page 59,

Thus we see that the 1';1!']_\ chris-
tians Nnot =-r.I_\' ]-r‘l'w-t'flh 8 the
sciences by burning the professors,
but also destroyed all books con
taining any proofs derogatory to
their new r-ll[u-l'-lilinli, and there 18
no doubt in my mind that they
have destroyed a large number of
valuable works secretly, [t 1is
hardly possible to overrate the in-
fluence which the study of these
ancient volumes would have had
on the world’s succeeding races of
mankind, which have passed to the
great beyond, during the interven-
ing ages since these valuable works
These

works of science and history which

were |]t-‘|‘f‘“\‘t-|l. ;uu'ic-nt

were originally read and studied by

thousands, would now be food for
lll;]“'lllh, alllll \\l‘iliri ]l;n’w l'!t'|1bll'li
the j.__’”".t'il teachers, (had not the

dark night of christian fanaticismn,

ignorance and superstition fallen

like a pall over the intellects of
£ men) to have placed the sciences,
arts, l‘llllt':ltitlll :lllii I]u!]';t].‘-, ]u'r]];;]-_\
the
present knowledge of such things.

'”lt':-*t' ]ltmk.‘-‘ Whit'h

a thousand years forward of

have been de-
stroyed by cruel fanaticisms would
have transmitted to us the wisdom
and learning of the departed sages
of ancient times, Inthose precious
works we would possessthe constant

companionship of their authors,

we \\'IIHIII ]I.‘l\'t' 11 I}.-lw' vol-
umes the orators declaiming
to us. the historian reciting,

and the poets singing. With the
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omy has jed men tororm grander con-
ceptions  of the boundless exten
‘I- LI¢ tinl I'=¢ L thae ::1..1:1,.1"”{
forces pertaining to maltter, than
11l other classes of s :.':‘\ But the
cnurcn lost no time 1n persecuting
Liils sClence, 48 well as 118 [;ru]'t--—
SOIs, The crael and Imhuman
practice of burning at the stake
was the playful pastime of ignor-
ant priests for the crime of know-

ing anvthing about the starry

11!!!11!' of the universe,

To Pythagrous, Born 536 B. C. we

are indebted for the dis overy of
the theorem 1n the first book of
Euclid. He was the {founder of
mathematics, and also laid down
thetrue theory ol the plane \r'y sys-
tem, which was laid aside and ftor-

gotien l}ll'illl;_’.h all the JHIt'i'\'vlliIl;_{

ages of  christian i1gvorancee, until
revived by Copernicus,  Newton,
Gregory and Kiel honor Pythag-

rous by claiming that he had a

kliu\\']rsi,_:v nI‘ l}:v- l‘l-.ll ]nmitiran ot

the stars, and with having taught

tne true celestial system. [t is im-

possible to say how far in advance

\\l‘\\'ullhl :-I.I.Hni I"'li'l.\l i11 ['f~i:|1in[|

to astronomy had it not been sup
!l!‘l'?--!’li i!_\' the carly christian
church. The next character that
1lluminates the pages oi his-

160 B.
s He discovered the precession
['ll'
per-

revolution, in-

]lim.;ll‘i'lln.i--. born

tory is

of the equinoxes, calculated
eclipses, determined the main
iod of the planets
vented the H‘l‘l".'ll__f?'.li'}i!l'ill method
]

Ol I-I'il_:l'l'li"ll. I"lf'llil;_fllt'li the
lixed stars and laid the found-
ation for a true =cience Of AStron-
omy. He also determined the
first inequality of the
moon and the eqation of the centre.

To him must also b attributed the

establishment of the epicycles and

geometrical concep-

of resolving

eccentrics, a
tion for the purpose
!}i"iili{!;ll'f'HT motions of the hea-
\*'7:1_\' ]uul'.--. on the '
circular movements. Li
was made 1n

advance astronomy

during the period of

Christian

the dark aAres,

ignorance and supersti-

tion combating it and murdering
and burning its professors, unt
there appeared on the horizon of
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Previonsly Acknowledged €510 50
I M Baker, Junction City 2 00
}', Van ‘\.F.lr-:-.lli - 2 ol
I'.’.Illlh' \\-;Ir-'.:.‘:“ i 15
J hn I Jl-f-l."'r:. Vale 10 OO
( M March and wife, Cobury 2 (W)
[otal $537 60
Secular Societies.
Mrs. E. B. Moffitt Sec Metz. . lowa,
J. B. Vancourt, Newton 3
Daisy Fesler, ‘ Riverside ¢

CrescentOkla.
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3. C. [:r"'.;.‘ll'l‘.
Mrs, H.D. Burrows,
R. Sharpless, .. Spokand
Robert Carsner, Wagner Ore,
Edwin Johneson, e Yale ¢
Roxie Laughlin, ¢ North Yamhill ¢
Ada fir-\\n-l\'_ v Portland
Maggie Daniels, McMinnville
Miss LLora Ames, e Silverton
First Secular Chuarch of Portlnnd, Clara
Bailey, Sec,
First secunlar Church of
William Lambert, Sec.
First Secular Church of Silverton, meets
every other Sunday, 7:30 p. m. Mr. John
liih"‘
The Silverton Secular Sunday School
meets every Sunday in Liberai Hall, at
2 p. m. You are earnestly invited to at-
tend and help in our great work of ad-

McMinnville,

1 W

vancing the cause of science and moral-
ity. J. E. Hosver
LLora Ames. Supt.
ol b Y.

We ;ji\'t' the TorcH orF REAsON
and  The Freethought Magazine
for one year for the small sum  of
$1.75. Now is time to sub-
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geribe,

Who can think
an e — n ea of some slmple
thing tu patent?
Protect your {deas; th.{Y may bring you wealth.
Write JOHN WEDDERBURN & CO., Patent Attor-
neys, Washington, D. C,, for their $1,800 prise offer

and new list of one thousand inventions wanted.
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| nd Matter, Buchner, cloth .$1 00
Locke on Human Understanding ‘“. 1 40

An Ideal Republie, paper 50
Aristotle’s Iothics, Gillies, cloth 1 40

The Nature Cure, Dr. Conger.(new

Cioth 2 00
Same a8 jast in leatherette 1 00
Vo v's Ruins, « th, 75¢ paper. . 50)
Vital Foree, A. Cl.evannes, * 20
Aristotle’s Polities, L llig, cloth ()

Trials and I'riumphs of Labor, Ber-
nardi, paper 50
Hypnotism, How it is Done, its

Usges and jl.-‘ !';tw_’wr'."..]:m.--ﬁ “_

Cocke, M. D., cloth 1 HO
Dialogues of Plato, translated bv
Care ‘\'.1'5'-”i P ; ‘ =)
Del Mar’s History of Monetary
Systems, cloth g T 200
Renan’s Life of Jesus, paper 5()
Moleenlar Hyvpothesis of Nature,
l.ockwood 25
Handbook of Currency and wealth,
Waldron. _ _ 50
Rapheal’s Astrological Almanac and
k.phemeric 35
],-'HILH].'I;_'Q‘ of the Stars. 510
Whither are We Driiting as a Na-
tion, ‘.‘.'i!w_\'. paper 50

We keep up with the times in Liberal,
Progressive and Reform and ask
you for all your book orders; will furnish
vou any book vou want at the lowest
price. Address all orders, W. E. Jones.
291 Alder street, Portland, Oregon.
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| llt'l't'h‘\' [)I‘umir-'v to pay

1897 .

dollars to

the ( regon State Secular Union on demand. for the erec-
tion of a Liberal L'Ili\'l'l‘r-'it.\' at Silverton, Marion county,

Oregon, provided, that the sum of

five thousand dollars

18 subseribed ]r}' I'__'l}llil. I‘“.-i}nrll-'i]r]t' Ilill‘til'r- |H'f1l]"t* —‘:1id dp_

mand 18 made.

Name,
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1gn what you can an !

return to the

Torcu or
- - Silverton, Uregon.




