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warrior we would live over again fame the celebrated English phil 
the struggles of the battle. With osophers, monk, and scholar, 

/ F o r  t h e  Torch of Reason ) the traveler we would cross the Rog»r Bacon, born in Somerset-
Paine’s Age of Reason says that ocean and explore unknown lands, shire about 1214 A. D. Bacon, 

however backward they may be to unravel the mysteries of p lan t and wa- inventor of spectacles, and the 
acknowledge it, it is nevertheless a anim al life, and tread with happy first to described the true theory of 
fact tha t the age of ignorance com- mind and glowing heart the classic tele-copes and microscopes. He 
menced with the introduction of s,ji1’ W ith the philosopher, we foresaw the greatest of all inven- 
the Christian religion. The follow- would adjust anew the lam p and tions in practical a-tronom y, the 
ing extracts from standard  works the crucible, and watch with breath- measurement of angles by optical 
and cyclopedias confirm the tru th  less interest for the spark or the means. Bur for these discoveries 
of Thomas Paine’s assertion of tin

Age of Ignorance.

Old Rags

effervescence which is to con- like all his predecessors he too was
firm or overthrow the favorite the- im prisoned by the church. I will
ory. But alas, it was not to he! now give a general review’ of in-

The demon of superstition obliter- ventions and discoveries by the ac-
ated those valuable books forever, cients, with the names and dates

lutely i nex haust able, reminding hist academies w’ere f a r m e d  a t  of each. Algebra was discovered
him of infinity ¡’self.” “The Iliad Alexandria by Ptolemy Soter 314 by Diophantus, a Greek writer in
of Homer written 900 years B. C.,” Ibis may not he relished C on tinued  on 7 th , P age.

by Christian prtaciiers, hut it is true,
nevertheless. 1 he science ofastron- ress und.
omy has led men to form g ra n d e r  con- Previously A cknowledged..............$82 00
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2,000,000of versc*s.” Ancient librar- f°rces pertaining to m atter, t h a n  

ies, the oldest of which any record °Hiei classes of study, bu t the 
exists, was a collection of Babylon- (,hurch lost n o  time in persecuting

ancient literature of the Hindoo’s. 
Sir Wm. Jones, Christian historian 
and Orientalist, says, “ It was the 
most voluminous imaginable, abso-

wrote Johnson, “numbers 24000 
verses: but the M ahabhawata of 
the Hindoos 400,000, and the 
Puranus, comprising only a portion
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was “destroyed bv a. mob of fan
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ignorance and superstition fallen ution tor a true science of astron-
like a pall over the intellects of 
.•i men) to have placed the sciences, 
arts, education and morals, perhaps 
a thousand years forward of the 
present knowledge of such things. 
These books which have been de
stroyed by cruel fanaticisms would 
have transm itted to us the wisdom 
and learning of the departed sages 
of ancient times. In those precious 
works we w’ould possess the constant 
companionship o f  their authors, 
we would have in those vol
umes the orators declaiming 
to us, the historian reciting, 
and the poets singing. W ith the

omy. He also determined the 
first inequality of the 
moon and the eqation of the centre. 
To him must also he attribu ted  the 
establishm ent of the epicycles and 
eccentrics, a geometrical concep
tion for the purpose of resolving 
the apparent motions of the hea
venly bodies, on the principle of 
circular movements. Little if any 
advance was made in astronomy 
during the period of the dark ages. 
Christian ignorance and supersti
tion combating it and m urdering 
and burning its professors, until 
there appeared on the horizon of
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