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[ did not make these people non

i | ory. .1\[5!1 I 1 ;:;Iii }i-'l‘l'
(A I would not have made then
s he did

[ use the word god 1n a christian
RELISE, .ihiu‘(‘..l'i*'i-‘li }a.lﬁf.llll'il‘:lh't]
the word for us, an d clothed 1t with
L .!T'f'i}nllfli of Ill'i1.\, TIH‘ Same

as all other r ".]I_ji-lljﬁt“ have done,
of whatever name or variety,  Kach
has set up a  god, elothed it with
their own ideas of the supreme and
worshiped it accordingly. Eaci
hns ..;]“i.l-\- I.;u\..“ili.-d his own
aspirations of selfishness, greed,
bigotrv; his own ideas of justice,
morality, humanity, and longings
after the unattainable, and thus
made a god after his own 1mage
And the man male god isonly a
refleetion  of the character and
.H-fw-it"-!':. of the maker. But no
prr=on has ever clothed his ;_fuci
with higheror better attributes than
his own nature or degree of in
h‘”lj_’"lll‘*' ;|:1I1ii121'(1 Of, e cannol
do otherwise,

But each and all have, in their
mind, reversed the process of mak-
iu;,_[ andd say that their ;_’Hll has
made them, This is necessary be
il
the claim that they are made In

cause, in their egotism, they set u

the “image’ of their god, that they
are endowed with some small part
(some appear to think nearly ali)
of his attributes, and are the ob-
jects of his special attention and
care, and that thr-_\', or at least cer-
tain ones of th-’lu, have more or
less influence with him

[ use the personal pronoun his,
him, he, and ete., for convenience
sake, as people are used to these
tarms.  The christian calls his god
a male; and most people so under-
stand it, although the evidence as
to sex 1s very meager.

One wonld 1nfer therefore that
their god is anti, and their devil
female, but the ehristians don’t call
It nor picture it =o. But I will
leave the ‘iHl-‘i'rll to the theolo-
gians as I am to consider their god
I:,-'r-!l}',

[t is a necessity that godists at
tribute to their gods, great knowl-
edge and great power. And the
christians have made theirs illim-
table in this respect. Omnip
t-nt, omniscient and omnipresent,
Ha 'iH‘-_' all power, he ean do any-
Lulnge, Possessed of all l“'"""'""!.'-"
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not appear s
8 et it 1s rather the reve
But doe s ppear that his
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made wher they don’t do to s=uit
or kill each other.

And the christians claim that,
while he knows better than to do
these things that it pleases him to
do it.  Buat they excuse their god
for the evil of ecruelty and the suf-
fering there is here, by laying it on
to the anti power, the devil. Dut
their god made their devil, they
tell us, and has : wisdietion
But it pleases their god to allow
this devil to run at large and =poil
the works of God, for a season

Now 1t appears to me that if
this god 1s clothed with all power,
all knowledge, and all ;llallit}' to
mm[r-:], in Iliillli[i:t’. the whole uni-
verse and has made it all himself,
for hisown glory or amusement, he
should also be charged with all
responsibility, and not shirk it off
onto .‘“"Iii"‘!iifil.\' 1-1-1-_

But christians claim that they,
(certain ones) have .-'llnr-l}ling_' to
“ay in the matter, and they give
their god information; they advise
him, and a<k him to do things that
it appears he is not otherwise
I]l{"l_\' to do ;\]Ihlrng]l it does not
appear to the average sinner to
have any effect at all; the christian
claims that 1t l’-'l-*, and .}{""{-r- 11
t!:ii}:l;_' 1t,

This is what they call prayer
and every timme a christian prays,
he assumes to know more than his
;_“Nl doe<, He reminds his }_n..i of
his own unworthiness and sinful-
NEsE, a8 l]mll;_’h God didn™ know
it. [li_‘ T"I]lillii-‘ (;lui Hf Ilir-_. Own
greatness and glory and secks in
VArious ways to flatter and cajole
this god into  noticing him, (and
!':i-' f‘!"?‘.‘.'1!___ as if {}u:ll \\'lll]}ll Ijl‘g}'r'f
him if he didn’t thus jog his men-

nis attention by

ory and attraet
flattery and fawning before him.

I have as much right to assume
that I am wiser than God as the
christian h.‘i—', and I don’t see that
it is any more «illy or egotistic-
al for me to act upon that assump-
tion than it is for the christian to
do it. Therefore T am moved to
«ay that if I had been God I would
have done many things different
irom what he did.

I think I would have modified
the climate of both the torrid and
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HICKS & AMES.
: DEALERS IN :
HARDWARE, TINWARE,

Stoves, Agricultural Implements, Guns, Fishing
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Silverton, . ~: .« » «. Oregon

STOREK

OR
THE PEOPLE.

Where All can buy to Advantage.

?";l:lm' I“;lul‘t'—l{t'!']wl‘r& ]ll‘iili' lhv!n:—ii'l\’t*r—; Ol

the fact that l[l#'.\' cater to a ,-élwt'i;tl class

of tl‘;lrln'. \\'r' l]n!l'l. I‘:\'l'l'.\'flllt' can |>ll\'
here and be suited. One price to all, and

that the very lowest.

A. WOLF & SON,

Cor. Main & Water Sts. = =« =« =« « =« = Ejlverton, Oregon.

J. E. Hammond,
e DRUGGIST,

DEALER IN
(‘hemicals, Drugs, _
Medicine, Toilet Articles,
Perfumery and Soaps, Stationery,
Patent Medicines, Paints and Oils,
CCombs and Brushes.

-..-.--;Silverton, Oregon.

TORCH OF REASON,
Only $1 per year. Subscribe Now!
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