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[f man | ne a living soul
r the breath went into his nos-
Il niust }|'1'."' Fyes 11 d rin .!el
“ ;.,t:.:].-—? y the i'T"'LlT}I:!.L"

['he religions of nearly all eivil-

"'_uf..g"11[1"\3‘:‘,#-'1 El"llil!l' I|1.1_\' be

<11(1 more or : << 10 ['l'.‘lll'__‘:[;i”{" }]'|.
mmortality of the soul. It 1s un-
doubtedly u.\'in: to christianity

that the doctrine of nmmortality
has become so commonly accepted.
Every form  of religion has its
heaven., and pletures it with the
beauties and riches which ‘Hu'_\ -
joy in this world. Take the chris-
tiang for instance—they are a very
dissatisfied class, although they say
they are the only ones who experi-
ence true hajppiness. Yet I have
1t}

rneart 1IN CAll ‘!i'”:‘*-‘\|.“ VOIS

and sing—**0) land of rest tor thee
[ sieh.” The chrig'ian advocates
the doctrine that the climax of joy
is to be an angel, havefeathers, and
sit on a great white(washed) throne.
'l‘i:"_\' Ilit‘Illl‘l‘ their heaven with the
I'li'hr'~ ;Ulfl z_mml ?I:ill'_’- of this
world. We are told that heaven
has gates of pearl, wal & of jasper,
streets of gold, with crowns ofpre-
clons gems, great white ]'t-lu-.-‘, and
harps with a thousand strings each
eLcC.

One of the most piercing shricks
of christianity against unbelief is
that when the unbeliever lies upon
his death-bed, he is always afraid
of death and calls upn the chris-
tian’'s Savior to come to hig rescue,
In the face of facts which are in-
numerable this cry has been kept
up for scores and scores of years,
It has been told of nearly all prom-
inent unbelievers and believed by
Ill';tl']}' '.t“ church I-v-rr;ulv.

(lni‘\' within the past lew YeArs
has it been admitted by any pietist
that any unbelieversdie as serenely
as the believer and that christian-
ity is of no effect in smoothing the
dying pillow. Physicians are be-
ginning to let the truth be known,
and the religious papers and their
followers do not like their testi-
many. The latest professional
man to bear testimony in this
matter is Dr, ?“;}ir,ili_\'. editor of the
Medical Record, and the physician
who attended Gen. Grant in his
i1lness,

Dr. Shrady says,“My own experi-
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Nas spruang p e dead wolid
IR 1 1
It wuay b a consoling though 0
=Olile 10 Lhink tiiey Wil ciasp
[labtids Wil I 1 Vel ol S bweyolid
the 11y But uutor.una.e.y ithere
are sad defects 1o Luis cneerial

VIEW; Uo =cientist 1n s [abrator)
Or chiemist with his Crud ji'l" nas
ever  caved ol SO scparace and
apait irom the body. Uutsiue ol
vile uraln wnere 1s v mentadly, no
voiltion, no luve, L here arewany
strauge  1uelloal pronenomniead CA-
hibited under the NNallles ol Ies-
mersism, spirboualism and kKindred
themes, butL as for a .~.111~Iu'i~1'_\‘
lilmu'u-tl;_;r of a fuluare Il1le, Luere 1S
IO, v

I nave been told that 1t is a ¢on-
s0ling th uzint to one o =tand il_\'
the open grave, while the clous are
falling over tue cotlin contalning a
deceased triead or relative, to have
Lthe b.essed A3sSUrance Uil l.l’.\'
will meet a‘n'.\'u..cl LAe . river, il
mighe be to some, bat wio nas that
biessed assurance s 0 1 Nedi'd a pei=
sun nodlong ago quoting St. FPaur to
establish tne doctrine oi Lethaldorial-
ity. If lmoriality is a sceatific
fact, why can’t it be logicaliy dem-
meLh 'fi‘.’
With all the aids of so-called Rev-

ousirated by ~clentitic
elation, and all the vazaries of their
t‘X}nlllllllt'I‘-, the mys.ery of lite and
death have never been suLved.,

[ immortal life worth living?
After due l'm.-itlr-r.'llilm, I have
come tr the conclusion thit all
those clamoring for eternal life do
not realize all the deead possibili-
ties it imp ies, and that if a fact, it
might indeed even in the abs=ence
of a literal hell, become an appall
ing tragedy, and an actual condi-
tion of “eternal torment.” Immor-
tality—note  well implies not
voluntary eternal existence which
can |r"#l|fll-fl. al niﬁf'r!a, in a few
thousand years, by sickness, age,
poson, shot, shell, or dynamite;
but on the contrary it implies, ab-
solute compulsory eternal existence,
I'r-,'_{.'il'f”"-.“ of our desires, It im-
}-!i--rﬂ that the sentence is decreed
over us, “Thou art doomed to |
live, live, eternally.”

Though existence after thousands
of millions of years may become
monotonous and a burden, not even
the bles-ed consolation of eventual
relief by death will be ours Ve
1

must still live, live, live for count-
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charms, hopes and possib S, 4
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tality 1m g lies th wien tnis 1ney
itable and terrible s ate o IO
Ly OV 1tkes us when we nay
1HOtnl r 11101 Lo 11 i i [10) ] '
when nothing but uneasiness.
At li'il'i\':lTi'l 8 Blare uUs I1n ths

face, tha Lhen Ill:-‘-tif“‘ COon=0iation
n store for us,;d ereed by cru:l fat
18, *‘live, live, live! Thou art
lcomed to hve forever and no njp -
peal.”  And though yearuing ftor
relief and death this ] I'¢ clous boon
‘;"I'lll;.|_\’tit'r1i-l! 1.
.“'*fl.;\'u-~"l;|1u' rarg on death,
“Her« Inrks no treas e
Here vo envy dwe
Here grow no grudges;
Here are no storms:
No no se but silence

And eternal _-llt'i»_!‘

When rest can brcome a condi-
tion of grief, peace a condition of
horror, avd  sleep an a ]nHill;,r
ragedy, then, but not till then,
mayv mor a.s fear that which is in
fact the greatest hoon veuchsafed
to man—uyeatt, '['}‘:t;;'.‘e'_‘:. }lnl'l‘nl‘,
pain, ¢ only overtake the living
never the dead, Death 18 bil|||r]}‘

nouexis.ence, negation, naught,

and cannot [m—‘-lin'} be a condition
m"_;_'llt'l' or _}!:}‘, BITOW Or },:]:Uhn'r-.-,
trtag dy or comedy, If nonexist-
ence after death is an appalling
tragedy, nonexistence before death
must be the same. In my opinion
the eternity succeeding mans life
18 }nr'l-n'n--ly the same as the eter-
nity prececding hisb.rth. Ascondi-
tious of horror cannot exist for
those wh do not exist, the folly of
nostulating tragedy for the dead
must he apparent,

“The present condition of the
unborn and the dead are identical.
We may as well lament over an
apal ing tragedy before existence
48 1o lament over nonexistence
(Wettstien) If a

man has a soul, and it is of vital

after death.”

importance to llilu, it ought to be =0
logically demonstrated that *“a man
Hllil.lgil he be d fool -IH:III“ not err
there in.”

l.et ,ome soul-wi-e individual
answer the following questions:

Where dovs the soul come from?
[s the soul .1||vmi'-'.'-u';l Iun-n--nl:T}".‘
What ig the chemical analysis of
When does the s ul
enter the body beloreor after birth?
Where is the soul located? If the
soul is located in all parts of the
body, what becomes of that

the soul?

part of
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an adualt?  Is toe soul of a Can-
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o § 1 Iving person was

jar sea'ed  hermet cal v, at death
how would th: s ml maoke 1ts exit?
\fier leaving th: Iu|-|‘\'. what di-
rection does the »oul pursue to
reach 1t final des inati n? If an
old man died at noon, and an old
wainan at TIIII‘IIH;_[El. would the souls
&0 n Opposite lli.":":inll-‘,’ If s
how long will it take ftor the old
woman to catch up with the old
man?  Where and what distance
irotian the earth is the soul land
located? 1s the soul sensible or
In=engible to }r.lir.',’ O what a}]d},,.
18 the =oul? Does the sou!l retain
118 sex?

We have fire infallible witnesses
to prove the existence o«f matter,
namel ]l-.‘l!‘i!!g_ r-'t‘iil;_{, l;t.-—'!in;_r,
sme'ling and  feeling. By these
five witnesses can we prove the ex-
istence and the component parts of
Bur | y the aid of these

Hve witnesses of # soul?

mattwer

E. L. Davipsox,

O-wego, Or.. Jan. 20, E. M. 297.

(;i-nr;_w Y. ¥o ne, as 1 P :‘ll-tl il|
the Truth Seeker, just before leav-
ave I}l' fr“ln't\'ill;_'

ing for home, g

admirable advice 10 American
Freethivker-:

“Keep your Free Thought organ-
1za'ion, free  from all o' her Gues-
tions. To add. in this respect,  ix
take away. The more planks
you have in your platform, the
fewer people can stand on it, for
what a man "lljl't'T.'“ to 18 a8 1m-
portart (to him) as what he agrees
with. Politicians know this well.
.l‘}ll'}' go infor a riminll* ig~ue, luat
us imitate themy where t'n-_\' Alre
wise¢. This does not interfere with
individual Ireedom. Those who
have -[n('i.‘t: views of their own, in
}af»l.'ti"-;ur #ilt'ifllu;_f_\', should advo-
cate them on their own responsibil-
nrg:illizufinll.-'

ity, or through

formed to promote such objects.
One thing at a time is the policy of
wisdom and success.”

If that advice had been prac-

ticed i._\' Liberals in thizs country

“for the last ten years there would

Seculatr

National Society in this country

have been a powerful

that would have commanded the
respect of every intelligent perzon.
The th;i;_f;_'.l.-; of gvery irrelevant
il'l+‘-Ti'i!| has been the barrier to our
success. Let us learn by experi-
ence.—Free Thought Magazine,
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