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MARY D). BRINE.
Character the Test of Worth.

Freethinkers have always main-

tained that morality 18 not depen-

theological 1'['1!':]}

dent H[mz.- any

that 1t 18

-\"ru]-ii.!'.-'i In men, aad

In commuunities of men of widely

diffe I'ent !‘I'Ei‘,_’il}lh }-l',ll.t'l.*-_ and bv
individuals devoid of anv belieis

commonly beld to be religious:

that 1t has a natural lI'.l‘-;‘ 11 Nan s

13 4

coustitution and relations to: the
worid,

It does not follow, of course, that
Freethinkers have claimed for them-
claimed

.-t';\'v-. as the ('J'"I'Lf\‘ ]'i.‘i\'l'

for christeudom. a rn--liul...j\_' of

goodness. No

fully realizes in life his highd

virtue and person

miovraal 114 .-ll_ . i | 1Lk I||-'-1i-- h
inoral jaeals, and many p pie who
are “up to heaven’s gate 1n glory”

are “‘done to earth’s dust in" prac

The moral standard of the Free-
thinker is as high as that of the

christian. would

Christian people

not consent to have thein r'a-]f;_:j..!!
ndged by the moral failures of its

adherents, they point rather to the

motal ebb tide of their religion, as

evidence of its merit. The mis-

takes, the follies, the ecrimes eveln,

christianity are

Ol 1) i]!“.'i'f.‘- 111

Hever cons lered a valid argument

agaiust the qui:i].'__'- of the <y 8-
teni.

Yet it seems to be quite legiti-
mate with ave rage hristian beliey-
ers to assume that if the position

of the Freethinkers iz true, every

I":" [}ii.’ ]'r\"I' U=t ;i'\*' |a.;" O 118 stan-

dard, and that if | 1l to do =o
U 1= prool f the vilacy nd faisity
of freethougl This 18 poor 1
. ng. Criticise the nduct of
L1 f vou w be he christ »
! hristia whose life 1= marked
NistakKes na 10 = do not

Pharigseeism,
ind d hat his belief,
sha . Y ) ] ms who are
1 \ e responsible for
} o 1 X ' put tihe

: » s on uponthe

] Ves, the acts and [ 1ie of an
erring fellow-being, however wide ly
nis views differ from yvours, but on
contrarvexercise the same char-

ty toward him, which under simi-

lar circumstances, vou would hawve

The conduet of men and women
5 CN I.""'i."' the result i;ll".:m'\' "I',
tliell 11 hie wi 'b;‘;"“jf,'"Tl i”“i
tendencies, their early education,

their associates and surroundings,

I'heir character is not much changed

l:=1talf-!_\ by theories and ]n'Iil-r‘r-'

which they adopt any time during
' outgrown and

their life in place of
‘l.-:'.li"l!"l VIEWS iT] \'\J"jir"ti Ihf-\ were
{.]JJ!:'_:r- 11}.

E'."it_'_r!.l up. enyviron-

Imment 1< “i“f'ij maore hotert 'r]g

modifying nduct. Manv young
men who enlisted in the

War

young men whose

army
during our of the Rebellion,
lives had been
a il R o - $
unstaineda by \u*'_. l".tuuwl Iora.
wrecks. The temptations to which

they were subject in camp and

: ;
garrison |

ife were such as thev had

not been trained, in

sufficiently
most cases, to guard against, and

.1\\,|.\' TbI'IIIH home J-H”]lf‘l.i'l'- dand

feell r 1 | (rer |] '|] .
[ ) § 0O . b LT -
celling 1) ijongel I THF I'¢

" 1 F ~1¢r1] : dhhaer + *1.1 1 4
straints 01 C1V1i J||;l.lll“\ yoclimaevu Lo

vice which destroved the innocence

of youth before they

. }l:iti :U'eplil""i
the full strength of manhood
The Freethinker who is true to

himself and 11

to his prineciples will

Ass0-

ciations of Fre ethinkers made up ) f

live the rational. moral life.

those who appreciate the moral as

well as the !-il:f‘--l']rhh al aspecis oil
their thought, cannot be indifferent
to the character of their member-
~::i[n. Freethinkers make
ter 1nstead of creed the test of a

TII.".Y.‘.*- Wi }'..il. .rIHj Tht'lui‘--f'i-, 10 he

cuaaracter, apou m ral

ness, upon honest and clean living,

as pre-eminent above evervthing

e || T_I:l,l v f!lr!_‘rf llu T:.]- T]Jl\.'

are, so jar, unworthv the noble

which =o

. 11 . + r
L=t ALl

lrJ'f]J_\' !JJI'_"'
lab red, suffered and r!i-li. ,\i' Ve

_-|j|. the 3;"F.Ir-¢-ﬂs__1,-|‘:\'.--.' 0O Free-

thought should be men and women

of character without a vulnerable

spot through which the spear of

the enemy can make its w

Such only ean have more influence
r good than for evil. Such o

= | I"" i edliead o 1 117z 'i
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DHUTDOS

9 3 DY D11 (r with t hie
philosophy of Freethought, high
moral teaching, moral enthusiasi
and practical moral work, ean
Freethinkers in this age of moral
agencies and forces, ace nn:!.]im}; l»".

organized effort anvthing of per-
manent value. In New York City,

[...\ \iller !'!j:-. if..]. a oreat \\lff':\

‘-""‘:!F':i"‘.:r'ii }Jj‘ "'"';\":\' ].'Inl!i an

ethical basis and thus emphasized

as of paramount ilr:] ortance what
the chiurches had me !"'I‘\' treated as
- ""l"!"”'.\ to their [l]""-"l_‘-l;".".ll creeds
and ri :rl-'_"!u‘.;-. Services.

et Liberal socletivs, whers

T}lf'_\'
can (].J Nno more, ;_;i\'r’ } I‘irlliilit'r:t'—' ro

moral Instruction on a natural

}r-i~i-. make their mr-l-!:u'r;_f« of inter-
e=t .':llll \'.‘l:'ll*' fuf_i*" ‘.'-111-_:_". .‘Hill not

L_'i\'l‘ LOO !Illlf'il fi.lllt‘_ be ["‘ll'l' [lln-r

\\[I‘I }| Lve 1-[]1.-_1;..“'“ th ] ""-"""i"'.
to thut negative and destructive

work, which at other times and

[a.'.l('l‘- 18 still necessary and 1m-
portant. B. F. UNpERWOOD.

Irreligion
and to AThei®hry

Reason !l.eads Men to

IXvery man who reasons gsoon be-
COTIeES 11 ['v--{{_‘-i'rnln‘ Iu-(‘,[[:w‘ reason-
ihf; proves.to him that ihl'fi[lr'_"\' 18
that re-
ligion is contrary to all principles

but a tissue of falsehoods:
of common sense; that it gives a
false color to all human knn\\'i»-:igl-.
The rational man becomes incredu-
lous, becanse he sees that religion,
far from rendering men happier, is
the first cause of the greatest dis-
orders, and of the permanent
calamities with which the human
race 18 afflicted. The man who
see¢ks his well-being and his own
tranguility, examines his religion
and iz undeceived, because he finds
It inconvenient and useless to pass
his life in trembling at phantoms
which are made but to intimidate
1 11

<11y women or children. [f, some-

times, libertinage, which reasons
but little, leads to irreligion, the
man who is regular in his morals
can havye ]--;_'itim:l?t' motives

very
for examining hisg r--]iuinn, and far
banishing it from his mind. Too
weak to intimidate the wicked, in
“'}I'-lll vice has ]n-""!::'- !i“*‘}=!_\'
rooted, religions terrors affliet, tor-
ment, and burden the imaginative
”Ji-”fi‘.

If souls have courage and elas-
ticity, they shake off a yoke which
they bear unwilli gly. If weak or
timorous, thev wear the '\nl{l' dur-
ing their whole life, and they grow
,.:,]' Lre ,“i,‘:,..&,_ or at least T}w'_\' live
under burdensome uncerta nty

JEAN MESLIER.

Extracts from Thomas Paine’'s

Writings.

prave "Com )l ™ e the cause ol
vt Y Vimedd
I ol 11
L1t LU Tris1s W 1 Ior us the boon that

\-';':r'.r' Naled ;
'he ‘Rights of Man’ to tyranny its
death-knell gave,

|r ‘A re Ol “t'.-—l-h. made tor | 1gotry 1ts

COMMON SENRE.

“Thi =SUnNn nevel _-}.1-”1' On a cause

o1 greater worth. ‘Tis not the

affair of a ci'y, a county. a prov-
ilu'i'_ or a Iiih;;clrrnl, !IHI of a conti-
nent,—of at least one-cighth part
of the habitable _:_'iniw, “T'is not the
concern of a day, a year, or an age;
posterity are virtually involved in
!hf- contest, and will be more or

11'-'-« ,'['Ilil'li'lr. even to Illp |-|||] |.f

time, Il_\‘ the ]l]':n'w-llilj;_'-' now.”

“I am not induced }s_\' motives of
pride, party, or resentment to es-
pouse the doctrine of separation
and independence; T am clearly,
positively and conscientiously per-
snaded that it is the true interest of
this continent to be =0.”

“Oh, ye that love mankind! Ye
that dare oppose, not only the
tyranny, but the stand

forth!

tyrant,
Kvery spot of the world is
overrun \x'i1|||n;»prt-.-,-iur1, Freedom

hath been hunted round the globe.

' Asia and Africa have long expelled

her. Europe regards her like a
stranger, and England hath given
Oh, re-
ceive the fugitive, and prepare in

her W:irnin;,: to (]i']l:l_l'l_

time an asylum for mankind ”
CRISIS,

“These are the times that try
men’s souls, The summer soldier
and the sunshine patriot will, in
this erigis; shrink from the service
of his country; but he that stands
it now deserves the love and thanks
of man and woman. Tyranny,
like hell, is not easily conquered;
with
us, that the harder the conflict the

vet we have this consgolation

more glorious the triumph.”

“To argue with a man who has
renounced the use and authority of
reason, aund whose jn}li]nhnp};y con-
sists in holding humanity in con-

tempt, is like administering medi-

cine to the dead

AGE OF REASON.

“I] believe in rhvm;lmiit_v of man:
and I believe that religious duties

zonsist in doing justice, loving
mercy, and end: wvoring to make
our fellow-creatures happy.”

“The most formidable weapon

kind is

never used anv

ainst errors of every

ag
“"-‘t-'ill. 1' }1'1'\"

other, and I trust I never shall .”




