- — -

i
.y

i

il

b T

e
s 2

-
o'
L)
o |
| |
|
h
fh
44
'
-
i
3
{
[
i
VS
,',-: E .
g v
-:i
i

]
1
i

—— T BT

A N i UL WEWTT AT -

Torch ol

J E HOSMER Editor
P W.GE:R Business Manager
i1 3

I | I .

i) - -
31 > PIIO2 A
I Ava
X ont wlv
Mo uld &

| by O 0 ATy 11 i

\I - ] 1 i - 1 | e 1 1
Im L - .

i | I 1 | |

| i W by il Pzl I by )

THURSDAY JANUAR( 14,E. M. 20/

Our Work.

" . | 111y .
worg ot e~tablisning LY

The

aniversity has thus far been very
successful and we all feel ver)
11|I|{"I‘.+-||.--.1'.l',l:.'_‘1l. Of course there

|

} . " .
are many things 1‘;5;1! Wi el dill

1O !nll"}l

_‘—l|||]i'il'[‘ s are '1"1“'._"

t ‘:H <1 I'e:=

\\'-.i?'!r; Lo it!‘""ll']"" the very
1

<ults. but the great machinery of

'h 18 ¢ i post d

an organization whi

Maine to Califor-

of workers from

nia 18 started and as 1t moves

<lowly butsurely the different parts
will gl‘.hili:t“}' take up their work
realize 1t a

fine prosperous nni\'*""“}', In a fine

and almost before we

modern ,Il'll-l]lihll_‘..f. will be "T"']"h”.'-—r'

a living monument, declaring to

the world the advent of a happier

and higher civilization.

The Character of Christian Proof.

Ina little work entitled, “The
Word and Works of God,” by Gil-
bert S. Bailey, D. D. we find these
. other truth

words: *“lThere 18 no

i;. :l“' \\'llrl‘l ‘lIH,'“ :|“..\' -.ll‘ljl!{ :lll.if
rests on so much and such satis-

factory lmmf as t]lv lli\'iln' author-
ity of the Bible.”
As our idea 18 le-T

and we believe 1n examining all sides

the ”1'1'“‘”“

of a ‘lu. _~."|'|¢|]|, ].lt us examine =some

~AVSs.

of the lnl'lnlf- he offers He

“If a man were accused of the
crime of murder and arrainged be-
fore a court for trial, and a dozen
of wvour best citizens—the most
truthful and upright appear as
WILNEesSes, and each one testifies

that he saw the accused kill his vie-
tim in broad daylight; they saw
] matter of their
do you think

him do it, it 18 a
}nl't‘-lrn.‘l'| kl!li\\'ll'll_‘_:“.
that any court or jury would doubt
' which they testified?
By no Their
w:ﬂl]li be i'tlltt'ill-i\‘t'I}:;II he l“ri the

{l""‘l,

)\‘!'\\ .

the fact to

Ieans, T"‘T‘:.!‘.,"fl\'

are not merely a

there

|1i'7,|'l| men kll]f }.‘i].li;" ll‘- and i

Reason
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L Ze (1 T Th H
vould testil
nat thev nad s WI1lCes \ I
(o n 111l ! eCve'l O] L1T1)¢
would \ lour D. D. b |

Wi | S

[} - 2 hat when 1t comes
1 1
the rea of relhigio <uch
testinmn \ N ] (ol »‘II.J?I Ver and
there S 1o ilee or Jury 1n ou
wud  th would chang ther

. > 1
religious  belief on account « 1 that

kind of evidence and men who are

hood-winked into believing, }'_\'

this kind of },;-.;..r'. deserves our
pity.

Another proof offered 1s that of
the fulfillment of prophecy. He
savs that all the grand outlines of
t hi L.'.--i‘--r_\ of the ‘.\'-Iiii. and Irllll'h
of the minute details, were pre-

dicted 1n the bible more than two

thousand vears ago. Now is this

true? Manyv of us |

ave read the

\
Ik 'y

hible and can see no such wonder-
ful fulfillment, and in fact the more
the more we see that those

knew

what was to come to pass,

we read,

old writers nothing about

The facts of science, the great in-

ventions, the discovery of America,

none of these are mentioned and
;l|I]lill];_f}| these Hlll \\'I'ililll_?a are

twisted and changed to fit every-
thing that takes "-l}li'e- there 1s no
definice mention of anvthing and

no matter what nn;:hl occul lfu-j

could be made to fit fully as well
actual

as they do the happenings,

To us it is absurd to say that men
look the

would take
that

can. or ever could, into

future and tell what
but the
old writings are hard to understand
the

lli.‘*l‘tlll]“'l'll"l [.l'.'l;_’llit‘llfiil'_\'

place; fact those

on account of miserable, dis-

|niT|[l'.l,

way in which they are written

makes them somewhat mysterious

to the masses and so the [, Da

take advantage of this and try to

meke us believe that 1t means just

It 1@« an
il i HEH

what suits their purpose,
old trick to 1-['-.'?t-|ui to he ;;nllrl and

manyv of these good Y men  are

like some of the pr ‘}131"'.- themselves

who c¢ould have written  their

‘I['ll}lllt"‘-]l"‘! alter the event trans-

lmirml, and then making 1t

that it was written long  before,

Inli]]l Ot T[]r' \\.-lnl-']‘ﬁl}. liku'llr'--

,"Ql;«'h ""-"‘""Tl“lﬂ a= 1= |-ff.-|._‘l A -

}.1‘11.;1 ol ”-',- Statements 1|f !|||-|.i _..h\,.

ll‘;:\' CAUuse ”ii!}kill;{ [H'nin]u- io |;..:].l|

their truth and the ministers ol ru-

ral districts must learn to do as

their city brothers do 1. .., mix but
ll'i -

little superstition in a secular

The ' N st and Best.
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he time: and as 1 old hvoma
\ Wi gall, SO
( \ 1 < the rFature
I ATH IR vears [ (. I 0]
| (e | ™~
| 'F1e LIe  Calile howevel N
Jlf ) [1=10O1 Wiieln I - 1 ¥l
THELHR llrerature, the 1= )

lany ;'---l- and other foolish no

TS | l'f‘__'f.‘ TO T!I!’ (*OIr o 'ni.ill;r.

t

pagan b

W Lhe ‘achers, gave way,

:||ui liu Iiore -l||1|-|u' IH'“!‘TI i1l oOle

ool his s0n Ji =us=, the devil and the
two places of future existence, hea-
e and hell, were subsiituted; and

perhaps thiswasa step forward, Al
least it was a change and furnishes
l]'ll' \\ilt'!rl i \"Illl l|'ir‘ ]""‘IIII, ‘H
;1“}' men such as the great founa-
ers of our r't';n1t|||l". and the great
scientists of their day, conceived
the idea that there was great wea g
ness in the doctrines of the chris-
tian churches .'l.llii Ihe-‘\' came to be-
a <till more r-il:l}nl!' and
' helief

the belief 1n

reasonable rel Ao | t

-

the
in go: and hamanity

the

brotherhood of man.

grodd and the

This simpli-

fatherhood of

fied belief did not make the world
worse but 'II. made 1t better, for 1n
simplifying the religion, it gave
nen more time to devote to l}n- up-
building of humanity, and such men
as Thomas Paine put in their time
writing messages ol love liberty and
justice to their fellow-men.

Thus the world through their ei-
forts has advanced. More li'ln-li.\'
of thought gave ns more knowledge
of science,  Selence gave us  the
railroad, the It'lvgl':llnh. the steam-
These

mhi[r. Iht‘ il'lt‘[nhnl.!'_ 1’“-,,“1

inventions made us more cosmo-
I.nlil;lu and, as we become acquain-
ted

parts of the world, we learned to

with our brothers from other

have more of a |nrtllllr'l'i}' fereling to-

ward them, and thus the great

"h]‘n”!!'rhlllill of man’’ idea is over-
shadowing all others, and the prac-
tical religionof Secularism is taking
the place of all unproven and un-
:-ru\‘:ti,lr- theories of ?}u'.lln'_:.\‘. Wel-
beautiful

COme ?‘\t’l'!l]:-tl'i:*]ll‘ ‘ll'lu

1 - 1 . '
daunghter of Science and Love!

Wise Use of Wealth.

the Christian
has

millionaire who goes into his grave,

].t'.lll"r.
the

.“;;l_\’*

“The time come when

and not a penny left for anv bene-

ficient and humanitarian uses will
leave behind a name at the men-
tion of which wise and good peo-
Ir:-t' I'l'\"'“

This 18 true. Wealth 1s the

storedup product of the labor of

many heads and hands through

- - 1 d =t i I A8 14l

t ) | W I 1) 'V 10 thel

i 1 ' (len f
Luea | charita { 0Ol | !
peopl Lhev cannot take their
vealth ¥ ) is world They
'l"-j 1 Lhda jrave 11 ill'_".'.’ll"“
{ Isted or misaj |.1 wlien
they are numbered with the dead
§ muceh  be r whils ive

cenerously to some good can
dNA Ve the closiny vears of :E.’I'
-‘-‘-'}J '}Jl' 1'1'-"I[1: -llfl‘i'iwll-ljt"\- of
having contributed  liberally  to
"J.ll\‘ [I:l.l' “-\II:‘:'i .r'{"*l:‘ ‘ll"r- I.'I.-..I _.

1ved

[.Let frecthinkers who have in

';'H'!f'}""'\'i .I'J;ll’i' '1""“."'\' ‘”I" r-

g + 1
InwciicecCiuddl

| "

=tition and promote
freedom, consider whether they

have done what they could to up-

}I‘r:'[ the hands of  those i-yjt_r;i-_(’-il j[;

the work of diffusineg liberal prin-

work.

-“Frll|r1 !n'

unrewarded
and those engaged In it
aided by all who are in sympathy

with liberal i!;!rfl-_"}ﬁ and are able

torender financial help. Itismuch
'\\i--'l' O '_fi\'l' \\]Jr-.‘L Olie ;- ::}i\'!‘;l]]ll

can see; as Peter Cooper for in-

results

=stance iliil, the benefic lent
of his generosity.

How many liberals are
other

\\'i” ln:lk!' }i.'lllt!-"lln-'

there 1n

Oregon and in

states who
contributions
for the support of the “Torcn or

Reason,” and for establishing and

sustaining the liberal educational
work begun at Silverton?
ERE 3

NDERWOOD,
Good News From England.

The fn”tm'im_._{ 18 celected from the
Freethinker, a paper published in
l':ll_‘,_"l.'llltl. .\ll‘, ]’Quntf*, "'I“'?lki“_!.f of
the Secular Congress held at Chicago,
says: “Another speaker was Mr Pearl
W. Geer, President  of the Oregon
Secular Union ”! IS A young man,
about twenly [i\‘l-_\‘l':ll‘- of age, and
his account llf[r witive Secular work.
fifteen hundred miles west of ( '}“'.-;,;_‘:..
The Seenlar
Union there 1s incorporated: a g
|li'l;l| of Illluhlr-’\']“ gl g ’“”“‘I
lecturers

was most interesting.

has  been r;lj....”'.

have been planted in
various parts of the State, Sunday
schools have been established, and
the foundation has been laid of a
Liberal University. A quarterly
magazine ministers to the literary
wants Hf.{hl'.“‘.llllti:l.\' .‘n'IlU‘l].-', ;1“;1
the popular propaganda is car-
ried on by a weekly paper called
THe Torcn or REasoN. The whole

of the [-Iliilli.-“' illl}liil‘:iliu!].‘i are
turned out from its own printing
press. [ am sorry I cannot visit
Oregon to see the Secular work

there with my own eyes. 1 regard
It as auguring success for my own
project nfilu'ur]mr:itil'.;_f a Secular
Society in England; a project which
| hopetocarryinto effect immediate-
ly on my return to theold country.’

You see that our work in Oregon
12 not loecal [t influence is being
felt all over the world. -l_}l‘-*.“}l'lll]'i
encourage forward and
}u-].}- to bear t}h' .l"'i.‘u H 0r REAsON
into every home,

us= to ;lro---.
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