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And priests read bibles strange;
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With reason’s ray in range,
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Till not a haman anywhere
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The Existence of Man Does Not
Prove That of God.

Whence comes man? What is
his origin? Is he the result of the
fortuitous l:u'!-iirl;_f- of atoms?

Was the first man formed of the
dust of the earth? I do not know!
Man appears to me to be a produe-
tion of nature like all others she
embraces, [ s<hould be j!l-l as
much embarrassed to tell you whenece
came the first stones, the first trees,
the first 'J*'II}I;IH!‘. the first ants,
the first acorns, as to l.\'}li:lih the
origin of the human species.

Recognize, we are told, the hand
of God, of an infinitely intelligent
and powerful workman, in a work
so wonderful as the human machine.
[ would admit without question
that the human machine appears
to me surprising; but since man
exists In nature, I do not believe it
I‘i:_':hl T"'-.'i‘\' that his formation 18
]n'_\'-rlnl the forces of nature. [ will
add, that I could conceive far less
of the formation of the human ma-
chine, when to :-.\'Ir:.'lin 1t to me
they tell me that a pure spirit, who
has neither eyes, nor feet, nor
hands, nor head, nor lungs, nor
mouth, nor breath, has made man
}..\' taking a little dust and }llnu'i:'.;_-'
upon it.

The savage inhabitants of Para-
guay pretend to be descended from
the moon, and appear to us as simple-

tons: the Tll"";'*:ji.'lfl‘ of l‘illrui.v-
pretend to be descended from a pure
spirit. [¢ this pretension more

sensible?
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concluded that he must be the work
L Iintelligent beine, and not of a
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whi | irs so proud, I will
vdn that he is ntelligent, that his
necess<ities  develop in him this
I vy that the soclety of other
mien coutriputes esp |1|\ 1O
cuitivate 1t. I'-J :.'. thi :'|III|-i:l
machi and in the i!"*-.=:':i"f:""
with \\i':-l‘lf] 'r 8 £n j:-‘.‘.t'l.i. | see
nothi 0 that <hows 1n a }I!‘!'*'i*l'
manner the infinite intelligence of

the workman who has the honor of
makingit. Iseethatthisadmirable
machine is -|1i'_i"l'l Lo lll'T‘.'lllj_"!'TlJI’lIF:
that at that time this wonderful
intelligence is disordered, and some-

times totally disappears; from this

I 1'|lt;|'1'1lllr' t}mr lfjr- I'Illlll:i.]l i:rTwT-

ligence depends upon a certain
lii-fl'1~j?il'!l of the m iterial Oorgans
!Ir‘l'.'li]“'l‘

‘llil‘ll!.\_ :iiui !}I-I.l,

man is an intelligent being, it is
not well to conelude that God 1=t
be an intelligent being, anv more
than because man s material, we
are compelled_tg concinde that G,
iIs material, The intelligence of
man no more proves the intelligence
of Godthan the maliceofmen proves
the m.llii'unf'flﬁ“”-nli,nl'\‘\'hum t hey
pretend that man is the work. In
whatever way theology is taken,
God will always be a cause eontra-
1“1'[1-11 h_\' 1ts l‘ﬁll’i’t_“, or tlf\\'htnlﬂ 1118
impossible to judge by his works.
We shall always see evil, imper{ee-
tionsg, and follies resulting from a
cause claimed to be full'of goodness,
ul']n-l‘ft'i‘linli-. and of \\'i‘lllllll‘

JEAN MESLIER,

Theological Diabolism.

What savagery, what fiendishness
has been taught in the name of him
who it was declared, came to bring
glad tidings of great joy to the worlda,
Jonathan Edwards, the great leader
of orthodoxy in America, =aid:

“The sight of hell torments will
exalt the ’I}l]l['illl“* of the saints for-

"y

ever, I}l'\ will not be gorry ior
the [!;illlll*"l: it will cause no uneas-
iness or dissatisfaction to ”I\"lll; but
on the eontrary when they see the
‘f;]l! (of the d vnnied 1n endless tor-
ments) it will oceasion rejoicing and
excite themn "'.i"_""'ll [-r‘.niw*.--." Rev.
Josiah Spalding =aid that when the
saints see the “‘wicked sink down to
hell, they begin the triumph
song. They see the power of God
employved in the most terrible man

ner to make ”H‘il’lli';”'l'r-f and near-
est  connection forever miserable.
And for this lfi'-;l;:l‘\' of power 'lv_\‘

ascribe unto new blesgings and glory

L 1ey '.l-."\l-f'\_:‘-\{l. n,.l-wj- _lt'--‘lf-
filled with vl the fullness of (3¢ a **

says"Out ofthat mouth, out of which

when vouopen it will proeeed flames,

\\-’j]l d1st) i-]‘-lt'* (] '!.'t'.lﬁi!-.] |'p| 1-F in'—

miesagainst God. That same tongue,
1o cool which vou will wish for a
drop of  water, will be eternally
crnploved in cursine and  blas-

pheming God and Christ

I Ve ~--r-un'1'lll‘! maen, w il":l--n- | l'1'ln-1'

deeds, but I have never Se01 men

H ) "I‘I]O'II

as God and hissaints have
been represented tobe. I know from

personal  experience some hing of
the honors of war, of battles an
battlefields, of vi tory an fofdefeat,
of capture and being captured, of
guarding prisoners and of being con-
fined in war prisons and hospitals
1

as a prisoner of war: but in all mv

rexperience I have never seen mani-

fested such heartlessness,  such
hellishness of |l}nin|-lili"!1 as that of
the (vod of the

saints of a few generations ago, |

f']-'l‘j_f‘\' and of the

never saw a =oldier r‘f-_j'nlu't> over the
death agonies of a wounded and
dying soldier of the enemy who, by
the fortune of war, had fallen into
his hands.

[ never saw a soldier wounded
and suffering, captured, on the
field of action, in :lllliltllillli'l'. or in
the enemy’s prisons, denied a glass
of water to quench his thirst. It

was common under nr'lfill:tr‘y cir-

ccumstances  for soldiers to give

from their water (or
\\'}|i~k1'_\' if they had it ) to captured

Jut the

canteens,

men whom they guarded,
God of Edwards and Spalding was
utterly indifferent to the tortures
of the damned, ri-lnl'vst-llh-tl as hor-
rible beyond all conception, ‘and
he would neither end their agonies
nor relent from his purpose to
make their suffering as endless as
eternity.  And his saints, fit sub-
j""t“ for such a God, were =0 =elfish
0 1nsensible to the indeseribable
torments of millions of their fellow
creatures who never wronged them,
without

that they were utterly

f'nlnp:x--iuri. .\':i.\' Ihl'}' were, when.
they contrasted the condition of the
damned with their own r-uln]itir»n,
-‘-iljﬂ_\'fll] that T!u-_\' broke out in
songs of joy. They contemplated
with delight the unending torments
of those whom thl-.\' caw sink into
hell, including their dearest and
nearest friends,

There is not among the lowest
savages or the most demoralized or
(le [nr.‘n.'l-fl of mi N, a 1mal who i8 so
r'um.i.:vrr-]‘\' lil--fi[llll' of ~_\'mpnth}'
end sensibility who is so hopefully

selfish, so hardened and morally
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‘who, as

.

dead as those saints
Spalding says, “feel exactly as God
Tee i-. ,w-.-ma'nii.r.: to '.it- | INeasures,

1

| the full-

as they are filled with al
ness of God.”
[Incomparably superior to the
saints in heaven morally, are those
persons consigned to hell, of whom
it is not said that they rejoice in
one .'lll"fill'l’"“ ‘-‘II'I-*'I'HJ',_“. .IIJII ‘.‘\'}I"*l'
curses and  blasphemies, consider-
Ing their torment in the flames of
hell, which God c¢ould end In a
moment but will not, are no more
to be condemned than would be the

t'X[bI‘l'“-fllH* and i'nrifnr'fiun_\' of a

illln-:ill Iwilr[: under 1]41' I{Hif" Hf a-

vivisector who should i:r‘n!ul];_r the
suffering to the extent of his power
and exereise all his devilish in-
genuity in making it as excruciat-

-piax _ . Ny
Ing and horrible as possible,

l;‘ I". l.\lll'.l.‘\\lnrlr.
Secular Flashes.

Nature rejects the monarch, not
the man. the subject, the citizen:
kings and subjects, mutual foes, for-
ever play a losing game into each
othe«r’s hands=, whose stakes are vice
and misery. The man of virtuous
soul commands not, nor obeys.
Power, like a desolating pestulence,
pollutes whatever it touches: and
niu-(“l'lu'l-, bane of ;lil\,{l'llillr-', virtue,
freedom, truth, makes slaves of men,
and of the human frame a mechan-
ized automaton, Shelly.,

Whene'er a noble deed is w rought
Whene’er is spoken a noble thouzht

Our hearts, in glad surprise,

To bhigher lavels rise.—Longfellow.

As a general rule people who
flagrantly pretend to anything, are
the reverse of that which they pre-
tend to.

saint is sure to be a sinner, and a

A man who sets up for a

man who boasts that he is a sinner,
is sure to have some feeble, mand-
lin, snivelling bit of saintship
about him which is enough to make
hima humbug. Masculine honesty,
saint-like or sinner-
itself either
Julwer Lytton.,

whether it be
like, does not

saint or sinner.

label

Reproachful speech from either
side. The wantof argument sup-
plied; They railed, reviled: so
often ends the coutest of disputing
friends.—Gay.

Strength of mind is exercise-—not
rest. Pope.,

The idea that a certain belief is
necessary to salvation unsheathed
the swords and lighted the fagots of
As long as heaven is
the reward of creed instead of deed,

persecution,

just so long will every othodox
church be a bastile, every member
a prisoner, and
turnkey.

every priest a

Ingersoll.
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