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Something New.

When great reforms are first
ill;lugllr;ltutl there are :1]“‘.'t_\‘.-s many
things to combat, and oftentimes
the greatest reforms have seemed
to be entirely crushed, but again
and again the great truth has
burst out upon the world in another
form and at last it is recognized as
a living, active principle by which
men are governed.

Today the great truth of mental
liberty is again brought to the
notice of the mental slaves and
would-be freemen of our great
country, by the opening of the first
institution of learning ever con-
trolled by a purely secular organi-
zation,

[s the Liberal University of Sil-
verton, Oregon, to be the great cli-
max of events that is to inaugurate
a higher and better civilization?

Why not?
Secularism will make the world

[f the [llil.{tip]vn‘ of

better, and these principles of love,
liberty and truth are firmly
planted in the minds of a few stu-
dents by their being educated in
science, morality and all the knowl-
edge that is so beneficial to us here,
without having their young minds

dwarfed by any of the confusing
doetrines of theology, why will they
not exert a very great influence
when they go out into the world?
And then if this University is a
SUCCeSss, others may be illhtitlllt*l}
and soon the light of mental free-
dom will shine from every quar-
ter and every community and every
home will be filled with peace and

love and .iﬂ\'.

United Effort.

”l:“‘ can we effect a !1!.".I'H of 1}1"

people 8o that we may work to-
gether to bring about better condi
Tiu:l'- flir :l”, bett ' 8¢ hnu‘.-. het-
ter physical and mental develop-

ment, and a standard of morality

‘are uniting every dav,

that would make it impossible for
i |

one brother to sellishly hue to him

The great task of savine the world
falls Hpon the i.'.Tr[.l',_'"I,'! 'hi.‘.fﬁih'_’

iu..j.iwnf !l‘]w !ilili.i!t- CIASSCS, “Hi

woll Qivid
ual work in trying to convert peo-
ple of the slums to some particular
religious belief or by relieving their
fllllllt'lli:lTl‘\ll!blli‘l'l.Tit_'- bvcharity, We
believe in I'I-J'f-;i\'ih;_f suffering as fast
as possible, but the canse must be re-
moved before a permanent relief
can be effected. Conditions must
be made such that all will b«
comfortable and h:l.;-}l_\', 0 there
will be no very rich, and no very
poor. But ean such a condition
he }rf‘llH;._{hl élfluii?‘.J Yes it can.
And as soon as the different fac-
tions in the religious world drop
their Iu_\'\ll-l'inilh nonesentials and
get down to business,—unite and
IH',_'*‘”H‘!‘ work to make this world
better,—we will begin to do some-
thing worthy of an intelligent peo-
ple. And thisis the hope of the
Secular church that by our organi-
zation without any creedal test,
we will be the means of finallv
uniting in one grand body all the
contending religious factions, thus
forming the universal religion of
humanity. Then will a higher
ri\'iliz:niun he IJ('}_{II!I and I}n- com-
ing man and woman will enter the
stage of action hand in hand and
play well their parts in the great
drama of life. We must learn to
unite. In united effort there is sal-

vation. When this great lesson has

S g
been learned, and not until then.
will we advance :‘.1}@(“\'_

Some may say that we need never
expect e'.:‘lhulir»«, protestants and
liberals to unite, but if you will
stop to think you will see that we
I't"'ilir are
drawing nearer and nearer together
and all we want is to get everyvone
to ill\'l‘“fi;f.;!l‘ ;I:HI he honest :|!.li in
time we will all find the truth

[Let us make our lives pure and
free from deceit and fraud: let us
be true to our flij_'ll' r and better
:mpulses; let us by our example
and by the use of our reason he Ip to
bring about a condition that will
prove a real heaven to poor, suffer-
Ing humanity.

shouild begin here at

Our work :
home and after we have made this
earth what it ought to be, a i"‘i Ny
dwelling place for every human
il"ill_'__' w hi enters

time to build “mansions in tne

.
SRY.

Vindictive Punishment.

The heathenish wav in which

our criminals are made criminal
and then their horrible punish-
ment 1s a reproach to anv people,
wut this punishment of at o
mel wh f 1) wronced

RCH OF REASON SILVERTON, OREGON, THURSDAY, JANUARY 7. 1897

Adl J .
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ment I‘:l“\'i;'.'l TIIL.!."‘ ’, can n-;|-5,\

iy F4 3 T ~wCrE o Lthell

mistakes Ini-T.lkl'-. too, which are

caused by the low state of

."”‘I":.\' 1N \\}lil'i; men find them-

elves,

We are not upholding erime.
We believe in ll'r;j,,_' iway with
crime, but eruel and unjust punish
ment will not do aw Ly with it

while the cause is not removed.
We were talking with a minister
some time ago and advocating the
Idea that all eriminals were unfor-
tunates and that we shonld ;li?\
them and H"\' Lo hie I[“ them become
better men and women, that a per-
son who does w Irong should not be
injured any more than one who has
some contageous '|i-"u~i'. that the
idea of a hell for w rong doers was
as bad as to have a hell for those

h to

who were unftortunate enougy 1
}J:I\‘i‘ the small pox or |}1"!]|.JilTi-‘*IH.
He seemed to be astonished at
such l]il"{l'ilu" of love and }riT.\' for
the unfortunates and scouted at our
1deas. Now whieh is the heathen
idea, love, pity, and reform of erim-
inals, or the dungeon, the hang-
man’s rope and hell after death?

If you had a brother and he was
born with or had contracted }.}' evil
association, mean, low ideas and
had ina fit of anger committed a
muraer would you like to see him
hung? Would you be made a
criminal if he was not tortured or
his life taken away? No, while
you would want him restrained
and kept from injuring others vou
would want him fed and clothed
1'n!lil'ul'1:ilr.5_\' and have all the
chanees to become a better man.

If there 1s in the world anything
that 1s heathen it is the doetrine of
being saved without our own merit
but by the merit of the lamb. It
fills our lunatic asylums and our
]uli---||.-~,iT fills our i1diotic .'1-_\'[1:111-
and our reform schools.

Think of it! could anv heathen
peopli do worse than to advocate
doctrines that produce ecriminals
and then infliect unreasonable and

unjust punishments?

Religion In our Public Schools.
[n order for people to be relig-
ious they must have religious

teaching when yvoung, and no one

knows this better than the lead-

ers ":- T!’l" ".'if";-T'_:':I l'l‘_‘.”'.-}l,._l
therefore 1t has com t pass that
our ]»':f"'..t schools ai mtrolled
i;Ll'_:_:t';_\' I‘-‘\' t hos \\:" y ape 1 t tha
T_h' Ilr‘i“'] iment :.1 princiy
Christiar A c ¢ f I God,
only beg < ] < .
I AVel ind ] inishi 4
et wre taugl » the ren and
' ros t QR Ve ]
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church,

[his control of our publie | S
Yy Lthe o1 religlouns sed called
christians has not  heg !
piished because the enristians ha ve
t majority, but because of their

stratagem  and  activi v and the
natural inactivity of liberals who
are 1oo ":""IJ \-\'“.:ill_'__’ toallow Hl}l"l'~
to do, as well as tothink, as they
irir';l‘\". .

But the time has come for liber-
als to act,and as a rule thev are
not slow to act when they are fully
convineed Hm[ action 1s NEeCessuary
in order to preserve their own
.I.i'rl’I"‘\'.

-l.th‘ f*i{}l.' :-III‘ 1s 1o ;i-n then 1=

to arouse our slumbering hosts in
time to prevent the old rasty chains
of religious slavery from being
fastened around our necks

[f the Jews should force their
religious doctrines, which teach
unbelief in the divinity of Jesus,
upon our public schools, there
would be a howl go up from the
very ones who are now 1]‘]“'111‘_" the
christian religion upon our defense-
less children in every way possible.
And when their creed is not Of "Ili_\'
taught in violation of the law other
ways are employed. Some of the
honorable (?) wavs are shown in
White’s Ped-

agogy: “At least three avenues

the following from

are open for the irlfl‘lﬁliiit[;u!: of
religious idea and sanctions into
all our .‘“"ll""i.‘, TIU'M' are sacred
songs, the literature of Christen-
dom, and, best of all, faithful and
fearless christian '.r‘:lt'fu-l‘ra‘ the liv-
in:__(q-i;1~r]+-~ of the truth. Against

these there is no law.”

Here And Now.

As long as there is suffering in
the \\.lr']ll. as |Ilri;_' as there are mis-
erabl unhappy people, just so long
1s there need for Secularismn, Sec-
ularists know that for every effect
there is an efficient cause and there
has never been a cause of more
dissension than the false religious
ideas of mankind.

Now Secularism will overcoms
all this for it
idea of the

i- ll,t‘-l‘l] i.jll'll T:’.‘
brothq I'IUI--']‘ of man,
and while each is allowed perfect
liberty of thought, yet all will have
learned to respect the ideas
"'Il"l'* &Hlii Lo iw'\'l' one _1I1"'j'."
none f:‘." SS l."l' an llll!i"-‘ lii"‘v-T'
ence -if'u}-:_llll-l‘.; while everyone w
oin hands in the great work of
destroying our enemies of ign
ance and error. Come and he p 1
overcome the monster evils that

(14Imn1 ng our race }|n'f'i' 11;-& 1HHOW
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