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Men of thought,be up and stirring night

1

SILVERTON, OGREGON, TH

hollowed by flint flakes, each from

i .'EII;.:}"

tree, gravely ask us te

URSDAN,_LANITARY 7 1807

LY
U, LU,
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Men of action, aid and cheer them ; as ye | 21101 from God. John Wilson. and brutal butchery, and Arius

may !
There’s a fount about to stream,
There’s a light about to beam.
There’s a warmth about to glow,
There’s a flower about to blow ;
There’s a midnight blackness chang-
Ing Into gray,
Men of thought and men of action, clear
the way !
Once the welcome light has broken. who
shall say
What the unimagined glories of the

The Positive Side of Freethought.

When orthodox pmllnlt' nllje('! to]
the position of Freethinkers, those
who ]‘t‘_il‘l‘[ the bible as l“\'ill"l_\' 1n-
spired and Christianity as a di-
vinely revealed system of truth, as
a negative position, remind them of |
the positive side of Freethought. |
All Freethinkers hold that,

dogmas which dwarf the mind. and
to efforts to evangelize the govern-

ment and publie institution, should

be more active than it is. for it 18

as true now as it ever was that
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Aid the dawning, tongue and pen;
Aid it, hopes of honest men;
Aid it, paper; aid it, type;
Aid it, for the hour is ripe,
And
into play.
Men of thought and men of action, clear |
the way ! 5'

our earnest must not slacken

Lo! a c¢loud’s about to vanish from the |
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rercise in religion, as in all other! . : Ned i )
. : v : O past thought called creeds, is

| matters, is an inalienable right and | l g '
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duty. |
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&, salvation 18 escape from er- i

'ror of thought and action: it comes

from knowledge of truth and the|
pracetice of virtue. ,

3. All may help to save their|
fellows by wise instruction and the |
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gospels, and che gospels as we have
shown, are in no sense historical re-
and the
stories built upon them that have

cords, These gospels

| 80 many times been repeated, have

been the means of preventing the
name of Jesus from falling into ob-

livion. Jesgus is not credited with

‘having written a single word of

And a bazen wrong to crumble into| ... od : -
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With the right shall many more f
Enter smiling at the door; J'
With the giant wrong shall fall [
Many others, great and small,
That for ages long have held us for
their prey.
Men of thought and men of action, clear
the way!

Science vs Theology.

The contrast between the theolog-
ical and the scientific theory of the
the
code is so greatas to preclude the
idea of any We
have already been compelled to ar-

origin and nature of moral

reconcilement,

rive at the same conelusion in com-
paring the principles of theology
regard to other
When the

infancy it|

and science in
branches of knowledge.
human race was in its
thought as a child and spoke as a
child; but as it ad- |
vanced it threw away its childish |
theories. hesitate |
for a moment to acknowledge that |

became more
No one would

it would be inconceivable folly for|
us to cast away all the knowledge |

that science has given us in astron- |

5. All sacred hooks so-called, |
are products of evolution; many of |
them valuable as

are records nfi

past thought and as expressions of |
religious life; they are all human, |
fallible, and their teachings are tuf
be accepted only so far as they m--i
cord with reason and truth,

6.  All religious systems are out-
growths of

the human mind,

natural in origin and development, |

(. All particular religions are|

special forms, modified by race,|

climate and character of universal, |
natural religion.
8. The conception of evolution, |

of law and continuity in the world, |
must replace the un- |
idea of

should and

scientific and erroncous

miraculous creation and super-|
natural interposition. g
9. Man has ascended, not fallen.
10. By wise and united effort
we can accelerate human
11. The Freethinkers

Nature which
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and all objects and their relations. |
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that this elaim of the church in re-
gard to the gospels being the word
of God, is false, then it is plain that
the Jesus of Dogma must follow the
Jesus of history. Bishop Faustus,
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nt ; these early writers, correctly says:
“It isan undoubted fact that the
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shell of this animal has forty or| have been their companions and
fiity compartments, into which air |2aid they were written according to

or water may be admitted, to allow | them.”

the occupant to sink or float as it

pleases,

According to various au-

thorities there were in the early

| centuries over two-hundred differ-

The making of artificial ears| ent gospels and epistles, all claim-
seems to have reached scientific| 1Ng to give a true account of this
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