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Communications.

Our eood Christian brethren un-

negly

dertake to explain away the
L 1 an t R
features of this wdmission of their
. .- .
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e Lilab b iy
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s not meant: that

..Jh
anid iit‘i'l'l'r 101

Paul

who worked at

was a mechanie, a craftsmman

his trade, or craft,
for a living, and preached for love
of God (the church) as prmvhur.—-

lon't do now.
I'he ghoughtful sinner who reads

the whale storv for himself is liable

aAn argument

to smile at so lame

and to still have a lingering idea
that the good Saint who so '1"‘1’:‘""":

women did humbmg the brethren

of that chureh.
[f;t- "Cdause l)f'i' Ill.“ 1 t'_,f|'|" cnua:rcn,

more abounded through his =kull-

duggery and lying, why should he
sinner? And if he

be judged a

}Il\- ]}'T: {s_!“]l'i \\il}'

hlll'l't'l"!?"l

not? I can myself remember when

it was opeuly held that deception

was right if done through good

¢.. Christian
that

motives and good, 1.

advantage, came of it: and

branch of t'hri.ﬂi;mi{.\' known as

the Mormon chureh teaches yet

that it is right to lie for the gzood of

the chureh, i. e, the priesthood.
Aund the ancients had St. Paul, St,
Constantine, St. Esubius, ete, and
modern Christians have Spurgeon,
Jtr.-t';eh Smith, .limt';-l‘l Cook, Tal-
Clark

1 b
nomine, to

Braden, “et genius
them

mege,
OVercolie \\'il}l

“guile.”  Well, why not? People

are so easily humbugged. Why
not indulge them some? If they

kick at a name, et m-:-:-l.{ the fact

without the name, what does the

name amount to?  “A rose by any

other name would smell as sweet.”
[That quotation is old, hackneyed,
threadbare, frayed atthe edges, and
all that I know, but it fits in here
all the same, ]

It is a fine thing to be brave, but
when we have a treacherous enemy
to overcome, who seldom fights in
the open, is it not good policy to
use a little “guije?”
nature I
lived at
I tried to get some of
take the

T'his phase of human
illustrated a little when |
Aumsville,

my Christly friends to

“Freethought,” then being pub-
lished in  San Francisco by
Putnamn and Macdonald. |
could not get them to read it, let

The
And there was sent

alone subscribe for it. name
scared them.

me from the east, a few leaflets con-

taining some sayings and senti-
ments by “Bob  [ngersoli”, They |
were so headed and had the ad

its  officers

of the A, 8. U,,
priuted on them and they were no
go. No .
s0 | did a little “gunile.” 1

to the parties

etc,,
one would
Wrote
therm
off
cverything but the subject matter,

Then 1

who printed

to }'li'il Ime A hllntll'ml, lv;n'in;_f
r--llll Lo

my “Christian

And why not? If

touch them, |

friends.” I have other leaflets. Ersiyore CAL, Dee. 16, ’96. Ebp
i 1 hev wers OVel . o I REAsoN Dear SIr ]
lingly a R4 S received the Torcr and [ like
them i ppr enl and ] very much, | h pe [.iberals

at least was }pi}.{ ler

Last week I attended some meet-

ings here of the State Agricultnral
{ 1 g :‘.1' Nt i"- f'!\iiilﬁ."“ :illli
.I‘ti‘||l'li One night the loeal

e LA

Methodist preacher here made an

address. This i:l'r'ail'}n‘l' 1S d
rampant “gold standard’” man, and
during the campaign jusc past
has been especially savage on

the }luai.lllith, }'l.lT }Ii.“ ‘-ilt'l"'}l !}J*'I"'

was as radical a I"*}all]:‘f free trade
eflfort the

ds

indirect]ly of course
1H10Os1 .U‘l"il{ [}[\'.uljlv i_'||'l“!li I‘ulllir't‘_

The old ]’"I’- war-horses sat there

and  grinned while the eclerical

Bro. was pounding away, appar-

ently perfectly  oblivious of what

he was doing, and when he fin-

ished, the house, goldbugs and all
cheered him  lustily and the
serenely,

fol-

.\'(‘ht)nl.‘-‘.

IL-I'ILI}11}' ],'ill.*-_ .-'!u”ml
the college

the
its institution and ite support and

'I.fw‘ Ilf'!'.“illl‘ll[ of
lowed., He spoke of
eulogized everything pertaining to

it highly and probably not un-

justly. This president is, I am in-
formed, a **goldbug” politician and
obtained his presidential position

lhr:sll;{h a Of coursge he is

“pull.”
not supposed to have any socialis-
tic tendencies, yet he made a social-
1stic speech, pure and simple,  But
audience

both himself and his ap-

peared to be oblivious
of the fact,

to the echo at the

perfectly
he

end.

cheerad
The hall
Had these

people been asked to come and hear

aand Was

'1:-!|-'1_\'.

was packed,

a socialist address, by a socialist.

three-fourths of them would not
have been there, The Methodist
preacher and all would have
t‘nlnlr‘mlu'tl and pvrh:—lpH il.llll.‘-il'll
him afterward. Your christian,
like your political partisan, sel-
dom or never reasons, and has
little use for torches unless it be
the “torch of discord:” and cer-
tain. names are to him like the
proverbial *“red rag”’ to a bull,

and he may be hard to lead or

to drive, but can often be “over-
come with guile,”
Freethought

to the intelligent and independent

can only appeal
minded, yet there are Very many
good people who leave to others
their
formation of their ideags and con-

way of. thinking, and the

clusions: Iht'l't‘furt'if the caus=se ol
mental liberty shall more abound
I}H'Htl;.!h {illllllt’t‘llt) ";_r||j],_-"’ where-
fore shall we be adjudged “sinners’?

This is not cowardice: it is ;iil.i.,.
Jjustifiable under

\\.l‘ ‘I'I
neither

macy, strategy,

the conditions. not make
the

change them.

conditions, can we
'l'hv}' are, and 1t is
the part of wisdom that we manage
accordingly,

“Be ve therefore wise as serpents;”’
never mind the “dove” business.
That can be considered later.

F.S. MATTESON.

will :-;n11£,m-itvx:c-[ni\'vi}'. that it
When |

left the East a year ago my inteu-

may be well sustained.

tion was to locate where I could hear
a freethought lecture occasionally
at least; but circumstances have lo-
cated me here for the present, w here
nearly all the wome n and children
and weak minded men belong to
the orthodox churches. The more
substantial male
But when [ ask

them to subscribe for ﬂ'p.-[}pall#-'h'

intelligent and

citizens do not.

Iill‘l'.‘![ll]‘t' Iiu'\' tit'('“llh Lo tlu S0 fn[‘

VATIOUS reasons: some are
and others have struggled so long
that

they think they can not spare the

with the effects of boom times

Inonevy, l’lt'ilm*\f‘!!ll me l]lt‘ I,illlt'

Candle and a copy of the Sunday
School
for truth and justice while living
and eternal sleep when dead.
A, G. DESCENT,
P.S.

ried in IS56. My wife is still with |

me and when death separates us |

she expects to go to Abraham’s |

be crema-

ted. :

bosom and I expect to

Descent of Man. |

| Is there
'witches exist as that Jesus was
|

Man represents the highest de-
velopment of animal life, and is
‘Priy

with apes and monkeys, each

included in the order 1ates’ |
be-
ing of common mammalian descent,
originally tree-dwellers in Tertiary
times. The apes of the old world
are the highest of their class, are
the naarest to man, and are conse-
quently called ‘anthropoids.” They

include gibbons, orangs, chimpan-

zees and gorillas; all being without |

tails and cheek pouches, and havy- :

ing and catarrhine nostrils like |
J e |

man. The gap betweern "1\'lIlZl‘l]|
1 |

and savage man 1s greater th'flll

that between the savage and the'
Man and ape are
similar in life,
gesture and expression. and hoth

anthropoid ape.,

structure, bodily

are subject to the same diseases,

forin  distinet societies, and com-

bine for protection, combination

favoring the development of emo- |

tional and intellectual strength.
Man differs from the ape in that he
has a heavier brain, broader fore-
head, and possesses the power of
building up ideas; he is more erect
perfectly  developed

has a more

vocal mechanism, a better heel and
individual |

Man’s
development reads like a  recapitu-

shorter arm.

iation of his ancestral history. Hi:&-sr

of ll‘-illgg

prolonged infaney helped to evolve
gentleness, as the habit
sticks und stones, and of building
shelters, Man
the antropoid, or man-like ape, |
branched off, in different directions, |

evolved wit. and |

from a common ancestor, rhrr:ngh
many centuries of evolution and |
development as ape-like man |
[Alali] of the Miocene and Pleocene

afraid |

Quarterly and oblige yours|

as savage man [”"nu:
the Paleolithic: as semi-
civilized man | Homo semi i r\-xJ
of the Neolithic: and as civilized
man [ Homo cultus] of the Bronze
Age, reaching eventually, by his
higher development of brain, the
hirhest mari [llumti
sapiens], in the Iron Age. He can
be traced ||_\' his tools and weapons

of rudely chipped flint, with the

l-\u_‘h['{.'l‘fl[ 0l

bones of huge extinet mammals in
(old river beds and limestone cav-
erns, Kent’s cavern, near Torquay,
The
attracted
much attention from its singularly

being especially notable,

Neanderthal skull has
brutal appearance, and appears to
be the nearest approach that has
the
and

The oldest type of man known is

been found, as vyet, to miss-

ing link between man ape.
' characterized by long and narrow
| heads [:llaIivhm'eph:lliv], prominent
stature, and

great thickness of bones, and prom-

‘eyebrows, medium

'inence of ridges denoting great

|muscular  strength.——Agnostic’s

I was born in 1830, mar-| Primer
, :

Question Box.

I[f five hundred men, who lived
nineteen hundred years ago, claimed
to have seen witches, would you
believe in witches?
as good proof that
resurrected?

Is the fact that you never saw
George Washington any proof that
Jesus was divine?

Do orthodox people use deductive
‘or inductive reasoning in trying to
prove their religion? Which is
best, deductive or inductive rea-

'soning?
. If a wayfaring man, though a
fool, need not err therein, why are
there so many Christian denomi-
nations?

Is the religion of humanity very
easily understood? If Jesus had
lived in the 19th century, to what
do think he would

' church
| belong?
. What did Jesug mean when he
' told the orthodox people that they
'were like whited sepulchres;, which
indeed appear beautiful outward,
' but were within full of dead men’s
'bones and of all uncleanliness?
: Did he

ynn

Was Jesus a reformer?

:'try to tear down the orthodox
| churches of his time?
. Did such a man as 8t. John

| makes out Jesus to be, ever exist?
.\ How long after Jesus had died
|did St. John say, “In the begin-

|ning was the Word (Jesug), and the

Word (Jesus) was with God, and
the Word (Jesus) was God?” Did
a man by the name of John ever

lie?
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We give the Torcr or Reason
and the Truth Secker for one year
to new subscribers, for $3. The
Torcuor REasox and Free Thought
Magazine for one vear to new
subsecribers for $1.75.




