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l.r..m]nf the fact that our presi

secularists

i*

Oregon

dent, P. W. Geer, was elected  vice-

ill‘l'.‘hi!ll'lat of the American Secular
[Union al the late congress 1
Chicago.

Secularists, let us put our heads

together and make Silverton purely

Secular, l.et us show the world

that we can establigsh libraries, muse-
and universities [Let

s nen,

women and children become 1nter-
ested in building good streets heau-
tiful gardens and finally a publie
park.

all

gether, make this oneof the prettjest

We can, if we will work to-

and happiest places in the world.

How any sane man can believe
and teach that hecan induce God to
make it rain by praying, is beyond
our comprehension,

During a dry spell people suffer,
and prayer ought to be used to pre-
vent a draught as well as to stop 1t
after it has caused g0 much mental
and physical anguish.

In an account given lately by one
of our reverend }:ruthr-rr-‘, he repre-
sented a person, who believed in the
faith cure for dry weather, as pray-
g day after day until he saw a
little cloud, and finally it rained.
Can it be possible that our friend
believes that it was in answer to

deluded
brother, by clinging to those old

the prayer. O, my poor
fancies you are doing yourself and
your hearers, especially the young,
a great injury.

“Skepticism is the highest of duties,
and blind faith the one unpardon-
able &in.” May your friends and
yvour better judgment help you to

become a wisger and better man.
A

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY.

Those wishing to become members
of the l-lli\'t'l‘.*il_\' l,ihr;n'_\' Associa-
tion may do =0 by contributing one
or more books. -~ The members of the
association may read any book in
the library provided they obey the
rules and instructions of the librar-
1an. P.W.Geer starts the ball rolling
by putting in Cooper’s Complete

W\ en volumes, o el tn th gred Datti 2 .
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You

Ing cause.
not pay you for your pain.,
arc never rewarded tor pain.

“Pain is a result of a violation
of nature’s laws and you need not
expect to be rewarded for your own
the
all
1n;:11‘. and suffering you can.”

A child in its healthful,

play never thinks of

or others (“*HIII‘I“I'III‘!‘, =0 hest

Tlii!lgj te do 18 to }Il'l’\'l‘llt the
active
being sorry
that it exists, and =o it is with the
older children, under proper con-
ditions; theretore to !ll‘illg about
proper conditions in which to grow
and enjoy our existence is the main
thing.

The belief that
in the future for

there i= a reward

those who sutler
Lhiere has been the the cause of muceh
suffering, but it we reject this adle
tale of ftuture bliss, we are at ouce
filled with the idea of

avoid the useless, unrewarded pain

working o

and misery of life,
that

and

But some may say proper

conditions do not exist there-
fore it would have been better if we
had never been born. Let us look at

Yt‘.--:
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that it would have been

this carefully. we believe
better for
and
had

never been born; but that is not all
that 1t

themselves, for their friends

for the world if some people

of this question. Suppose

would have been better if the
world had never existed, this
would not alter the faet that 1t

does exist, and dear reader,you and
I do exist, and now that we do, let
us make the best of of it. Condi-
tions may not be good, but let us
try to make them better and per-

haps before we lay down the weap-

schools more than do the Secularists,
| They think 80 much of these secular in-
stitutions thut they are fearful lest some
¢nemy under the guise of a friend should
enter and destroy them and we believe

that their fears are well grounded for

there is a large class of people who
would introduce their particular religion
them

into these schools and thus make

sectarian and practically parochial in-
stead of free schools where the children
of all classes can enjoy equal privileges.,

It is perfectly natural that catholics
and protesgants alike should endeavor
their religion into

to  introduce our

schools for they believe that 1t means
eternal salvation to those who are taught
to worship as they worship and so we
find the catholic anthorities condemning
our ”;_'l-l“t':-‘-,‘-‘ ]lllillil' schools’”’ and both
protestants and catholics doing all they
can to keep out secular teachers, intro-
ducing bible reading and prayer and in
every way possible teaching their be-
We know

by our own experience and

loved religion. tnis 18 true

although

we blame 1no one, yet we wish to
sound the alarm that our free secular

publiec schools may forever remain free

from the narrow dwarfing clutches of

superstition.
If 1

In;lkt'

were a christian and wished to

our public schools christian

schools, the first thing I would endeavor
llllill \\-:1!]'1 }R‘ to L[l'i l"'l]lT'HI ll[- ”It'

[Let

the children’s books and I can prophesy

_-it'hu-:l-‘[uull\_-, me select or write

what class of people the future citizens

of our great union will be,

Now the christian I.---.!.E-- are not
fools if they do have some ideas
that seeln foolish to us, and
20 we find the school books are full of
christianity., This is not right and it

Sing a low and comforting strain.
“Fear not little maid, God 15 good, and
OLee 1nore

Ihy father shallcome back again.”

—Barnes’ Third Reader,

“The Dlue and the gray are the
colors of (God,
They are seen in the sky at evelnl’
And many a noble, gallant soul
Has found them a passport to heaven.”’

—Barnes’ Fourth Reader,

It was a trying moment for the
poor, little, lonely boy: however,
this time he dida’t a=k
he might or might not do, butdrop-

Tom what
ped on his knees by his bedside, as
he had done every day from his
childhood, to open his heart to Him
who heareth the cry and beareth the
the sorrows of the tender child, and

* ®

the strong man in agony.

Before either Tom Brown or Arthur
left the school-house there was no
room in which it (prayer) had not be-
come the regular custom. I trust it
is g0 still, and that the old heathen
state of things has gone out forever.
— Barnes’ Fifth Reader.

The above are only a few
of many examples where the
christian religion is taught in our

school books, and for
books that
heathenish to

us to ;u]()l.t
teach our children that
it 18 have schools
without prayer; and then pass laws
prohibiting all religious exercises,
seems rather contradictory and ab-
surd, doesn’t it?

We have certainly made a mis-
take.
at the next session of

I.(‘t s rf-mml_v it if ]mr-i-ilnlr'
our legisla-

ture,




