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EVOLUTION

“ Should you ask me why I jM»n<Ier 
On tl e life of n.an prim eval?

W hy 1 linyer in ; ust aye?,
Ay« > ?.« wly I u rg in g  chuLgeg,

M aking man a trifle wiser 
Ah the cycles of tim e go hv?

From the record« 1 would answ er, 
T hat the freedom «if the  present',

Freedom from the priest and prophet, 
All the knowledge, a rt ami science,

Tell the story of the races,
Tell the gains of generations,

Tell the sum of Evolution.
Rem em ber our progenitors.

How they struggle«l with the dem ons, 
W ith the dem ons, the  hobgoblins,

In the  boumlless past so full of m yths ; 
How they  peopled mount and wood­

land,
Vale and woodland wit.i w ierd p h an ­

tom s ;
Saw in ligh tn ing’s lurid  flashes

An angry God hurling vengeance, 
Heard its voice in thunders frightful,

Felt its power ill plague ami tem pest, 
Held in th rall of superstition ;

How followed blind the priest aud seer, 
Loyal to him  who threatened tl.« m

Kissing the hand that plundered tin m,
Believing him who sat en throned 

A pow'er «livine to be obeyed.
How gods ami priests com m anded them 

To In- as slaves or suffer death .
Oh, pi ize the good evolved in tim e— 

The progress made by hum ankind  ;
God with two o ’s! Give it the praise! 

Not priestly prayers wrought it for
us.

Nor victim ’s blood bought it for us,
N or gods nor h eav en s  se n t it h ithe r!

It comes with m arks of toil upon it, 
W ith m arks of toil ami strife upou it,

The outcome of all ages in it, 
Involution w ritten on i t .”

C H U R C H E S  A W  S C H 3 3 L S

.At th e  o p e n in g  o f  th e  p u b lic  
schools in New Y ork C ity  it w as 
found th a t th e  school bu ild ings

J churches very recently to remember with all failings of hum anity, 
that charity  begins at home by Force is not the best teacher.
helping the city in the solution of Kindness, and conditions to grow 
its public school problem. All th a t different in, is w hat people want, 
was asked was that the churches

T H A N K S G IV IN G  S E R M O N .

The following appears in the Secular 
¡Sunday school quarte rly  for the lesson 
of Nov. 15:

It seeing altogether unnecessary to us 
freeth inkers to th an k  a god, even if there 
is one, for doing w hat m ust l>e right if 

i be is a righteous god and therefore doing
....  »» hat is I'k-arl\ hi- . But ihe height

of absurd ity  is reached when we ask

W ith this basic principle to start 
give the c i'y  the use of their tern- with, which no doubt you have al- 
ples cf worship for a brief period, ready thought about, you will un- 
T h e  chu»*' be< have refused. N«»w der-dand our position relative 
it doesseem that there is a large in- the vices of hum anity .
consistency in this refusal. The Our objects you will read in the ; 8UCh a lieing as some imagine him fwhy 
church is itself only a higher school enclosed m em bership blanks. Now, not her) to be. to change bis p lans, or to 
house. There can be no deseera- conditions make ignorance and ig-
tion of the shrines of the F ather norance is the cause of all wrong.

do as he wishes.
Some seem to th ink  th a t there  is great

e i i i i i «tu t  a aa • o i  • a i benefit in th u s thank ing  and praying,of m an k in d  in p e rm ittin g  ch ild ren  lherefore, to a t ta in  o u r O bjects . . .  »* ® J hut we are sure  th a t it is a verv u n h e a lth v
therein to learn to read and write, we must improve conditions and slate of the m ind and th u s  a physical 
“Suffer little  children to come iinio dispel ignorance.
me’ would h a v e  been  an adm irable W hatever is wrong, therefore 
s a l in a t io n  to  a c o m p a n y  th e  wide comes properly w ithin the scope of 
opening o f  the temple doors. our work. By “Temperance, I pre-

in ju iy . This sam e a ttitu d e  of thanks 
ami prayer, if carried  to ex trem es, gives 
the victim w h a t the  old revivalists called 
“ the pow er” ami the w riter has seen 
such a victim  suffering all the  agonies■ A f t  ft ft ft ft f t |  — ' — • “  •  •  w* —'  pn, f ft ft ft A. ' ft '

“To have given the city the use »ume you reter in your letter to in- of a ,„a(1 lnan> and finally ^ colnjng 8O 
of church buildings as tem porary toxicants. We do not m akeaspec- faint ami weak as to lose consciousness 
schools would have been a big and ia ltv o f fighting intem perance more altogether.

If we have thanks to offer, let us offer 
them  to our friends for th e ir m any kind- 

j nesses and if we wish to pray, let us 
pray to the people, by the  use of our

beautiful charity . Ignorance and th an  we do of other ignorances of 
id le n ess  a r e  two of ihe most po- the people. But when we talk
tent factors in I he development of about it, it is alw ays against it of
crime, yet tb»* c h u rc h e s , con fronted course. We however teach the tongues and pens, to arise in th e ir
with an opportunity to taka te n s  intem perate to cultivate self and  Strength, shake off the  n igh tm are of

priestly  rule and save th e  world from 
poverty, m isery ami crim e.

When we see so much of the people’s 
labor wasted in erecting costly buildings 
and supporting  such a large arm y of

of thousands of unschooled ami rely on self and not upon a 
unemployed children off the streets m ythical Jesus or God, nor for the 
and set before them the benefits of sake of either of them, hut for his 
school discipline, have refused. To own and his fam ily’s sa k e , 
he sure, there would have been a We try  to realize th a t we were priests (preachers), when nearly  all th e ir 
considerable am ount of wear and not m a d e  in a  minute but are the is expended in try ing  to m ake us
tear, hut even if the city could not product of unknown ages of evolu- ' e  . om ethin th a t is of no earthly 
, ’ use to us, and a t the best bu t the imagin-
have paid for it, these churches not tiun, and that we will continue to ations of Iuen> we feel like crying out 
already burdened with debt m ight evolute to better or worse condi- in despair; but when we remember our 
easily have made their own repairs, tions, as we m ake those conditions Secular Sunday Schools and  that m any 
and counted the outlay as given to lavorablo or unfavorable. The a ,e  shaking  off their chains of supersti-
the poor and, therefore, lent to the C hnsiiao id«-a th a t man was m ade J1'" 1 <)T̂ er® ‘lv' ak“’K ,roni their self- 

1 ’ ’ rsh sleep ol indifference, we take cour-
Lord.

“ It is very difficult sometimes t< 
comprehend the process of reason- nd-chiet. 
ing which guide religious bodies.

jc '. - v t  a.,.l has degeuerated, age an)l crv, 0 „ , toa9ure andg|o.
d«»ne «Hid is  d o in g  a  g r e a t  d e a l of rious victory over the hosts of ignorance 

and frau d .’ 0 ,  Secular friends, while 
I t is m e idea th a t gave  rise to others »re gorging them selves with rich

were inadequate to the demand and The converted heathen in India, the u se  of force to correct had con- iood, g i\in g  puei ile th an k s , or offering 
vain p rayers lor relief in these, th e h a rd -

fo r awlule m any children were 
l nrm*d a wav for want of room. In 
the emergency thus oeca.fi o ,,ed , 
Mayor Sirong appealed t > th e ( J e r i s -  
tians for the privilege ot using their 
churches until additional school- 
houses could he provided. T h is ,!

however, will not outshine the d u n , when in reality  bad conduct, ti.oe^ that our beloved country has 
saved children of New York in th a t is» due largely to heredity, ra th e r ¡ever know n, let us th in k  as we have
n e x t w o rld , w h e re  th e re  is neither than  willful desire. 1 he faculty never though t before. L et us resolve to
race nor creed.” in every individual tha t is strong- . d ° we can» 6e it little  or m uch, to

-------------------  est, always predominates. I f  a t ‘ brin.K about a condition w hen, in stead

the moment, it is the desire toHER WORK STILL LIVES. of th e ir  being a prem ium  placed on by 
pocrisy, there  will be the  h ighest incen­
tives for the honest expression of though t,The following letter was written drink , the person will drink. Ih e

however, was refused, and the New by the late Katie Kehm Sm ith in thing, therefore to do, is to find the a condition th a t will lessen the  necessity 
York Journal has had the courage 
to rebuke them in the following 
style:

“ ‘And now ahideth faith, hope

answer to our in juirv when we bestm eans to cultivate that desire for poor m iserable h u m an ity  to long for
first talked of en listing 'in  the ranks out in  the shortest tim e and culti- a «he sk y ; for ,»ace and  bar-

B  ft a I  •» a  • • t £ • mony will reign here on ea rth , and th is
of the O. S. S. I .:

Casti. r K ehm , O regon C ity , O r.,
vate the opposite desire iu. If in 
reality, we have evoluted from an

is heaven.
Cham pions of tru th , look the  great 

question of reform squarely in the  faceand charity ; but the greatest of May 30, E. M. 29.5.__M. P. and J. ancestry whiHi in ages gone, was
these is charity .’ That is a dis-i K. Hosm er, Tillamook, Or., Dear far below us, perhaps we should be j today, and resolve to cast aside self-in- 
tin c tly  C hristian sentim ent culled friends: I am very glad you wrote satisfied th a t we are as far ahead as tere-4t an*J 8° forth to battle  tor the  true 
from the hook to which the churches to me, and glad that we have such wc are and encouraged over it. n o t ' a ' >n ° our rate-
look for their creeds and their in- m aterial as I feel sure you are, in despondent, and go whipping those
spiration. ‘C harity  h gins at home.’ Tillamook, to help our valued who are only a little  behind us.
That is d istinctly  a pagan senti- friend and Secular cham pion, Mr. Give them time and opportunity
m ent, horn of hard  common sense | C. E. Reynolds, in the cause.
and experience. The reconciliation 
of these two sentim ents, C hristian 
and Pagan, in practice is easy, and

and they will catch up. T hat is 
the idea of Secularism with refer-

Gem of T h o u g h t:
“ The beam s sm ile on, and  heaven 

serene
Still Itends, as though no prayers 

had b e e n ;
And the breezes m oan, as still they 

wave,
W hen man is powerless, heaven

I t is my judgm ent, also, th a t
your conclusions as to who should ence to all reforms. Help the peo- 
be adm itted to affiliate with us as grow more perfect,

its results are always beneficent, stated in the la tter part of vour No doubt you can be of great 
Nevertheless m any thoughtful men letter, are right. assistance to us. We want to bend
find grave difficulty in accounting People are w hat they are,and they the twigs in Tillam ook, th a t is, the  c arsner, of W agner, the place 
for the frequency with which the have to grow to be different: So if children, and we w ant a  Secular where K atie Kehm Sm ith died, he
churches fail to effect that recon- we w ant them different, we m ust Church and 8. S. S. there. Can agk8 what we are going to do in re-
ciliation. Yet church congregations help them to grow and not shun you not take hold of it? We are garti t0 buying a m onum ent for
are largely composed of men who them. If a person gets angry, and ««re Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds, and th is brave little  woman. The peo-
display practical sense in the con- you become angry too, th a t does several others whom we had the ’ nie there have raised f if tv  d o l la r s
j s t w a r t & a t a :  -  ...................... .....................> ........ .............................................................. ......■

“  "■ “ V K 4 7 .  ...................... - ............. . ™ .....
do not get angry  when he does, but again r  Sincerely, ' I w iping to help in th is m atter
remain gentle tha t helps to grow’ ' - - -

cannot save .’ —Stevenson.

In a recent letter from W arren

illogical
tim ental ways of th inking only 
when they are asked to handle 
church  m atters in a business wav. 

“ M ayor Strong appealed to the it out of him. It is so in principle,
K a tie  K ehm S m ith . should

See’y O. S. S. Ü. once.
write to Mr. C arsner at

I

oeca.fi

