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HOOD RIVER LODGE 1507

Neon revival is just one part
of extensive repairs at Elks

said lodge veterans are
unsure how long it had been
since the vivid blue tubes and
distinctive Elks clock symbol
were illuminated.

In mid-December, Neon
Gods of Portland got the Elks

B By Kirby Neumann-Rea

Columbia Gorge News

NICONIC BEACON IS
revived at the corner
f Cascade and Third

streets in Hood River, at Elks  sign fully operational again.

Lodge 1507. Plenty of other activity is hap-
The lodge’s 60-year-old pening to renew the down-

neon sign is back on line town anchor building where,

perhaps coincidentally, a

in all its blue-and-yellow
12-foot mystery monolith

glory, and there is new power

behind the 11 O’Clock Elk appeared in the parking lot
image. last week (see photo).

Yet the sign restoration In addition to the sign up-
is just one element in the grade and bar redo, projects
biggest set of repairs and have included placing four
upgrades ever done at inches of insulation in the

roof, where no insulation had

the building, according to
been, repairing or replacing

Exalted Ruler Derek Larson.

“The building is virtually ~ windows throughout the
empty, so it’s been a good facility, and upgrades to the
time to do it,” said Larson of ~ patio and the front of the

building, including ongoing
repairs to the portico over the
main entrance on Cascade
Avenue.

“There was substantial
rot, so it was good to do it
now,” Larsen said. “With the
building closed, we knew we

the building repairs. “With
the COVID-19 orders we
couldn’t open or do business
as a club, but the officers and
I knew that this was a chance
to do some updates.”

One of the main projects is
a complete remodeling of the

bar and lounge. wanted to let members know
“It's decades of work that ~ that their dues are being put

was long overdue,” Larsen to good use”

said The changes are either
Elks members believe the  inside or not obvious, with

neon system went dark at the exception of the sign.

around 20 years ago. Larsen ~ Work to get it lit again started

Michael Mintz, left, and Kyle Lembke repair the neon in the Hood
River Elks Lodge, in November photo at top right. Mintz and Lembke
of Portland’s Neon Gods made several trips to Hood River to repair, re-
place and reconnect the tubes and operation of the 1940s sign, Kirby
Neumann-Rea photos

Submittted photos

Jordan McHale, at right, and Sean Bohince, inside, of Botech in Hood
River, install new windows on the main floor of Elks, one of number of
structural upgrades to the building.

Kirby Neumann-Rea photos
Michael Mintz photo at right

in November, and took
several visits by the sign
repair experts to restore the
brightness, though Neon
Gods’ owner Michael Mintz
said he is monitoring it after
one or two sections proved
stubborn.

“It was a fun challenge to
patch the sign back together,”
Mintz said. Neon Gods’ work
has included other Elks facil-
ities and the historic Aladdin
and Laurelhurst theaters in
Portland. Mintz and Kyle
Lembke replaced most of the
sign’s neon system, where a
set of transformers had long-
since stopped working.

Larsen said that last
year he found a weathered
hand-written sign reading

“this doesn’t work” sign in-
side the electrical box serving
the sign.

It does now.

The Elk image and faux
clock face has a new LED sys-
tem, designed and installed
by Lembke. The clock peren-
nially reads 11 o'clock.

“The hour of eleven has a
tender significance,” accord-
ing to Elks.org.“Whatever
his lot in life may be, When
this hour fall upon the dial
of night the great heart of
Elkdom swells and throbs. It
is the golden hour of recol-
lection, the homecoming of
those who wander, the mystic
call of those who will come
no more.’
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Becky Fry

541-490-3176
Becky@DonNunamaker.com
www.Bfry.DonNunamaker.com

OR & WA Broker 2495 Cascade, Hood River, OR 97031

VProfessmnaI Pavers &?ofsu

Jeff Burns s =

1767 12th St. #384
Hood River, OR 97031
OR CCB #215531

WA #PROFFPC831L7

Office 541.386.1227
Cell 541.399.3360
services@hrpropavers.com
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VAIL-ROLLINS

Your Personal Oregon Broker

Gary Johnson, Lmt
Therapeutic & Relaxation Massage

www.GaryJohnsonMassage.com

Hood River, OR

503.908.3664 | License #18929

Jeremy Lane, Owner

Excavation ¢ Septic Systems ¢ Stump Removal

1767 12th St. #276 Hood River
lanesexcavation @ gorge.net

TAYLOR

AUTOMOTIVE

“Our goal is to treat every customer
as we would want to be treated.”

« TUNE-UPS « BRAKES - TIMING BELTS //(
AND SO MUCH MORE
3 Like us on Facebook for the best deals

et
1139 Tucker Rd « Hood River (in front of the bowlmg aIIey)
541.386.3333 . taylorautomotiveonline.com

Michael Schock

Vice President

Wealth Advisor

4800 Meadows Rd., Suite 400

Lake Oswego, OR 97035
503-534-3428 or 541-214-4178
michael.schock@morganstanley.com

© 2017 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC.
Member SIPC. crcis96709

https://fa.morganstanley.com/michael.schock

HOOD RIVER | THE DALLES | WHI

Kim Horton
Sales Representative

cell 315-708-2819
khorton@gorgenews.com

Columbia Gorge News

TE SALMON

P.O. Box 390, Hood River, OR 97031
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Ben Tibbets

541-993-9310

Jim Tibbets

541-980-3986

DON NUNAMAKER

REALTORS

Jill Guenther
OREGON BROKER

541.490.3156

2495 CASCADE, HOOD RIVER, OR 97031

“Helping people find their place”

HOOD RIVER | THE DALLES | WHITE SALMON

Columbia Gorge News

Niki Piacente Digital Ad Director

541-296-2141 ext. 101 | cell 503-866-9874

nikip@gorgenews.com
P.O. Box 1910, The Dalles, OR 97058

Pre Engineered Steel Building
Residential & Commercial
All Phases of Construction

541-490-2764
SIMURDAKCONST@AOL.COM

SIMURDAK.COM

Tarot Card
| Readings
iChakra Balancing
¢ AuraClensing R
Med.ltatléns Class »
5th Generauon
Born gifted psychic

Readings
by Linda

.- 202 Cascade Ave u eH’j
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SIMURDAK CONSTRUCTION INC

QuaLrty BuiLbing

GREG SIMURDAK

3780 Eagle Loop Suite 100
Hood River OR 97031
OR #183651- WA #SIMURC1911BT

Crown Chakra
Third Eye Chakra
Throat Chakra
Heart Chakra
Solar Plexus Chakra
Sacral Chakra
Se Habla
Espanol

aodRiver, OR | 541-399-1306
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OPEN FOR BUSINESS

I
A KOONCE

WOODWORKING LLC

call today 541-399-3259
anything is possible.

Oregon CCB#227685
kooncewoodworking.com

General Contractor

OR LJC. #3393

AVALON BIOSSAGE

Debra Lutje CMT, LMT
541-296-9303

avalonbiossage@gmail.com




