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F orthose  early  se ttle rs  a ll phases  o f liv ing  w ere  ra the r rugged  or prim itive  by  m odern  

s tanda rds . T ranspo rta tion  w as  a foo t or by  horses , horseback , ca rt, buckboa rd , buggy, 

ligh t w agon  or lum ber w agon . C om m un ica tion  w as  the  sam e. M ail w as  w hen  you  w en t 

to  the  P ost O ffice  fo r it, 5  to  20  m iles  aw ay  or  w hen  a ne ighbo r cam e  by  and  brough t it.

T here  used  to  genera lly  be  a F ourth  o f  Ju ly  p icn ic  a t som e  conven ien t p lace  w here  m ost 

ne ighbo rs  fo r m iles  around  ga the red  and  v is ited , p layed  gam es, and  had  a po tluck  

d inne r. T hen  a t va rious  ho lidays  in  the  fa ll and  w in te r  they  ga the red  a t som e  fa rm  hom e  

fo r dances  and  genera lly  danced  till day ligh t.

T here  w ere  num erous  schoo ls  in  the  area  a t d iffe ren t tim es. O ne  o f the  firs t w as  abou t 

tw o  m iles be low  B utte  F a lls  a t S choo l H ouse  F la t w h ich  se rved  peop le near here  and  

peop le  w ork ing  a t a  saw  m ill on  B ig  B utte  C reek  abou t a  m ile  be low  the  C ob le igh  B ridge , 

ow ned  by  W ilcox  and  S everance  in  the  1870 's . M r. and  M rs. B .F .C . E dm ondson  w ere  the  

paren ts  o f Lee , C harley  and  B en E dm ondson and  M rs. Lo ttie  A llen , M rs. M agg ie  P atton , 

and  M rs. O ra  G ordon . M rs. P atton  w as born  the re . M r. and  M rs. H a le  a lso  lived  and  

w orked  the re  and  w ere  the  paren ts  o f K izz ie  E dm ondson .

M ost early  se ttle rs  m ade  the ir liv ing  by  hun ting , trapp ing , m aking  shakes  or posts  to  se ll 

in  the  va lley  and  ra is ing  a  few  ca ttle . M ost o f  them  hau led  in  the ir  w in te r  supp lies o f 

flou r, suga r, co ffee , po ta toes , bacon , beans  and  o the r  necessa ry  item s  in  the  early  fa ll 

be fo re  the  roads  go t too  bad , and  avo ided  hav ing  to  go  to  M edfo rd  or  o the r va lley  

tow ns  m uch  in  the  w in te r  excep t in  em ergenc ies .

M y  grand fa ther  P arke r  w as  an  o ld  tim e  coun try  docto r and  w as  ca lled  fo r m iles  around  

to  de live r  a baby, or  fo r  a  case  o f m eas les , d iph the ria , or o the r a ilm ents .

A no the r  early  schoo l w as  the  H ig inbo tham  S choo l, bu t I don 't rem em ber jus t w here  it 

w as. A  schoo l used  to  be  on  the  presen t P rospect road  by  the  o ld  M edco  log  pond  in  the  

early  1890 's . La te r it w as  changed  to  a p lace  east o f  the  north  part o f  the  presen t 

T hom pson  R anch , and  abou t 1904  to  jus t north  o f the  o ld  P arke r p lace . M y  fa the r 

taught the re  a t tha t tim e . A bou t the  sam e  tim e  there  w as  a  schoo l on  the  o ld  G oss  R oad  

abou t 8  m iles  above  B utte  F a lls . A no the r early  schoo l w as  the  M r. P itt S choo l on  the  F ish  

Lake R oad  w here  G eorge R ow den  lives . A no the r  o ld  schoo l w as  near  the  Lea the rm an  

p lace  on  the  O bencha in R oad  w h ich  w as  la te r changed  to  a p lace  near  w here  the


