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C ory  H am ann

B ig  B utte  H isto rica l S ociety

I don 't know  w ho  firs t ow ned  the  fie ld  back  o f tow n  bu t D ave D un lap, and  H ukill &  

K e lley  w ere  invo lved  in  early  days, W est o f  tow n  on  the  O bencha in  R oad  w as  the  P erry  

p lace , the  E dsa ll p lace , the  B ob  W righ t p lace  and  the  O bencha in p lace  w as  jus t over the  

sum m it o f  the  m ounta in , and  on  tow ard  R ound  Top  w as  the  o ld  C ham bers  p lace . Then  

dow n  B ig  B utte  C reek  w ere  the  H ig inbo thans, C offm ans, M cK ees  and  C ob le ighs am ong  

o thers .

A n  Ind ian  m assacre  o f 4  or  5  w hite  m en  w as  reported  a t R ancheria P ra irie  in  1859 , bu t 

from  ev idence  found  it is m ore  probab le  they  w ere  k illed  by  renegade  w hites, ou tlaw s  

w ho  b lam ed  the ir ravages  on  the  Ind ians. M ost o f the  land  be tw een  B utte  Fa lls  and  

R ancheria  w as  surveyed  by  governm ent surveyors in  1855  and  no  m ention  is m ade  in  

them  o f  any  Ind ians be ing  encoun te red .

M ost o f  the  early  w hite  se ttle rs  took  w hat w as  ca lled  P reem ption  C la im s by  w hich  they  

cou ld  ge t 160  acres  o f land  by  m aking  the ir hom e  on  it. S o, they  genera lly  se lected  good  

open  m eadow  land  w here  they  had  good  hay  and  fa rm  ground , o ften  near a  creek  or  

spring . A m ong  the  early  such  hom es  w ere  the  G eppert p lace , now  the  P ingle  R anch , the  

D ailey  p lace , now  occup ied  partly  by  the  M edco  log  pond  now  used  by  the  F ish  and  

G am e  C om m iss ion , the  John  C ook p lace  now  ow ned  by  G ivans, the  Lee  E dm ondson  

p lace , the  B .F .C  E dm ondson  p lace , the  Thom pson p lace , the  D oc  P arker p lace , back  o f 

w here  M edco's  C am p  4  w as, the  so  ca lled  80  A cre  p lace , ow ned  by  A aron B eck  and  la te r 

by  M r. E lson . Just east o f B utte  Fa lls  the  B en Fredenburg  p lace . Then  on  W illow  C reek  

the  A lv in  B isbers tead t p lace  w hich  is now  m ostly  covered by  the  sou th  ha lf o f W illow  

Lake . Then  be low  tha t w as  the  S tan ley  p lace , la te r the  P enn ington  p lace , be low  tha t  w as  

the  Tungate  p lace  near Frank  E dm ondson 's  and  the  B ea l p lace  nearby.  The  C harley  

P arker p lace  w as  N W  o f  w here  the  C ounty  had  a rock  crusher near B ow en  C reek. The  

P oo le  p lace  w as  w here  R em son's  lived  in  the  o lder house .

The  earlies t inhab itan ts  w e  know  o f in  th is  area  w ere  the  Ind ians, bu t I do  no t know  

w hat tribes  they  be longed  to , or if  they  lived  here  m ore  or less perm anently or if  they  

jus t cam e  here  to  hun t or  seek  o ther  food  such  as  cam as roo ts , w hich  w ere  genera lly  

abundan t in  m any  m eadow s. The  find ing  o f m any  arrow  and  spear heads  and  m orta rs , 

e tc . prove  tha t they  frequen ted  certa in  parts  o f  th is  area.
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