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P eop le  w ho  are  rea lly  successfu l im p lem en ting  th is  sk ill 
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A s  fa rfe tc h ed  a s  th is  so u n d s ,  it  is  a n  a c tu a l  c o n v e r­

sa tio n  b e tw ee n  a  c h ild  a n d  a  p a re n t w h o  h a d  le a rn e d  

to  k e ep  th e  m o n k e y  o n  th e  b a c k  o f th e  c h ild  w h o  

o w n e d  th e  p ro b le m .  S h e  h a d  le a rn e d  th a t  te e n s  lo v e  to  

“ h it”  u s ,  lik e  M a rk  d id  in  th is  s itu a tio n .

T h e  w h o le  id e a  is  to  g e t  th e  p a re n t  d e fen d in g ,  a d v is ­

in g , a n d  d e m a n d in g . T h e n  th e  c h ild  g o e s  in to  h is /h e r  

ju d g e  ro le  w ith  s ta te m e n ts  su c h  a s ,  “ T h a t ’s  n o t  fa ir ,”  o r , 

“ I c a n ’t d o  th a t.”  B e fo re  lo n g  th e  p a re n t to ta lly  o w n s  a  

p ro b le m  th e  c h ild  a c tu a lly  n e e d s  to  le a rn  to  so lv e .

A n a ly z in g  th is s itu a tio n , w e  se e  th a t th e  m o th er  

d id  n o t c r itic ize  M ark ’s th in k in g  b y  sa y in g , “ T h a t ’s  

s tu p id . D o n ’t y o u  d a re  d o  th a t! ’ S h e  d id  n o t te ll h im  

w h a t to  d o : “ I f  y o u  w a n t to  g o  to  th a t c o n c e r t b a d ly  

e n o u g h ,  y o u ’ll  g e t  o u t  a n d  g e t  y o u rse lf  a n  h o n e st  jo b .”  

A n d  M o m  d id  n o t u se a n g e r , g u ilt, in tim id a tio n  o r  

o rd e rs  su c h  a s ,  “A s  lo n g  a s  y o u  liv e  in  m y  h o u se  y o u ’re  

n o t  g o in g  to  ta lk  lik e  th a t!”

T h is  m o th er  re m e m b e re d  th e  re sp o n se ,“ T h a t ’s  a n  

o p tio n ,” w ill a p p ly  re g a rd le s s o f th e s tu p id ity  o f a  

te e n ’s su g g e stio n . A  te e n ’s in a p p ro p ria te su g g es tio n  

u su a lly  h a s  p a re n ts d o in g  a ll th e  th in k in g  a n d  u lti­

m a te ly  ta k in g  o v e r  o w n e rsh ip  o f  th e  p ro b le m .

T h e  se c o n d  sk ill  M o m  u sed  w a s  to  th in k  o f  a ll th e  

a d v a n ta g e s to M ark ’s so lu tio n o f se llin g d ru g s.  

H o w ev e r , sh e s ta te d th e m  in ra th e r n e g a tiv e , y e t 

e n th u s ia s tic ,  te rm s .  A s  y o u  c a n  te ll f ro m  th e  d ia lo g , it 

b le w  M ark ’s m in d , a n d  h e  sw itc h e d  in to  th e  ro le  o f  

te llin g  h e r  w h a t  w a s  w ro n g  w ith  d e a lin g  d ru g s .

T h e  th ird  th in g  M o m  k n e w , w a s  th a t M ark  c o u ld  

le a rn  f ro m  th is  ty p e  o f  d ia lo g  b e c a u se  sh e  h a d  a  re a ­

so n a b ly  g o o d  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  h im  a n d  th in g s  h a d  

g o n e  w e ll  d u rin g  h is  c h ild h o o d .

T A T  e ll, if y o u g u y s d o n ’t lo v e m e e n o u g h to  

V  V g iv e  m e  m o re  a llo w a n c e , I ’ll ju s t h a v e  to  s ta r t  

se llin g  d ru g s!”

“ I g u e ss  th a t ’s  a n  o p tio n ,”  sa id  M o m .

“ T h a t ’s a n  o p tio n ?  W h a t d o  y o u  m e a n  th a t ’s a n  

o p tio n ? ”

M o m  sh ru g g e d  a n d  sa id ,  “ T h a t ’s  o n e  w a y  to  so lv e  

y o u r  p ro b le m .”

“ Y o u ’v e  g o t to  b e  c ra z y ! W h a t a re  

tio n e d  M a rk .

“ N o th in g ,”  re p lied  M o m . “ E v e n  th o u g h  I lo v e  y o u  

m o re  th a n  a n y th in g  in  th e  w o rld , th e  tim e  h a s  c o m e  

w h e n  y o u  h a v e to  d e c id e fo r y o u rse lf h o w  y o u  a re  

g o in g  to  liv e  y o u r  life .”

“ N o  w a y ! Y o u ’re  o n  so m e th in g . O th e rw ise  y o u ’d  b e  

g iv in g  m e  a  lo t o f  g rie f  a b o u t  th is ! D o  y o u  k n o w  th a t 

I  c o u ld  g e t c au g h t  fo r  d e a lin g ?  I  c o u ld  g o  to  ja il!”

“ D o n ’t w o rry . M a y b e  y o u ’ll m ak e  e n o u g h  m o n e y  

d e a lin g  th a t y o u  c a n  h ire  so m e  g o o d  la w y e rs to  g e t 

y o u  so m e  lig h t  tim e .  I ’m  su re  y o u ’v e  th o u g h t  it  a ll o u t. 

A n y w ay , ju s t th in k , if  y o u  g e t c a u g h t, th e  s ta te  w ill 

ta k e c a re o f y o u . Y o u d o n ’t h a v e to w o rry a b o u t 

a llo w a n c e , ro o m  a n d  b o a rd  o r  a n y th in g .”

“ W a it a m in u te ! H o w  a m  I su p p o sed  to g o to  

c o lle g e ?”

M o m  la id  b a c k  o n  th e  c o u c h  a n d  sa id ,“ O h ,  y o u  w o n ’t 

b e  in  th e  s la m m e r fo re v e r . W ith  g o o d  b e h a v io r y o u ’ll 

g e t  o u t  a n d  g o  to  c o lle g e  la te r .  Y o u  m ig h t  e v e n  b e  b e tte r  

p re p a re d  b e c au se  y o u ’ll  h a v e  m o re  life  e x p e rie n c e s .”

“ T h is  is  w e ird ,  m a n !  A re  y o u  ju s t  g o in g  to  s it  th e re  

a n d  le t m e  ru in  m y  life ? D o n ’t y o u  e v en  c a re  a b o u t 

w h a t h a p p en s to  m e ? I c a n ’t lis ten  to  th is ! T h is is  

b lo w in g  m y  m in d !”

A n d  h e  s to m p e d  o u t  o f  th e  ro o m .
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“ T h a t ’s a n  O p tio n !”

L O V E  A N D  L O G IC » L O V E  A N D  L O G IC v L O V E  A N D  L O G IC * L O V E  A N D  L O G IC * L O V E  A N D  L O G IC v L O V E  A N D  L O G IC » L O V E  A N D  L O G IC v L O V E  A N D  L O G IC » L O V E  A N D  L O G IC V L O V E  A N D  L O G IC

D ID O T  O N V  3 A O T * D ID Q T  O N V  3 A O T A D ID O T  O N V  3 A O TD ID Q T  O N V  3 A O T a  D ID O T  Q N V 3 A O T A D ID Q T  O N V  3 A O T A D ID Q T  O N V  3 A O T A D ID Q T  Q N V  3 A O T A D ID O T  O N V 3 A O T a  D ID Q T  O N V  3 A O T

http://www.loyeandlogic.com

