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cam ps  and  in  ten  years , w e  have  only  

a ttended  one  out-o f-s ta te  inv ita tiona l.

B ecause  the  schoo l is so  sm all, 

the  pressu re  to  engage  in  activ ities  

is im m ense . F or exam ple , jus t KJIHGFEDCBAone  

s tudent choos ing  to  com pete  a t a  

speech m eet, over partic ipating  in  

a  sports  even t, m igh t d isqua lify  the  

schoo l from  com pe ting  in  the  sport 

because  the  team  is now  too  sm a ll.

problem . W hen  non-team  m em bers  

see  how  e ffortless ly  speech s tudents  

speak in  c lass  and  com ple te  w ritten  

ass ignm ents , they  s ta rt to  th ink  tha t 

m aybe  the re  is  som eth ing  va luab le  in  

com peting  in  speech and  deba te. 

Lynn: T hey  love  the  ability  to  be  ab le  

to  ta lk  o thers  in to  a lm ost anyth ing. 

I s top  them  on  the  s treet on  the ir 

w ay  to  or from  lunch , and  ask  them  

to  jo in  the  team . W hen  they  observe  

the  sk ills  gained  th rough  speech and  

deba te  by  fe llow  s tudents , they  w ant 

to  jo in .

fron t o f actua l s takeho lde rs . T he  

idea  cam e  from  a  fo rm er E ugene  

deba ter and  M edfo rd  coach, M atthew  

E ldridge. B ecause  o f h is  experiences  

in  the  w orld  o f com pe titive  speech, 

M atthew  exp la ined  to  the  hosting  

organ iza tion  that h igh  schoo l deba te rs  

w ou ld  illum inate  the  d iscussion  

because  o f the ir tra in ing  in  deve lop ing  

log ica l argum en ts  based  on  ev idence  

and  reasoning. Local c itizens  w ro te  the  

reso lu tions , and M atthew  m odified  

the deba te  fo rm a t to  a llow  the  

aud ience  to  ask questions . A t the  end  

o f the  day, adu lts  w ho  knew  noth ing  

about com petitive  deba te  w ere  

am azed  a t the though tfu lness  and  

c la rity  o f h igh  schoo l s tudents .
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> Tell us about your favorite m em ory  

of  the  activity  or an experience that 

left a lasting im pact on  you.

Jan  and  Lynn: In  S ep tem ber 2013, the  

B utte  F a lls team , a long  w ith  tw o  o the r 

schoo ls , partic ipa ted  in  a  com m unity  

deba te  about a  rea l prob lem  in

> How  has coaching changed  you?

Jan: C oaching  speech  and deba te  has  

g iven  m e  an inva luab le  opportun ity  

to  assoc ia te w ith  ta len ted  and  

insp ira tional young  people  w ho  

rem ind  m e  every  day  that the  fu ture  

is bright. C oach ing  a ffords  m e  the  

ability  to  apprec ia te  teenagers and  the  

challenges  tha t they  face  in  life . 

Lynn: C oach ing  has  changed  m e  

because  I see w hat our s tuden ts g ive  

up  in  the  short-term  fo r life -chang ing 

skills and  ab ilities .

> W hat w ould  your advice be  to  a new  

coach? W hat advice  w ould  you  give  

to  a coach  w ho  is  feeling  burned  

out?

Jan and  Lynn: O ne  th ing  tha t can  be  

a  b ig  he lp  fo r both  a  new  coach  and  a  

vete ran  w ho  is  fee ling  burned  ou t is  to  

develop  a  coach ing  team . S haring  the  

respons ib ilities , hav ing  ano ther  person  

to  ta lk  to  about issues, or to  genera te  

ideas is extrem e ly  he lp fu l. E ven  if 

everyone  is new  to  the  activ ity , the  

learn ing  cu rve  w ill be  sm aller and  the  

ava ilab le  energy  grea ter on  a  team .

> W hat aspects  of speech  and debate  

participation  are m ost attractive  to  

your students?

Jan: O bvious ly , our s tuden ts  like  to  

w in  troph ies , but they  a lso  apprec ia te  

how  the  sk ills  they  lea rn  cross-apply  

to  the ir o ther  academ ic  endeavors . 

E ssays and  te rm  papers  becom e  easy. 

G iv ing  ora l presen tations  in  c lass  is no

> How  does  participation  in  speech  

and  debate  change your students?  

Jan: S peech  and  debate  exposes  

partic ipants  to  the  w orld  outs ide  o f 

the ir  ru ra l com m un ity . T eam  m em bers  

o ften  gradua te  a t the  top  o f the ir 

c lass , and rea lize  that they  can  go  to  

co llege. T hey  ga in  con fidence  and  

rea lize  tha t they  can  dream  b ig . 

Lynn: T hey  are  bette r able  to  look  a t 

both  s ides o f a ll s ituations  and  dec ide  

upon  proper course  o f action.

> W hat goals  w ould  you  have your 

students set for the  com ing  year?  

Jan and  Lynn: B utte  F a lls requires  

s tuden ts  to  w rite  goa ls  fo r the  school 

year. W e  expect tha t the  team  

m em bers  w ill cha llenge  them se lves  

to  do  w hat seem s  d ifficu lt, be  it 

com peting  in  a  new  even t, m entoring  

a  younger s tudent, or qua lify ing  to  

s ta te  or  to  na tiona ls . W e  hope  each  

s tudent m akes  new  friends, v is its  new  

p laces, learns  new  th ings , and  has  fun  

as  part o f  the  team .

> W hat is the m ost im portant th ing  

you  w ant your students  to  take  aw ay 

from  th is  activity?

Jan: T he  confidence  to  handle  

w hatever happens in  the ir  lives . 

Lynn: W e  hope  tha t w hen  s tudents  

fin ish  the ir h igh  schoo l com pe titive  

ca ree rs , that they  take  w ith  them  

the  rea liza tion  tha t they  have  gained  

life long  sk ills , and  the  con fidence  to  

com pe te  in  an ever-chang ing 

w orld .
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