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speech and  debate?KJIHGFEDCBA

Jan: in  1977, 1 caugh t the  speech  and  

deba te  bug  w hen  I jo ined  the C herry  

C reek  H igh  S choo l S peech  T eam  in  

D enver, C o lorado. M y  com pe titive  

ca reer  w as life -chang ing; I found  m y  

pass ion. A fte r gradua tion, I s ta rted  

judg ing  and  d id  som e  ass is tan t 

coaching. S oon  I rea lized  that I w anted  

to  support o the r teenagers  in  an  

activ ity  that I found  so  rew ard ing  a t 

the ir  age .

Lynn: I got invo lved  in  1989  because  

o f m y  w ife ,  Jan . I dec ided  to  becom e  

a  coach  because I know  the  va lue  o f 

speak ing  w ell and  unders tand  tha t 

log ic  is  our m ost im portan t in te llec tua l 

too l.

> Did  you  have any speech and  debate  

m entors? If so, w ho  w ere  they, and  

w hat did  they  teach  you?

Jan: S peech  and  deba te  com pe titors  

teach  m e  abou t perseverance , 

com m itm en t, loya lty , friendsh ip, and  

life . A dd itionally , fou r ind iv iduals  

are  huge  in fluences  on  m y  coach ing  

ca reer.

M y  h igh  schoo l coach, G ary  

A ddington , has been  a  m entor and  

supportive  friend  fo r m ore  than  

35  years . H e  believed  in  m e  as a  

com petitor  and  a fte r I graduated  from  

co llege, he  gave  m e  the  opportun ity  

to  be  an  ass is tant coach  a t C herry  

C reek. F rom  G ary  I learned  the

in tricac ies  o f m anag ing  a  team , the  

im portance  o f g iv ing  back, and  the  

va lue  o f partic ipa tion, over  w inn ing .

Jane B erry -E dd ings o f S prague  

H igh  S choo l is  an  exem p la ry  ro le  

m odel.  Jane is the  d irec tor  o f the  

O regon  S tate  S peech  and D eba te  

C ham p ionsh ips . In  th is  capac ity , 

she  w orks  hard  to  dem ystify  the  

com pe tition , and  to  m ake  the  

a ttend ing  schoo ls  fee l w anted  and  

im portan t.

S outh  O regon  D istric t C hair R ob  

M oeny  o f N orth  V alley  H igh  S chool 

is  a  w onderfu l m entor. H e  has  a  

ca lm  dem eanor and is  an  e ffec tive  

prob lem -so lver. H e  engenders  a  sp irit 

o f  co llabora tion  and  is  com m itted  

to  do ing  w hat is righ t fo r the  

com petitors .

F ina lly , the  H ead  C oach  o f  the  

B utte  F alls  T eam , M arc ia  S tew art- 

W arren, taught m e  about coach ing  

and  teach ing  in  a  sm a ll ru ra l 

com m unity . S he  is  an  exceptiona lly  

ta len ted  educator  w ho  exem p lifies  the  

v irtues  o f in tegrity , ded ica tion , and  

perseverance .

Lynn: M y  w ife , Jan, show ed  m e  

the  va lue  o f  com pe titive  speech  

and  deba te. D r. D avid  F rank  a t the  

U nivers ity  o f O regon  cha llenged  m e  

to  articu la te  in  w ritten  fo rm  how ■ 

speech  and  deba te  app lies  in  the  rea l 

w orld . D r. K ev in  K usw a, cu rrently  a t 

W hitm an  C o llege , taught m e  about

> Tell us a little  about your school and  

the  features  that m ake  your program  

unique.

Jan and  Lynn: B utte  F alls C harte r 

S chool is  an extrem e ly  sm a ll schoo l 

w ith  approx im ate ly  70  s tudents , m any  

o f w hom  are  liv ing  a t or be low  the  

poverty  line. T he  school is  located  in  

a  ru ra l S outhern  O regon  com m unity  

o f  few er than  500  inhab itants . B utte  

F alls is 30  m inutes  from  the  neares t 

urban area. O ur speech  prog ram  is  

un ique  because  it is one  o f  on ly  tw o  

academ ic  team s  availab le  to  B utte  

F alls  s tudents . A dditiona lly , w e  have  

th ree  coaches  w ho  have  d is tinc tive  

perspectives  and m ore  than  40  years  

o f coach ing  experience . T he  head  

coach  o f  the  program , M arc ia  S tew art- 

W arren, s ta rted  the  team  m ore  than  15 

years  ago , adopting  us  in  2005.

> W hat challenges do  you  face as 

coaches and educators?

Jan  and  Lynn: O ne  o f our b iggest 

challenges  is  access  to  the team . W e  

live  approx im ate ly  th ree  hours  aw ay  

from  the  school; the re fore , w e  have  to  

find  creative  w ays  to  coach  from  a far.

E conom ic  constra in ts  s ign ificantly  

lim it the  com pe titive  opportun ities  

ava ilab le  to  the  team . M ost o f our 

s tuden ts  cannot a ffo rd  sum m er

the  great ph ilosophers . O ur s tudents  

constantly  prov ide  m e  w ith  inva luab le  

ins ight th roughou t the  season .lkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
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