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D e a r P a re n ts  a n d  G u a rd ia n s ,

If  yo u  h a ve  a n y  q u e s tio n s  co n ce rn in g  th e  sch o o l, p le a se  g ive  m e  a  ca ll.

D r. D a v id  L . C o u rtn e y , S u p e rin te n d e n t

I w o u ld  like  to  le t yo u  kn o w  o f  so m e  ch a n g e s  w e  a re  p la n n in g  o n  fo r  n e x t ye a r. A s  a  co n tin u a tio n  o f  o u r 

in ten se  w o rk  to  g e t a ll ch ild re n  re a d in g  a t g rad e  le ve l b y  th ird  g ra d e , w e  p la n  to  h a ve  a  te a ch e r fo r 

k in d e rg a rte n , firs t a n d  se co n d  g ra d e . N o  b le n d e d  c la sse s  fo r  th e se  g rad e s . In  o rd e r to  a cco m m o d a te  

th is , th e  se ve n th  g rad e  w ill n o w  b e  w ith  th e  e ig h th  g rad e  in  th e  h ig h  sch o o l b u ild in g .

W e  cu rre n tly  h a ve  a  co m b ine d  se co n d  a n d  th ird  g rad e  c la ss . W e  d o  n o t h a ve  th e  re so u rce s  fo r  a  te a ch e r  

in  e ve ry  g ra d e . A  co m b ine d  se ve n th /e ig h th  g rad e  c la ss  m a ke s  m o re  se n se  e d u ca tio n a lly  th a n  a  

se co n d /th ird  g ra d e . T h ere  is  n o t a s  la rg e  o f  a  le a rn in g  s te p  b e tw e en  se ve n th  a n d  e ig h th  g rad e  a s  th e re  

is  b e tw e e n  se co n d  a n d  th ird  g ra d e . T h ird  g ra d e rs  m u s t ta ke  th e  s ta te  a sse ssm en ts  a n d  se co n d  g ra de rs  

d o  n o t. A lso , se co n d  g ra d e rs  a re  le a rn in g  to  re a d  w h e re a s  th ird  g ra d e rs  a re  re a d in g  to  le a rn .

T h is  co n fig u ra tio n  g ive s  th e  se ve n th  g ra d e rs  m o re  o p p o rtu n ities  s in ce  th e y  w ill b e  in  th e  h ig h  sch o o l 

b u ild in g . S e ve n th  a n d  e ig h th  g ra d e rs  w ill h a ve  th e ir  c la sse s  to g e th e r. T h e  se ve n th  a n d  e ig h th  g ra d e  w ill 

co n tin u e  to  b e  so m e w h a t sh ie ld ed  d u rin g  sch o o l. T h e y  w ill b e  e sco rte d  to  lu n ch  b e fo re  th e  o the r  

s tu d e n ts  a re  re le a se d , p a ss in g  tim e  in  th e  h a llw a ys  w ill b e  m o n ito re d  b y  s ta ff, a n d  th e y  w ill h a ve  th e ir 

o w n  P E  p e rio d . T h e  h ig h  sch o o l s ta ff is  e xc ite d  th e y  a re  co m in g  a n d  h a s  a  g o o d  p la n  fo r  a  sa fe  a n d  

q u a lity  e d u ca tio n .

T h is  m o ve  is  p a rt o f  o u r re se a rch  b a se d  sch o o l im p ro ve m e n t p la n . R e se a rch  sh o w s  th a t if  s tu d e n ts  a re  

n o t re a d in g  a t g rad e  le ve l b y  th e  th ird  g ra d e , th e ir  ch a n ce s  o f  g ra du a tin g  a re  g re a tly  re d u ce d . If  th e  

s tu d e n t re a d s  a t g rad e  le ve l b y  th ird  g ra d e , th e y  a re  m u ch  m o re  su cce ss fu l in  h ig h e r  g ra d e s  a lso .

A n o th e r  ch a n g e  fo r n e x t ye a r  is  th a t  w e  w ill h a ve  a  fu ll tim e  p rin c ip a l in  th e  d is tr ic t. W e  cu rre n tly  h a ve  

a b o u t .7 5  F T E  a d m in is tra tio n  in  th e  d is tr ic t. T h e  a d d itio n  o f  a  fu ll tim e  p rin c ip a l w ill e n a b le  u s  to  a d d re ss  

m a n y  a re a s  su ch  a s  b e h a v io r  su p p o rt, te a ch e r  le a rn in g  im p rove m en t, in c re a se d  e n ro llm e n t, cu rricu lu m  

im p ro ve m e n t, a n d  co m m un ity  co m m u n ica tio n . W e  a re  e xc ite d  th e  b o a rd  h a s  m a d e  th is  d e c is io n  a n d  

lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  th e  im p ro vem e n ts  it w ill b rin g .


