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C om m unity  H ealth  C en ter to  boost B utte  F alls  site  afte r  g ran t 
B y  John  D arling fo r  th e  M ail T ribune

A  $499 ,000  federa l g ran t w ill a llow  th e  C om m unity  H ealth  C en ter to  expand  its  

sm all B utte  F alls site , tak ing  it from  th ree  to  10  room s, in c lud ing  new  m enta l health , den ta l, 

rad io logy , pharm acy , group  education  and  lab  su ites.

T he  cen ter  is expected  to  be  bu ilt and  open  in  th e  B utte  F alls S choo l D istric t bu ild ing  

befo re  th e  end  o f  th e  year.

T he  B utte  F alls reg ion  qualified  fo r  th e  fund ing  under  th e  O bam a  adm in istra tion 's  A ffo rda ­

b le  C are  A ct because  o f  its rem o te  lo ca tion , low -incom e  popu la tion  and  h igh  unem ploy ­

m ent b rough t on  by  a  decline  in  th e  tim ber, industry , sa id  K aren  E llio tt, C F IC  m arketing  d i­

rec to r.

T he  g ran t is from  th e  H ealth  R esou rces  and  S erv ices A dm in istra tion . 

"It qualified  under  th e  O bam a  p lan  because  it's an  area  o f  d isparity , w here  25  percen t o f  stu ­

den ts  cou ld  be  c lassified  as  hom eless  and  from  low -incom e  fam ilies ," sa id  E llio tt. "T im ber 

w as  th e  backbone  o f  th e ir econom y  and  th a t's  gone . T hey  lack  in com e, tran spo rta tion  and  

quality  health  care . T hey 're  challenged  to  get to  E ag le  P o in t or M edfo rd  and  to  pay  fo r  

health  care  serv ices w hen  th ey  get th ere ."

T he  com m un ity , C F IC  board  and  schoo l adm in istra to rs  jo ined  in  getting  th e  s izeab le  

g ran t, sa id  E llio tt.

It on ly  covers  construc tion  and  in frastruc ture , so  fund ra ising  is  needed  to  fu rn ish  it. 

"It's in  an  o ld  bu ild ing  w ith  lo ts o f  deferred  m ain tenance  in  an  iso la ted  area  w ith  h igh  

need ,"  says  E llio tt, no ting  th e  expansion  is using  space  considered  "p resen tly  unusab le"  by  

th e  schoo l d istric t.

T he  c lin ic 's  opera tion  w ill no t be  in te rrup ted  by  th e  construc tion , w hich  adds  2 ,723  

square  fee t, abou t tw ice  th e  cu rren t c lin ic  size .

T he  gran t is part o f  $7  m illion  aw arded  in  O regon  to  c lin ics  th a t w ill serve  6 ,500  peo ­

p le  —  w ith  nearly  $3 .5  m illion  go ing  to  th e  S isk iyou  C om m unity  H ealth  C en ter in  G ran ts  

P ass. T hose  funds  w ill be  used  to  doub le  th e  size  o f  a  C ave  Junction  c lin ic  to  20 ,000  square  

fee t, add ing  new  m edica l, m enta l health , pharm acy  and  den ta l su ites. A  B aby  C heck  house  

a lso  w ill be  com ple ted  to  teach  paren ting  and  nu trition  and  to  p rov ide  a  safe  house  fo r those  

th rea tened  by  dom estic  v io lence , sa id  K urt H iguera , th e  cen ter 's ch ief  execu tive  o fficer.

A ccord ing  to  a  new s  re lease  from  H ealth  &  H um an  S erv ices S ecre ta ry  K ath leen  

S ebelius, g ran ts  o f  $728  m illion  w en t to  c lin ics  nationw ide  fo r  renovation  and  construc tion  

p ro jec ts. T hat is  part o f  $9 .5  b illion  to  expand  serv ices  over  five  years and  $1 .5  b illion  to  

suppo rt m ajo r construc tion  and  renovation  p ro jec ts  a t com m un ity  health  cen ters , S ebeliu s 

sa id .

F unds d istribu ted  th rough  th e  health  care  ac t a lready  have  suppo rted  construc tion  and  

renovation  o f  190  health  cen ter  sites and  led  to  th e  crea tion  o f  67  new  health  cen ter sites  

across  th e  coun try , S ebeliu s sa id , and  w ill suppo rt th e  construc tion  and  renovation  of  m ore  

th an  485  health  cen ter  sites  and  th e  crea tion  o f  245  new  health  cen ter  sites over  the  nex t 

tw o  years . T he  C om m unity  H ealth  C en ter  has c lin ics in  M edfo rd , A sh land , W hite  C ity  and  

B utte  F alls .

John  D arling  is a  free lance  w rite r  liv ing  in  A sh land . E -m ail h im  a t  jdarling@ jeffne t.o rg .
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