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C H R IS T M A S  IN  T H E  50 ’s

T he  b iggest d ifference  betw een  today  and  C hristm as ’ past is  tha t the  

“com m ercia l”  season  w as  m uch  shorter  than  it is  today . S to res  d idn ’t start 

decorating  or se lling  C hristm as  item s  un til after T hanksg iv ing . N oth ing  like  

2008 , w hen  m any  sto res started  pu tting  our C hristm as  item s  befo re  

H allow een .

In  the  50 ’s, w e  celeb ra ted  fam ily  trad itions m uch  the  sam e  as  today . H ow ever, w e  d idn ’t 

decorate  our  hom es w ith  ou tdoor  ligh ts  or  yard  decorations. E xcep t fo r a  w reath  on  the  door, the  

decorations w ere  all in side  the  hom e. T he  C hristm as  tree  w as  stra teg ica lly  p laced  in  the  la rgest 

w indow  fac ing  the  stree t so  the  ligh ts  cou ld  be  seen  by  passers-by .

O ur  ho liday  trad itions alw ays began  w ith  a  trip  to  the  w oods, no  perm it requ ired , to  se lec t 

the  perfect tree. W hen  w e  go t it hom e  there  w as the  process of  getting  it p laced  properly  so  tha t 

it w as  stra igh t w ith  the  branches  even  on  all sides. T his  of  course  took  m uch  tu rn ing , ad justing  

and  sn ipp ing  un til it w as  ju st perfect. D o  any  of  you  rem em ber a  branch  being  w ired  in to  a  spo t 

to  fill a  gap?  D ecorating  started  w ith  the  strings  of  co lo red  ligh ts  p laced  on  the  tree  ju st so . T his  

w as  especia lly  true  of  the  bubb le  ligh ts  tha t clam ped  on to  the  branches. T hese  had  to  be  p laced  

so  they  stood  up  on  the  branches because  they  w ouldn ’t bubb le  if  they  w ere  tilted  and  they  

som ew hat resem bled  ligh ted  cand les. N ext cam e, the  beau tifu l g lass ornam en ts  tha t had  to  be  

hand led  ever so  carefu lly  and  even ly  spaced . M any  of  these  ornam en ts  w ere  very  frag ile  and  

had  been  handed  dow n  fo r several genera tions. T he  handm ade  popcorn  garlands  w ere  nex t, 

w ell, at least w hat had  no t  been  eaten  the  n igh t befo re  during  the  string ing . W hen  the  ligh ts, 

ornam en ts and  popcorn  garlands w ere  in  p lace , the  fina l touch  w as  added . S ilver  tin se l strands  

tha t had  to  be  very  delibera te ly  p laced  on  the  branches, one  (bo ring ) strand  at a  tim e. E ach  

strand  had  to  hang  even ly  and  cou ld  never be  allow ed  to  tang le . H eaven  he lp  the  ch ild  w ho  pu t 

it on  in  gobs or  w orse  yet, th rew  it at the  tree. B ut, at least tha t w ould  be  the  end  of  your  tin se l 

hang ing  un til nex t year.

S choo l activ ities  inc luded  decorating  a  class C hristm as tree w ith  handm ade  paper chains  

and  ornam en ts  and  a  class  party  w ith  a  g ift exchange  at the  elem en tary  level. T here  w as  alw ays 

a  C hristm as  program  fo llow ed  by  a  v isit from  S an ta  C laus com plete  w ith  a  g ift bag  of  good ies  

tha t inc luded  an  orange, app le , candy  cane, ribbon  candy , hard  cand ies  w ith  so ft cen ters  and  a  

popcorn  ball. M ore  candy  than  m any  of  us  had  seen  a ll year. T he  h igh  schoo l had  a  C hristm as 

B anquet  tha t w as  prepared  by  the  H om e E conom ics. C lass. S ince  w e  had  so  few  students  w e  

had  an  all schoo l g ift exchange. W e  drew  nam es  w hich  w ere  supposed  to  be  kep t secre t bu t of  

course  there  w as  m uch  nego tia ting  un til you  traded  fo r the  nam e  you  w anted . B y  the  tim e  the  

g ifts w ere  opened  after  the  banquet, there  w ere  no  su rp rises.

D O  Y O U  R E M E M B E R ?
H isto rica l no tes from  the  B ig  B utte  H isto rica l S ociety  
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