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D O  Y O U  R E M E M B E R ?
H is to rica l n o te s  fro m  th e  B ig  B u tte  H is to rica l S o c ie ty  

R eco llec tio n s o f  C h arleen  B ro w n
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S ch o o l ac tiv itie s  w ere  th e  cen te r  o f  o u r  so c ia l liv e s . B y  1 9 5 4  th e  h ig h  sch o o l h ad  sh ru n k  

to  ab o u t  4 5  s tu d en ts . B ask etb a ll w as  th e  b ig  sp o rts  a ttrac tio n  b ecau se  o u r  h ig h  sch o o l w as  ev en  

to o  sm a ll fo r 8  m an  fo o tb a ll. In  th e  la te  4 0 ’s  w e  h ad  p a rtic ip a ted  in  6  m an  fo o tb a ll b u t  b y  th e  

f if tie s , a ll th e  o th e r  sm a lle r  sch o o ls  h ad  m o v ed  in to  8  m an  sq u ad s .

A  b ig  fa ll ev en t w as  th e  an n u a l b o n fire  w h ich  h ad  b een  a  fo o tb a ll trad itio n  fo r  

h o m eco m in g . S in ce  w e  n o  lo n g e r  p a rtic ip a ted  in  fo o tb all th is  ev en t b ecam e  th e  trad itio n a l 

ce rem o n y  fo r  in itia tin g  th e  fresh m an  c la ss  in to  h ig h  sch o o l. T h e  so p h o m o re  c la ss  w as  in  ch a rg e  

o f  see in g  th a t  th e  in co m in g  fresh m en  w ere  p ro p e rly  in d u cted . T h is  u su a lly  in c lu d ed  w earin g  

fu n n y  c lo th es  an d  co m p le tin g  su ch  ta sk s  as  sc ru b b in g  th e  sch o o l s tep s  w ith  a  to o th b ru sh  an d  

ca rry in g  th e  b o o k s  o f  u p p e r  c la ssm a te s .

S tu d en ts  w o u ld  w o rk  a fter  sch o o l ev e ry  

a fte rn o o n  fo r  a  w eek , g a th e rin g  o ld  ra ilro ad  tie s , lo g s  

an d  tires  (b e fo re  D E Q ). W e  w o u ld  b u ild  a  h u g e  p ile  

in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  fo o tb all f ie ld , th e  b ig g e r  th e  

b e tte r . T h e  f in a l in itia tio n  ce rem o n y  a lw ay s  to o k  

p lace  o n  th e  n ig h t o f  th e  b o n fire . T h e  w h o le  to w n  

w o u ld  tu rn  o u t  fo r  th e  b ig  b laze  w h ich  w o u ld  b u rn  

la te  in to  th e  n ig h t. O f  co u rse  th e  n ex t few  d ay s  w ere  

d ev o ted  to  c lean -u p  w h ich  w asn ’t  as  m u ch  fu n  as  

b u ild in g  th e  b o n fire .

If  y o u  h av e  b een  en jo y in g  m y  reco llec tio n s , I w o u ld  lik e  to  p e rso n a lly  en co u rag e  y o u  to  

jo in  B ig  B u tte  H is to rica l S o c ie ty . Y o u  can  h e lp  u s  p re se rv e  th e  h e ritag e  o f  o u r  a rea  as  w ell as  

le a rn  h o w  to  p re serv e  y o u r  fam ily  h is to ry . B ig  B u tte  H is to rica l S o c ie ty  o p e ra te s  tw o  m u seu m s  

w h ich  a re  d ed ica ted  to  th e  p re se rv a tio n  o f  th e  ea rly  B u tte  F a lls  h is to ry . M em b ersh ip  is  o n ly  

$ 5 .0 0  p e r  h o u seh o ld . W h at a  b a rg a in ! S en d  d u es  to  B ig  B u tte  H is to rica l S o c ie ty ,  P O  B o x  3 7 9 , 

B u tte  F a lls , O R  9 7 5 2 2 .

P ic tu re s  co u rte sy  o f  R o b ert &  G en e  C u p p ie s  ( teach e rs ) tak en  b e tw een  1 9 5 5  &  1 9 5 9  

D o  y o u  reco g n ize  y o u rse lf  o r  an y  c la ssm ate s?

N am es  o m itted  to  p ro tec t th e  in n o cen t.


