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BIG  BU TTE  H ISTO R ICAL  SO C IETY

P.O . BO X  379

Butte Falls, O R  97522

D O  Y O U  R E M E M B E R ?
H isto rical notes  from  the  B ig  B utte  H isto rical S ociety  

R ecollections  of  C harleen  B row n

W hen  I began  w riting  th is  artic le , it w as snow ing  hard  and  I w as  rem inded  of  the  snow storm s  

of  the  past. L ittle  did  I know  that the  severe  w indsto rm  that fo llow ed  w ould  be  the  w orst ever seen . E ven  

the  ‘C olum bus D ay ’ sto rm  of  1962  did  not hit B utte F alls as  hard . W e  can  all be  proud  of  the  resiliency  of  

the  people  w ho  live in  B utte  F alls and  how  they  cam e  together  under adverse circum stances. It only  proves  

w hat m ost of  us  have  know n  fo r a  long  tim e. W e  are  surv ivors!

In  the  w inters  of  the 1940 ’s and  50 ’s it w ould  snow  fo r days, just like  the  snow storm s over the  2007  

C hristm as holiday . T hen , after  putting  dow n  10  to 12  inches  or  m ore, it w ould  freeze  and  the  snow  w ould  

stay  on  the  ground  som etim es  fo r a  couple  m onths. A fter the  roads  and  streets w ere  plow ed , any  snow  left 

by  the  plow s  w ould  pack  dow n  and  becom e  so lid  sheets of  ice .

S now  did  not usually  close  the  schoo ls in  those  days because  the  buses  w ould  just chain  up  and  m ake  

their  runs. S om etim es  the  buses  w ould  run  la te  so  som e  of  us  w ould  w alk  to  schoo l. W e  knew  that if  our 

bus driver  caught up  w ith  us, he  w ould  stop  and  pick  u s up . E ven  if  the  electric ity  w ent out, w e  still had  heat 

because  of  the  w ood  stoves and  w e  just m oved  the  desks  closer to  the  w indow s  and  w ent on  w ith  our lessons. 

In  the  50 ’s, after  electricity  con tro lled  the  heating  system , a  leng thy  pow er outage  w ould  m ean  the  schoo ls  

w ould  have  to  close. W hen  that happened , the  older  kids  w ould  get an  inner tube  and  tie  it to  the  back  of  a  

car  to  be  pulled  around  tow n. W e  w ere alw ays carefu l not to  go  too  fast so  no  one  w as ever in ju red .

A nother favorite  sport w as  toboggan ing  on  the  road  to  the  old  ‘T hree  C ’ cam p  up  above  W hiskey  

S prings. W e  w ould  all pile  in to  the  back  of  an  old  pickup , w rap  up  and  drive  up  to  the  cam p. Inside  one  of  

the  build ings  w as a  stove  w here w e  cou ld  build  a  fire  to  keep  w arm  and  m ake  hot choco late . F our  or five  

k ids  at a  tim e  w ould  take  tu rns  being  pulled  up  and  dow n  the  road  on  the  toboggan .. T he  road  w as straigh t 

w ith  very  few  hazards so  once  the  road  w as  broken  in , w e  cou ld  get going  pretty  fast. T he  w orst crashes  

w ere caused  w hen  the  toboggan  w ould  ride  up  on  the  snow  bank  at the  side  of  the  road , tip  over and  dum p  

everybody  off.

D uring  one  w inter, w e  had  a  particu larly  heavy  snow storm  and  som e  said  the  snow  m easured  th ree  

feet in  the  park . A s  usual, the  streets around  tow n  w ere  plow ed  but there  w as so  m uch  snow  that there  w as  

now here  to  put it. It w as pushed  up  in to  huge  piles  along  the  streets or at the  com ers  of  in tersections. S om e  

of  these  piles  w ere 10  to 12  feet high . W e  used  them  fo r  play ing  “K ing  of  the  M ountain .” I rem em ber, the  

biggest pile  w as  pushed  up  in  fron t of  the  vacan t sto re  w here  the  C ity  H all is  today . C hunks  of  dirty  snow  

from  that pile  w ere  still m elting  th rough  the  4 th of  Ju ly .

A s  m entioned , the  electric ity  w ould  frequen tly  go  off, but w hen  it did , it stayed  off  m uch  longer  than  

it does  today . S om etim es it w ould  be  off  fo r a  w eek  at a  tim e. I rem em ber one  w inter w hen  the  electric ity  

w as off  fo r so  long  that the  sto re  ow ners  gave  aw ay  all the  ice  cream  because  it w as  going  to  m elt anyw ay . 

M y  m om  brought hom e  several cartons, far m ore  than  w e  cou ld  eat before  it m elted . S he  used  her  head  and  

took  it outside in  the  yard  w here  she  packed  snow  a ll around  it. T hen  she  covered  it w ith  our m etal w ash  tub  

and  packed  snow  around  that. It w orked  just like  a  freezer and  w e  w ere  th rilled  to  have  ice  cream  every  

nigh t fo r over  a  w eek .CBA
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