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D O  Y O U  R E M E M B E R ?
H isto rica l n o te s  fro m  th e  B ig  B u tte  H isto rica l S o c ie ty  

R eco llec tio n s  o f  C h arleen  B ro w n

E v en  th o u g h  th e  T o w n  co n fig u ra tio n  as  p la tted  b y  B ert H arris  in  1 9 0 6  h as  rem a in ed  

b as ica lly  th e  sam e , th e re  h av e  b een  sev e ra l ch an g es th a t sh o u ld  b e  n o ted . A cco rd in g  to  C ity  

C o u n c il m in u te s , p e rm iss io n  w as  g iv en  to  Jack so n  C o u n ty  to  b u ild  a  co u n ty  ro ad  th ro u g h  to w n  

in  1 9 2 2 . T h is  ro ad  en te red  o n  B ro ad  S tree t, b u t, it d id  n o t co n tin u e  th ro ug h  to w n  q u ite  as  it d o es  

to d ay . B ro ad  S tree t d ead -en d ed  a t th e  co m er  w h ere  it n o w  co n n ec ts  w ith  L au re l A v en u e . 

B ecau se  th e re  w as  n o  co n n ec tio n  b e tw een  B ro ad  S tree t an d  L au re l A v en u e , th e  ro ad  m ad e  a  

r ig h t tu rn  o n to  O ak  A v en u e  a t th e  p a rk , th en , it tu rn ed  le ft a t S o u th  S tree t  an d  m ad e  an o th e r  r ig h t 

tu rn  o n to  L au re l A v en u e  to  co n tin u e  o u t o f  to w n  to w ard  th e  F ish  H atch e ry . A fte r  th e  C o u n ty  

ro ad  w as  co m p le ted , th e  C o u n c il b o rro w ed  m o n ey  to  g rav e l th e  T o w n ’s  s tree ts  an d  c ro ssw a lk s  in  

1 9 2 3 . T h ese  w ere  b ig  im p rov em en ts fro m  th e  ea rly  d ay s  w h en  p eo p le  w ere  a llo w ed  to  cu t  th e  

tree s  in  th e  s tree ts fo r  f ire  w o o d  le av in g  o n ly  th e  s tu m p s  an d  m an y  ru ts .

W h ere  o n e  p a rt o f  M ain  S tree t sh o u ld  h av e  b een  in  th o se  ea rly  d ay s , w as  a  sw am p y  a rea  

cau sed  b y  a  b ran ch  o f  H u k ill C reek  f lo w in g  th ro u g h  to w n . T h is  p a rt o f  M ain  S tree t w as  

p e rm an en tly  c lo sed  an d  th e  s tream  d ra in ed  to  c rea te  a  fo o tb a ll f ie ld  fo r  th e  n ew  H ig h  S ch o o l th a t 

w as  b u ilt in  1 9 2 6 . T o d ay  th a t a rea  is  s till p a rt o f  th e  H ig h  S ch o o l S p o rts co m p lex .

R eco rd ed  o n  M ay  9 , 1 9 2 8 , th e  C o u n c il v o ted  to  fu rn ish  w ate r  fo r  th e  h ig h  sch o o l 

sw im m in g  p o o l fo r  $ 2 0 0 .0 0  a  y ea r. T h is  p lan  fa iled  to  m ate ria lize , b u t  th e  sch o o l d id  o p e ra te  a  

sw im m in g  p o o l fo r  m an y  y ea rs  u n til a  c rack  in  th e  b o tto m  fo rced  c lo su re . T h ere  is  n o  m en tio n  

o f  w h ere  th e  D istric t g o t  th e  w ate r. T h e  p o o l w as  la te r  rem o v ed  to  b e  rep laced  b y  th e  cu rren t 

sh o p  b u ild in g . A lso  reco rd ed  in  1 9 2 8 , th e  S ch o o l D istric t d ec id ed  to  g e t e lec tric ity  fro m  th e  m ill 

a t th e  fa lls  so  th e  T o w n  C o u n c il v o ted  to  p u t in  e lec tric  lig h ts . I t w as  n o t  s ta ted  w h ere  th e  T o w n  

g o t  th e  e lec tric ity .

A n  in tere s tin g  ch an g e  to o k  p lace  in  1 9 3 9 . B u tte  F a lls , b e in g  s itu a ted  in  p rim e  o p en  ran g e  

h ad  p ro b lem s  w ith  ca ttle  ru n n in g  a t la rg e . S o , u n d e r  M ay o r  A . E . “G u s”  E d m o n d so n  th ey  b u ilt 

th e  fen ce  an d  ca ttle  g u a rd s  to  k eep  th e  ca ttle  o u t. F o r  m an y  y ea rs B u tte  F a lls  w as  n o ted  fo r  b e in g  

th e  o n ly  to w n  in  th e  U .S . co m p le te ly  su rro u n d ed  b y  a  fen ce  w ith  ca ttle  g u a rd s  a t each  en tran ce .

T h ere  w as  a  m ajo r  ro ad  ch an g e  in  th e  ea rly  6 0 ’s  w h en  L au re l A v en u e  w as  ex ten d ed  to  

co n n ec t w ith  B ro ad  S tree t. T h is  w as  a  b ig  s tree t im p ro v em en t  p ro jec t th a t  red u c in g  th e  3  v e ry  

sh a rp , 9 0  d eg ree  tu rn s  to  o n e . T h ese  tu rn s  h ad  b een  th e  cau se  o f  n u m ero u s  acc id en ts . O n e  ra th e r  

sp ec tacu la r  acc id en t o ccu rred  w h en  a  lo ad ed  lo g  tru ck  tr ied  to  tak e  th e  sh a rp  tu rn  a t O ak  A v en u e  

an d  B ro ad  S tree t to o  fa s t. B o th  th e  tru ck  an d  tra ile r  tip p ed  o v e r  o n  its  s id e , d u m p ing  its  lo ad  o f  

lo g s  r ig h t in  fro n t o f  th e  o ld  b an k  b u ild in g . T h an k fu lly ,  n o  o n e  w as  in ju red  an d  as  I  reca ll th e  

o n ly  d am ag e  w as  to  th e  tru ck  an d  p e rh ap s  to  th e  d riv e r’s  eg o .
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